
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Jesus Changes 
Everything, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  Jesus was born to bring us into a relationship with God. 
Introduction: When I was in college, our church choir did a cantata that talked about all 
the hustle and bustle of the holiday season.  Part of it was set in a mall filled with people 
shopping, and different people were making comments about all the commotion.  One 
person had a line that got a particularly big laugh.  The man was complaining about the 
number of church groups in the mall.  The Salvation Army was asking for donations, 
there were two choirs singing “Silent Night”, one had a manger scene with real sheep.  
The person saying the line said, “Isn’t that just like the church?  Now they’re trying to 
horn in on Christmas!” 
Unfortunately, that seems to be the sentiment of a lot of people these days.  Just 
recently I saw someone on the Internet grumbling about Christians who are trying to 
“force their religion on Christmas.”  Why have so many people forgotten the true 
meaning of Christmas?  I daresay it’s because many of them have forgotten who Jesus 
really is.  He wasn’t just some baby born long ago.  He was literally Almighty God who 
came down to man.   

I. A providential registration. 
 
A. Joseph had to go to Bethlehem to register for a census. 

1. This happened during the days of Caesar Augustus. 
a. “All the world” – That is, the whole Roman Empire. 
b. The King James Version says “taxed”, but other versions say 

“registered”.  Either translation is possible, since it was a census for 
the purpose of taxation. 

2. Critics like to point out that the Romans did not require people to return 
to their ancestral homes for a census. 
a. Romans generally honored local customs during a census. 
b. Genealogy was important to the Jews, so they did require people to 

return to their ancestral homes. 
3. Mary went with Joseph. 

a. She was not required to travel to Bethlehem, but she probably 
wanted to be with Joseph when the baby was born. 

b. It is significant that Luke called Mary “his espoused wife”.  Under 
Jewish law, a marriage was not official until the couple had sexual 
relations, but Mary was still a virgin (Matt. 1:18-25). 

4. All of these things happened according to God’s plan. 

Sermon Series:  Jesus Changes Everything 
To be used with:  Session 4: Jesus Saves 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  The Wonder of Wonders,  The Best News 

Ever, The King Has Come   
Scripture:  Luke 2:4-20 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

a. The prophet Isaiah said the Messiah would be born of a virgin 
(Isaiah 7:14). 

b. Micah predicted He would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). 
 

II. A powerful revelation. 
 
A. Shepherds were tending their flocks in a field nearby. 

1. Shepherds were among the most despised members of society. 
a. Their business made them ceremonially unclean, so they were not 

able to worship in the temple. 
b. They were notoriously dishonest, so much so that they were not 

allowed to give testimony in court.   
2. Of all the people God could have chosen to hear this news, why did He 

choose the shepherds first? 
a. Jesus came to save sinners (Luke 5:31-32; 19:10). 
b. God chooses the base things of the world so that He alone will 

receive the glory (1 Cor. 1:19-31). 
B. An angel appeared to them.   

1. “The glory of the Lord” – Most likely this refers to the shekinah glory; 
the visible presence of God.   
a. In this case, it was probably in the form of a bright light that shone 

throughout the sky. 
b. Whatever it was, it scared the shepherds half to death. 

2. The angel told the shepherds not to be afraid. 
a. That night, in nearby Bethlehem, the Messiah had been born. 
b. The shepherds would find Him lying in a manger. 

3. Suddenly a “multitude of the heavenly host” appeared. 
a. One angel had frightened the shepherds enough, but now there 

were angels as far as the eye could see. 
b. “On earth peace, good will toward men” – The wording in the Greek 

speaks not so much of peace on earth among men, but peace 
between man and God. 
 

III. A proper reaction. 
 
A. The reaction of the shepherds. 

1. The Bible does not say how they found Jesus. 
a. The angel had described the Baby to them, but did not tell them 

exactly where He was. 
b. The shepherds may well have searched every stable in the area 

before they finally found Him! 
2. When they saw the Baby Jesus, they told everyone about Him. 

a. When you have good news, you don’t want to keep it to yourself. 
b. The shepherds had received the best news in history. 

B. The reaction of Mary. 
1. Luke very likely interviewed Mary in writing his Gospel, since he told so 

much from Mary’s perspective.  For instance: 
a. The visit of the angel Gabriel. 
b. Her visit to her cousin Elisabeth. 
c. The visit of young Jesus to the temple (Luke 2:51). 

2. Though Mary was a devout woman, she had trouble processing all that 
had happened to her. 
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a. She knew her Child had been born for a special purpose, but what 
exactly was that purpose? 

b. Simeon warned her that she would experience sorrow on account 
of this Child (Luke 2:34-35).  She probably did not fully understand 
what he meant until Jesus was crucified.   

Conclusion:  One of my favorite gospel quartets is the Inspirations, from Bryson City, 
North Carolina.  They sing a very powerful song about the true meaning of Christmas.  
The song goes like this: 
 

The wonder of wonders, as she looked on His face: 
That this little Boy spoke the worlds in their place! 
The stars and the moon shining brightly on them, 
The earth and the sun, were created by Him! 
 
The wonder of wonders, as she looked down and smiled, 
That He was her Maker, as well as her Child! 
He created the world that had given Him birth; 
He was God Incarnate, come down to the earth! 
 
The wonder of wonders, as she heard His small cry, 
That His voice had thundered on Mount Sinai! 
The small hand she held so tenderly 
Had made a dry path through the mighty Red Sea! 
 
The wonder of wonders, oh, how can it be 
That God became flesh and was given for me! 
The Almighty came down and walked among men; 
The wonder of wonders, He died for my sin! 1 

 
Were these thoughts actually going through Mary’s mind when she looked at the face of 
the Baby Jesus?  Did she truly understand at that time just who her Baby was?  The 
Bible does not say.  One thing is certain: the Baby who was born that night was indeed 
the “Wonder of Wonders”!  He was none other than Almighty God in human flesh, sent 
to give His life for the sins of the world.  During the Christmas season – and throughout 
the rest of the year – let us tell everyone about Jesus and why He came into the world.  
It truly is the best news ever! 
 
______________________________ 
 
1 Charles Wycuf, “The Wonder of Wonders”, Inspiration Quartet Music / BMI.  Recorded 
on “The Inspirations: The Journey Ahead”, 2003, Horizon Records, a Crossroads label. 
 

Ken Jones is the senior pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia. He 
holds a B.S. in history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from 
Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary. His wife, Celia Carroll Jones, is an 
associate professor of government at Hampden-Sydney College. 
 


