
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Jesus Changes 
Everything, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
The Point:  Jesus brings healing to our lives. 
Introduction: One of the more controversial subjects in modern Christianity concerns 
faith healing.  Many churches contend that healing is included in the atonement of 
Jesus.  They cite such passages as Isaiah 53:5 and 1 Peter 2:24, and they insist that 
God always desires people to be healed.  Yet the simple reality is, it does not always 
happen.  How many of us have prayed for friends and loved ones to be healed, only to 
see them continue to deteriorate? 
We have to be balanced in our understanding of healing.  Certainly God is capable of 
healing the sick, so we most certainly should pray for them.  At the same time, we must 
also realize that God does not always choose to heal in this life.  The purpose of these 
miracle accounts in the Gospels is not to give us a template for healing the sick, but to 
show us who Jesus is.  He came to bring us spiritual healing, and that spiritual healing 
will ultimately bring physical healing (1 Cor. 15:51-58).  In this passage from the Gospel 
of Mark, we are reminded that our Lord has power over death itself. 

I. A delayed response. 
 
A. Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, approached Jesus. 

1. The “ruler” or president of the synagogue was a layman who was in 
charge of worship and instruction. 

2. Jairus asked Jesus to heal his daughter. 
a. Since he was a ruler of a synagogue, he may have had prior 

contact with Jesus.  In any case, he had heard of Jesus’ miracles. 
b. His daughter was on the point of death, so his request was urgent. 

B. Jesus took His time as He made His way to Jairus’ house. 
1. Huge crowds followed Him, so this naturally slowed His progress 
2. One can only guess what went through Jairus’ mind as a result of 

these delays.   
a. God does not always work according to our timetable, and this can 

test our patience. 
b. Peter Marshall used to say, “Sometimes God seems slow in 

moving, but when He starts, He really moves.” 
 

II. A disheartening reality. 
 
A. “While he yet spake” – That is, while Jesus was still speaking to the 

woman He had healed, Jairus received some bad news. 
1. Jairus was told that his daughter had died. 

a. Few things are more devastating than the death of one’s child.  
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• My Mom has buried a number of loved ones, including both of 
her parents, all of her siblings, and my Dad.  However, she says 
none of those losses were as hard for her as the death of my 
sister.  I’ve heard her say many times, “It just doesn’t seem right 
to outlive your own children.” 

b. “Why troublest thou the Master any further?”  - Some scholars 
believe this remark was sarcastic.  If so, the person who made it 
evidently doubted Jesus’ power to heal. 

2. We can only guess how this news affected Jairus’ faith in Jesus. 
a. His reaction may have been similar to Mary’s after the death of her 

brother Lazarus (John 11:32). 
b. God’s plans are often different from our own, and when He doesn’t 

do what we want, our faith is often tested. 
B. Jesus told Jairus, “Be not afraid, only believe.” 

1. The wording in the Greek suggests Jairus was indeed afraid.1 
a. Jairus’ fears probably included how he would adjust to life without 

his daughter, and how he could comfort the rest of the family during 
this time of loss.  Besides, death is scary in itself. 

b. When we know our Lord is in control of all things, we have no 
reason to fear (Psalm 27:1). 

2. Jesus made His way to Jairus’ house, taking three disciples with Him. 
a. Peter, James, and John formed Jesus’ inner circle.  They were with 

Him on the mountain of transfiguration, and they were also with 
Him in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

b. It’s possible Jairus’ house was too small to contain all twelve 
disciples, or Jesus may have wanted to keep a low profile. 

 
III. A decisive resurrection. 

 
A. When Jesus arrived, there was a great “tumult” at the house. 

1. Jewish mourning customs were very detailed.  The purpose was to 
stress the reality and finality of death. 
a. Flute players were nearly always present. 
b. Weeping was often very loud and dramatic. 

2. Jesus insisted that the girl was not dead, but asleep. 
a. Some of the mourners “laughed him to scorn”.  Most likely, these 

were paid mourners. 
b. Jesus was not denying the girl was dead, nor did He make light of 

death (John 11:35).  However, since her death was temporary, she 
might as well have been asleep. 

B. Jesus sent everyone out except the girl’s parents and His disciples.   
1. Jesus took the girl by the hand and said, “Talitha cumi.” 

a. Touching a corpse made one ceremonially unclean. 
b. Jesus’ words were Aramaic.  Since Mark explained the meaning, 

his readers probably included Greeks. 
c. The girl immediately came back to life. 

2. He instructed the onlookers not to tell anyone about it.  
a. Obviously He did not expect them to keep it a secret indefinitely, as 

that would have been impossible.  Most likely, He wanted them to 
keep it quiet until He and the disciples left. 

b. He instructed them to give the girl some food.  This would prove 
that she was not a ghost, but actually alive again.  
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3. Why did Jesus want this incident kept secret? 
a. He did not want the people to make Him king. 
b. His “hour” had not yet come (John 2:4; 7:30; 12:23). 

4. Does Jesus still raise the dead today? 
a. Any healing in this life will be temporary.  Every person Jesus 

healed, including Jairus’ daughter, are now dead. 
b. Permanent healing will come in the next life (Rev. 21:4). 

Conclusion:  In May of 2000, my sister was diagnosed with a brain tumor.  We prayed 
for her for many months, and I firmly believed God could heal her.  Alas, her condition 
continued to get worse, and on January 3, 2001, God too her home to heaven.  Does 
that mean God did not heal her?  No, it simply means He chose not to heal her in this 
life.  My sister knew Jesus as her Savior, and now she’s in heaven with Him.  If God had 
healed her in this life, she would have eventually gotten sick again.  By taking her home 
to heaven, He has healed her for eternity. 
The Bible says, “With His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5), but the context of that 
verse shows he was talking about spiritual healing.  That is, the Messiah would 
someday come and take the penalty for our sins.  On the other hand, let us remember 
that this spiritual healing will ultimately lead to physical healing.  If you have trusted in 
Jesus as your Lord and Savior, your soul has been redeemed.  However, we are still 
waiting for the redemption of our bodies (Romans 8:23).  When Jesus comes again, our 
bodies will also be redeemed, and then we will be healed once and for all.    
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