
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Made for Something 
More, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so 
the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
This world is not our home. When we come to Christ we are a bit like Rip Van Winkle—
our address doesn’t change but everything about us does. This puts us in the role of a 
sojourner. We are only passing through.  
Introduction:  
Does life ever feel like Gilligan’s Island? What started as a three hour tour ended up 
being three years’ worth of classic television, as the beloved characters where 
shipwrecked on an island. The castaways wondered whether or not they would ever see 
home. It can feel this way as believers sometimes. What started out as just passing 
through can drag on and we begin to wonder if we are ever going to make it.  

1. The Rip Van Winkle Effect 
 
Rip Van Winkle went to escape his nagging wife and ended up in a drunken coma. He 
woke up with a long beard and a dead dog. He’d slept for twenty years and everything 
has changed. His GPS unit is the same but somehow everything has changed around 
him. He’s living as a stranger in his own hometown.  
What happened to Rip Van Winkle is similar to what happens to believers when God 
invades our life and transfers us from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of His 
beloved Son, Jesus. Our GPS unit still reads the same but everything is different. We 
start to live as a stranger in our own hometown. This is what Peter means when he 
refers to believers as elect exiles.  
When our world gets overturned like Rip Van Winkle we can forget that this world is not 
our home. We should not be shocked that elect exiles no longer feel at home. This isn’t 
our home. We are awaiting a city that is eternal. Tom Schreiner sums it up well: 

“Believers are exiles because they suffer for their faith in a world that finds their faith 
off-putting and strange…they are not aliens literally; they are sojourners because 
they are elected by God, because their citizenship is in heaven rather than on earth.”   
2. The Work of the Trinity 

1 Peter is written to encourage believers who are just passing through with the truth that 
we are going to make it. Our sojourn will not be our permanent stay. Peter encourages 
his readers by pointing to the active role of every member of the Trinity in providing our 
redemption.  
Peter first points to the Father’s foreknowing as a reason why elect exiles will make it. 
Sadly, this has become a controversial point. It need not be controversial it is deeply 
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encouraging. The point of the passage is that believers are not an accident. God is 
intimately involved in our lives. He has decided to set His affection upon you. When you 
are in the midst of suffering this is a comfort. Do you really believe that God will allow 
one He has foreknown to not make it?  
Peter then points to the Spirit’s sanctifying work. Sanctification often refers to the 
process of becoming more like Christ. But it can also mean being set apart with a new 
identity. The latter definition is the one in 1 Peter 1:2. Peter is referring to our initial 
conversion. We are going to make it because we’ve been given a new identity—an da 
powerful one at that. We have been given the Spirit. And it is by the Spirit we have been 
given new birth.  
Peter finally points to the Son’s sprinkling. This phrasing is a bit confusing to us as we 
do not typically talk this way about the work of the Son. The background is likely Exodus 
24:3-8. What Peter is saying is the Father’s foreknowledge, the Spirit’s sanctifying, and 
the Son’s sprinkling after our response to the gospel puts us into a new covenant with 
the Lord.  We enter the covenant through the obedient response to the gospel and the 
ensuing sprinkling of the blood of Christ. Because of the work of the Trinity in placing us 
into this new covenant we can have confidence as we pass through.  

3. The Call To Be Faithful Sojourners 
After encouraging the elect exiles in the first chapter Peter begins exhorting the 
believers to live out the gospel. There are specific exhortations scattered throughout 1 
Peter telling believers how they should live in the world they are only passing through. 
But this call is grounded in the work of God on our behalf. We will make it not by our 
effort but by His work.  
Conclusion:  
We are not exactly like Gilligan and his friends. Their journey was meant to be a 
relaxation before going back to their normal lives. Our passing through has a much 
different end. We are not here to simply relax but to complete our King’s mission. And 
unlike Gilligan and his pals on the other end of journey are spiritual riches untold. This 
impacts the way we live in our daily lives. John Newton explains well: 

Suppose a man was going to New York to take possession of a large estate, and 
his [carriage] should break down a mile before he got to the city, which obliged 
him to walk the rest of the way; what a fool we should think him, if we saw him 
ringing his hands, and blubbering out all the remaining mile, “My [carriage] is 
broken! My [carriage] is broken!” 

We are passing through and we are going to make it. That should impact our lives 
today. 
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