
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Jesus Changes 
Everything, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  You can trust Jesus in the storm. 
 
Introduction: When I was growing up in the 1970’s, one of the popular television shows 
was “Happy Days”.  It was set in the 1950’s, and it focused on the misadventures of a 
teenager named Richie Cunningham (portrayed by Ron Howard) and his friends.  One 
of Richie’s closest friends was Arthur Fonzarelli, better known as Fonzie.  Fonzie often 
demonstrated extraordinary abilities that people could not explain.  In one episode, he 
was out in the woods at night, and he was trying to sleep.  Unfortunately, the sounds of 
nature were keeping him awake (crickets, owls, coyotes, etc.).  Finally Fonzie sat up 
and yelled, “Cool it!”  Immediately everything was quiet.  Fonzie looked around, and 
then he said, “Let’s see Tarzan do that!” 
The Bible tells of someone who can do even better, and unlike Fonzie or Tarzan, He’s 
not a fictional character.  The Lord Jesus Christ controls the very forces of nature.  He 
exercised such power that He even frightened His own disciples!  Normally I don’t 
approve of “spiritualizing” Scripture, especially in the passages dealing with miracles.  
Still, I don’t think we do any damage to this text by noting the parallels between literal 
storms and the metaphorical “storms” we face in everyday life.  If Jesus can control 
nature, we can trust Him to be in control of our daily circumstances. 
 

I. The crisis. 
 

A. Jesus had been teaching from a fishing boat. 
1. Jesus had done this at least once before (Luke 5:1-3). 
2. “When the even was come”, Jesus commanded His disciples to row 

the boat to the other side. 
a. His purpose for doing so was not stated.  He may have wanted to 

get away from the crowd, or He may have simply wanted to travel 
somewhere else to teach and preach. 

b. It’s even possible that He knew about the upcoming storm, and 
wanted to test His disciples’ faith.   

B. While they were on the sea, a storm arose. 
1. Sudden storms were common on the Sea of Galilee. 

a. Fishermen usually did their work at night to avoid the winds in the 
day.  Storms at night were particularly dangerous. 
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b. At least four of Jesus’ disciples were experienced boatmen.  If they 
were scared, this must have been some kind of storm! 

2. What kind of “storms” do we face in our own lives? 
a. Sickness. 
b. Financial setbacks. 
c. Death of a loved one. 
d. Assorted other circumstances that are beyond our control. 

 
II. The command. 

 
A. Jesus was asleep in the back of the boat. 

1. Why was Jesus asleep? 
a. He had had a busy day, and was exhausted. 
b. He was fully human and needed His sleep. 

• Some have suggested that Jesus was able to sleep through this 
storm because He had full confidence in His heavenly Father.  I 
certainly don’t deny that, but on the other hand, people can 
sleep through a lot when they’re tired enough.  My Dad served 
in World War II.  He wasn’t much for telling war stories, but he 
did tell about the time his regiment was taken aboard a Landing 
Service Transport (LST) for rest after they were evacuated from 
Angaur.  Metal slats were welded to the deck so the amphibious 
tractors (amtracs) could grip them.  Dad said he lay down right 
on top of those slats and had the best night’s sleep of his life.  
He said, “After being out on that island for the last few days 
getting shot at, the deck of that ship felt pretty good.”  

2. His disciples woke Him up and said, “Carest thou not that we perish?”   
a. When you’re in the midst of a desperate situation, it’s easy to 

wonder if God really cares about you. 
b. When we trust God even in the most difficult times, we eventually 

learn that He was in control all along. 
B. Jesus rebuked the wind and the sea. 

1. “There was a great calm” – The situation was completely different from 
what it had been just moments before. 
a. He went above and beyond their expectations (they probably just 

wanted Him to help them steer the ship). 
b. The disciples thought Jesus did not care about them, but He was in 

control of the situation all along. 
2. Some people will argue that this story is purely symbolic. 

a. If Jesus is truly God Incarnate, then why shouldn’t we believe He 
can control nature? 

b. If this miracle did not literally happen, then any lessons we learn 
from it are meaningless. 

 
III. The conclusion. 

 
A. Jesus rebuked His disciples for their lack of faith. 

1. They had already seen Jesus do many miracles.1 
2. This miracle made them all the more afraid. 

a. Not even the Old Testament prophets had been able to command 
nature at will. 
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b. “What manner of man is this?” – The disciples did not fully 
understand who Jesus was, but they were beginning to realize He 
was more than just a prophet. 

B. If Jesus controls the wind and the sea, what else does He control? 
1. He controls your circumstances, whether good or bad. 

a. We can trust Him during times of difficulty. 
b. We should not be complacent during good times. 

2. He controls your health. 
a. He is still capable of healing, so we should always pray for the sick. 
b. God does not always choose to heal, but you can trust Him even 

when you’re struggling with health issues (2 Cor. 12:7-10). 
3. He controls your eternal destiny. 

 
Conclusion:  Early in 2006, a terrible tornado struck southeast Missouri.  I was a pastor 
in that area at the time, and I remember that night well.  It was a Sunday night, and 
since our area was under a tornado warning, we canceled our evening service.  The 
area where I lived was not hit by the tornado, but it was hit by the worst hailstorm I’ve 
ever seen.  The hail was almost as big as baseballs (no, I’m not exaggerating!).  Some 
tornadoes did hit about twenty miles south, and they did extensive damage.  Several of 
my friends suffered damage to their homes, and one church building in my association 
was demolished.  It was a difficult time for many people. 
God does not always promise to protect us from storms – literal or figurative.  We live in 
a fallen world, and as long as we are here, we will always face hardship and tragedy.  
However, God does promise He will be with us through it all.  If you’re going through a 
storm right now, please remember that our Lord is still with you, and He does care.  He 
doesn’t promise you will avoid the storms of life, but He does promise He will bring you 
through them.  He knows what He is doing, so just trust Him! 
_____________________ 
1 To learn more about the order of events in the life of Jesus, I highly recommend A 
Harmony of the Gospels, by A.T. Robertson, and The NIV Harmony of the Gospels, by 
Robert L. Thomas and Stanley N. Gundry. 
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