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Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

CONNECTION POINT: Christians should care for others because Jesus cares about them.
THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: We have different images of a priest, from an Old Testament high priest 
to a modern-day Roman Catholic priest to a religious figure in some cults and Eastern religions. 
Most Christians would never consider themselves priests, but the Bible describes us as such. A priest 
is someone who goes before God on behalf of others, and a priest represents Christ to those same 
people. Peter wrote that such a priesthood is a characteristic of a follower of Christ.

THE POINT: As servants of Christ, we are His representatives.
•  If you could have a direct connection to an influential person 

in our society, who would you choose?
•  What is your reaction to the idea that God has made believers 

into a holy priesthood?
•  How should these verses influence our understanding of 

those who don’t know Jesus?
•  Which of the descriptions of God’s people in verse 

9 resonates most strongly with you?

Discuss the following quote: “You have instant, direct access to 
God. God loves mankind so much, and in a very special sense His 
children, that He has made Himself available to you at all times.”1

—Wesley L. Duewel

1. Wesley L. Duewel, “20 Wesley L. Duewel Quotes,” Christian Quotes [online], [accessed 25 May 2017]. 
Available from the Internet: https://www.christianquotes.info/quotes-by-author/wesley-l-duewel-quotes 
/?listpage=1&instance=2#participants-list-2.e

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to take practical 
steps to take his or her faith and Live It Out in the Personal Study 
Guide.

Here are some ways you can encourage your students to live out their 
faith with Christ personally, in community, and in their culture:

•  CHRIST: Pray with your student every night this week thanking 
Jesus for the restoration to God and the ability to speak with Him at 
any time.

•  COMMUNITY: Create a list with your student of people that you 
can focus your prayers on. Commit to pray for these people every 
night this week.

•  CULTURE: It’s our job to seek God on behalf of those who cannot 
and to also represent God to those who do not know Him. Discuss 
with your student ways you can perform this task throughout the 
week.

MATTHEW 8:1-13 

LIVE IT OUT: Talk about today’s 
Bible story with your child. Tell her 
that Jesus still cares for and helps 
people. Make a list of ways Jesus 
cares for your family. Work together 
to compose a prayer of thanks for 
His love and care.

Large crowds followed Jesus everywhere He went. A man who 
was sick came to Jesus and said that he believed Jesus could 
make him well. Jesus reached out and touched the man and he 
was healed. Jesus told the man not to tell what had happened.

Jesus then went to the city of Capernaum. A man who was 
a leader in the army came to Jesus. He told Jesus that he had a 
servant at home that could not walk and was in terrible pain. He 
asked Jesus to heal him. Jesus said he would go to his home to 
heal the servant. 

The man said he believed that Jesus could say the word and 
his servant would be healed. Jesus said that he had never met 
anyone that had such strong faith. Jesus spoke, and the servant 
was healed at the very moment Jesus spoke.
 

MATTHEW 8:1-13

LIVE IT OUT: Briefly review the 
Bible story with your child. Remind 
him that Jesus helped people 
because He loved and cared for 
them. Assist your child in praying 
for a family or church member who 
is ill. Explain that praying is a way 
we can care like Jesus.

As Jesus came down a mountain where He was teaching people, a 
man came up to Him. The man had a skin disease. The man asked 
Jesus to make him well. Jesus touched the man and healed him. 
Jesus told the man to show himself to the church helper and give an 
offering to God.

In a town called Capernaum, a soldier came to Jesus. He told 
Jesus about his servant who was sick and in pain. He asked Jesus 
to heal his servant. Jesus said He would come to his house.

“Jesus, You do not have to come to my house,” the soldier said. 
“If You speak the word, my servant will be well.”

Jesus was amazed. He knew that the soldier believed that He 
could make the servant well. 

Jesus told the soldier, “Since you believed, your servant will be 
healed.” The servant was healed at the very moment Jesus spoke. 

1 PETER 2:4-10
I Am a Priest


