
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Made for Something 
More, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so 
the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We live in a dark world. Motivated by fear, we can shrivel into the background or we can 
embrace our identity as light-bearers and see darkness as a great opportunity to fulfill 
our calling.  
Introduction:  
I’ve been on a fair share of guided tours through caves. In almost every one of these 
tours at some point during the expedition the tour guide will turn out all of the man-made 
lights. Pitch black is not something we are accustomed to in our electricity-saturated 
culture. What’s really amazing though is that the tour guide will often light a match or 
another insignificant source of light. It is amazing in the midst of darkness how bright a 
little line can shine.  
The Bible employs the metaphor of light and darkness morally. Those who walk in the 
light live in accordance with God and his world. Those who walk in darkness are 
denying the Lord and living lives contrary to the Scriptures. We live in a culture that is 
increasingly dark. Rather than cowering in fear, though, we should remember that we 
are a light that should not be hidden. Rather than discouraging us we should see the 
darkness of our world as a great opportunity to share the gospel. This was Paul’s 
attitude in Philippians.  

1. To shine like stars, Christians must endure 
We live in a culture that does not fear God. We have little shame in the sin that we 
engage in. This causes us to live lives which are not centered upon anything. If our 
marriage isn’t fitting our personal happiness, we give up on it. If our job isn’t fulfilling, we 
find a new one. We are people who show a great deal of resolve when it comes to 
fulfilling our own happiness agenda. But we show little resolve in enduring in other 
matters.  
 
Philippians 2:12-14 calls upon believers to follow a different path. Though our individual 
salvation is certainly in his mind, Paul’s call to “work out your own salvation” is likely a 
call for the Philippians to continue being faithful in their mission of advancing the gospel. 
As Paul was working out his mission in prison, so they too were to endure.  
 
Paul gives three reasons for Christians to endure. First, we endure because of the 
privilege of the mission. We have fear and trembling because of the awesomeness of 
the mission. Secondly, we endure because of the power of God. It is God who is 
working within us. And thirdly we endure because of God’s pleasure. It is for God’s good 
pleasure to work in us to complete the advancement of the gospel. When we endure in 
these things we shine like stars in a culture that doesn’t endure. 
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2. To shine like stars, Christians must refuse to keep in step with a culture of 
outrage 

We live in a culture of outrage. In 2014 Slate compiled a calendar of all things people 
were outraged about on each day of the year. There was something every day that got 
us worked up on social media. Some of these were serious issues—others were 
obviously not worth our outrage. One of the authors of that slate piece said, “it’s 
fascinating to look at how our collective response skipped from the serious to the [petty] 
without much modulation in pitch.”  
Philippians 2:14 draws from the language of the Israelites grumbling in the wilderness. 
They grumbled at the provision of God and refused to be content with their lot in life. 
This is the same thing we are doing when we join in the culture of outrage. Our social 
media habits often reflect a heart that is not content in the Lord, but one that is worried 
about the direction of our culture. We join in the culture of outrage for what we believe 
are good ends. But our outrage keeps us from shining like stars. This passage does not 
give us an out. We are not to complain and grumble about anything.  
Can you imagine what kind of witness we would have to a lost world if we would rise 
above our culture of outrage and be people of happy confidence in a sovereign God? 

3. To shine like stars, Christians must be holy 
Dirty lights do not shine well. If you put a dark cloth over a light, then it is not going to 
shine well. Sin has the same impact in our lives. If we do not look different from the 
world, if we are swallowed up by the ocean of sin in which we find ourselves, then we 
will not shine. On the other hand if we look different from this “crooked and perverse” 
world then we will shine. Therefore we must be clean.  
Verse 16 tells us how such holiness comes about. It comes through “holding fast to the 
word of life”. The word of life is the gospel. What Paul is saying is that our holiness 
comes through clinging to the gospel. The gospel declares us holy and also makes us 
holy. Part of gospel advancement is seeing it advance in our own lives. As the darkness 
in our own hearts are consumed by the light of Christ we grow in our ability to shine light 
into the darkness of our world.  
Conclusion: Shining like stars is not something for super-Christians. It is part of our 
very identity in Christ. If we aren’t shining then we aren’t accurately representing the 
work of Christ in our life. John MacArthur says it well: 

The German atheist philosopher Nietzsche once said that if he saw more 
redeemed people he might be more inclined to believe in their Redeemer. 
Christians who do not have changed lives have a credibility gap. If I am trying to 
tell you how great my doctor is, but I am dying under his care, you might question 
his skill. If I try to tell you how great my auto mechanic is, but my car is belching 
black smoke out the exhaust, you will probably be reluctant to entrust your own 
vehicle to him. What good does it do to tell people how great our Savior is if they 
cannot see that we ourselves have been saved from sin? Let your light shine. 
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