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Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

CONNECTION POINT: God promised to send Jesus to change people’s lives.
THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: Social media gives us the opportunity to follow individuals and groups. By 
following them, we can see into their lives or know what they’re promoting—but we can do so only 
from a distance. Jesus invites us to follow Him in a far more intimate way. Following Jesus will require 
us to change directions, but the journey we take with Him leads us to abundant and eternal life.

THE POINT: Following Jesus is a life-changing adventure and
you are invited.

• What great adventure is on your bucket list?
•  Why is it essential to believe and also repent to enter the 

kingdom of God?
• What are some of the ways Jesus calls people today?
•  What does Jesus’ phrase “Follow Me’’ suggest about the way 

we’re to relate to Him?

Discuss the following quote: “Sin gets its power by persuading 
me to believe that I will be happier if I follow it. The power of all 
temptation is the prospect that it will make me happier.”1

—John Piper

1. John Piper, “50 John Piper Quotes,” Christian Quotes, [accessed 15 May 2017]. Available from the
Internet: https://www.christianquotes.info/quotes-by-author/john-piper-quotes/#axzz4hYC7eseG.
.

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to take practical 
steps to take his or her faith and Live It Out in the Personal Study 
Guide.

Here are some ways you can encourage your students to live out their 
faith with Christ personally, in community, and in their culture: 

•  CHRIST: Discuss with your student ways that he or she has been 
an example of following Jesus. Then determine how you can each 
grow in following Jesus this week?

•  COMMUNITY: Encourage your student to develop relationships 
with friends that will help them to become better followers of Jesus.

•  CULTURE: Pray with your student this week for the strength and 
courage to be an example of devotion to Christ in a worldly culture.

ISAIAH 7:14: 9:6; 11:1-5; 
MICAH 5:2 

LIVE IT OUT: Celebrate waiting for 
Christmas with your family. Find an 
Advent devotional book to use each 
day or week of the Advent season. 
Involve your child in planning 
special activities for the family.

When Isaiah was in the temple worshiping, he saw God on a 
throne. His robe filled the temple! Angels stood around God. 
They worshiped Him.

Isaiah heard God ask, “Whom shall I send? Who will go for Me.” 
Isaiah answered, “Here I am. Send me!”

Then God gave Isaiah a message for the people. Isaiah was to 
tell the message to everyone. Isaiah went to the king with God’s 
message. The king and the people were very afraid. An enemy 
army was coming. They did not believe they could win the battle.

Isaiah said, “The enemy will not win. God is with you. God will 
give you a sign. A virgin will have a son. He will be Immanuel.”

Another time, God gave a different message to the prophet 
Micah. Micah told the message to others. He said that the Savior 
would be born in Bethlehem. . 

ISAIAH 6–7; MICAH 5:2-4 

LIVE IT OUT: Help your child make 
an Advent calendar. Draw a grid 
on a piece of paper and label the 
squares with the December dates. 
Let your child put a few simple 
stickers on the calendar or decorate 
with crayons or markers. Mark off 
each day as it passes and read a 
special book about Christmas.

Long before Jesus was born, God had a plan. God planned to send 
His Son to be born. God told prophets to tell the people about His 
plan to send a special baby. Prophets were men who told others 
what God wanted them to know. 

Isaiah was a prophet. God chose Isaiah to tell people the 
wonderful news. Isaiah wrote that God promised to send a very 
special child to be born. The special baby would be God’s Son. 

 Another prophet who lived a long time ago was named 
Micah. Micah also wrote about Jesus. He wrote that God’s Son 
would be born in Bethlehem.

People heard or read the words that the prophets wrote. They 
knew that God was planning to send His Son. They waited for the 
day that God would keep His promise. 

MARK 1:14-20
Jesus Calls


