
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Made for Something 
More, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group study, so 
the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
Ministry is not just for the clergy. The logic of Ephesians 4:7-16 shows us that the 
stability of the body of Christ is dependent upon individual Christians fulfilling their 
ministry.  
Introduction: A few years ago LifeWay president Thom Rainer asked his Twitter 
followers, “What do you think when you hear Southern Baptist.” The answers were then 
compiled into a Wordle—a visual representation of the frequency of words in the 
response. The bigger the word the more frequent it’s representation in the responses. 
The biggest words were “legalism”, “tradition”, and “missions”. One has to squint pretty 
hard to find words like “Jesus” or “gospel”. Even “fried chicken” scored higher than 
Jesus.  
 
Granted this is not the most scientific of studies, but something is askew whenever fried 
chicken scores higher in your denomination than Jesus. But this is really what happens 
with any Christian denomination, church, or individual. We are prone to drift. In 
Ephesians 4 the apostle Paul outlines two different types of churches, that which is 
stable and that which is unstable.  
 

1. The unstable church 
 
D.A. Carson has rightly said:  
 

People do not drift toward holiness. Apart from grace-driven effort, people do not 
gravitate toward godliness, prayer, obedience to Scripture, faith, and delight in 
the Lord. We drift toward compromise and call it tolerance; we drift toward 
disobedience and call it freedom; we drift toward superstition and call it faith. We 
cherish the indiscipline of lost self-control and call it relaxation; we slouch toward 
prayerlessness and delude ourselves into thinking we have escaped legalism; 
we slide toward godlessness and convince ourselves we have been liberated. 

 
This is what Paul implies in Ephesians 4:14. Until we reach maturity we will have the 
tendency to be tossed to and fro. When the church is not anchored in Jesus it is like a 
piece of Styrofoam in the middle sea. We will be all over the place theologically, 
following every fad that comes along.  
Ultimately Paul envisions an abandonment of the gospel. When churches and 
Christians are relying on something other than Jesus it is not surprising that instability is 
the result. When our churches rely more on tricks and techniques than on the powerful 
gospel of Jesus lived out in the body of Christ, instability is the only result. Standing 
behind all of this fad-driven and unstable Christianity are the two things Paul mentions; 
namely, human cunning and the craftiness in deceitful schemes.  
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But the point Paul makes in Ephesians 4 is that Christ has purchased a stable church 
and he has given her gifts. Ephesians 4:7-10 sets the stage for the means that God 
uses to bring stability to his church. He is the conquering King of Psalm 68 and in this 
he is giving gifts to his bride—the church.  He does this so that the church might grow in 
love and grow in displaying the beauty of God.  It is part of fulfilling the mission of God.   

2. The stable church 
 
If you follow the logic of this passage you will notice that God’s answer to the unstable 
church is you. A stable church comes from every believer doing their God-given ministry 
to the glory of God. Jesus has gifted his church with apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
shepherds, and teachers. 
 
There is a bit of a translation difficulty and debate with this passage. Early translations 
read this passage as if the duty of these men is to equip the saints and to do the work of 
ministry. This creates a clergy and laity distinction that is foreign to other places in the 
New Testament. But newer translations read this passage if the duty of these men is to 
equip the saints to do the work of ministry. This means that God has given these gifts to 
the church in order to equip the saints for the work of ministry.  
 
As those whom God has given to be pastors preach and teach and lead the saints are 
equipped for the work of ministry. And when all of the saints are doing the work of 
ministry this text tells us what results is a built up church that leads to maturity in the 
lives of believers.  
 
Conclusion:  Christ always provides for His bride. He equips the church with leaders to 
equip the saints. This means that every member in the body is equipped to do the work 
of ministry that God has called us to do. Every believer is called to be a minister of the 
gospel.  
What this entire passage means is that every believer needs one another in order to be 
live in stability and reach maturity in Christ. Your ministry is needed. You have a role in 
the body of Christ. When we are disobedient and unfaithful in our calling unstable local 
churches filled with believers being tossed to and fro is the result. You’ve been 
equipped. Now be faithful.  
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