
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of “Jesus Changes 
Everything,” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small 
group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
Introduction: “I feel like I’m leading the blind.” That’s the statement that my wife often 
makes as our son places his right hand on her left shoulder for her to lead him to the 
car. He’s not blind, but he has some medical conditions that make him dizzy enough to 
need help getting from place to place. Doctor after doctor has been unable to give us 
the help that we have so desperately been seeking. It’s frustrating to see your son not 
be able to experience life in the way that you expected for him. I can understand the 
feelings that the parents of a boy born blind must have felt. Jesus knew those feelings 
too.  

The son born to these parents was also the creation of God, and God does not enjoy 
seeing his creations suffer. But God had allowed this suffering for a reason. The day 
would come when the suffering would be over, and its end would bring God glory.  

 
1. Some people are blind to their need for healing. “blind from birth” 

 
A birth is normally such a wonderful experience in the life of a family. But this 
time, something had gone wrong. Mom was the first to notice that there was a 
problem. She saw the blank stares and noticed that Johnny didn’t react to her 
until she spoke to him. Dad just told her that she was an over-protective mother 
with her first child. And yet, in the back of his mind, there was something gnawing 
at him…things that he had noticed. He kept telling himself that things would get 
better. But they didn’t. Their son was blind. It was obvious to all. 

But Johnny didn’t know what it was like to see, so blindness didn’t bother 
him all that much. To him, it was normal. He heard them talking about how 
wonderful sight was, and he knew they were able to experience life in a way that 
he could not, but he was content with his blindness. Anyone who told him he 
could have more was just raising false hopes. 
 Ever since Adam, all of humanity has been born with Johnny’s condition – 
blindness. Not blind to the sun, but blind to our own blindness (Matt. 15:14; Jn. 
9:40-41). We’re blind to our sinfulness and our helplessness and the danger that 
we are in. So we fail to reach out for the help that is available in Jesus Christ, 
stumbling through life as if the life that we are living is the life that we were meant 
to live.  

Johnny eventually grew into a man. He couldn’t understand the seeing 
world, and they couldn’t understand his world. But he learned to cope. Never 
having seen, he didn’t know what he was missing, so that helped to dull the pain 
of the blindness a little bit. But it didn’t help to dull the pain of the accusations. He 
had never gotten over the way that people talked to him and his parents. They 
were so judgmental. Maybe he heard the question that Jesus’ disciples asked of 
him on that day. He couldn’t see, but there was nothing wrong with his hearing. 
 

 

Sermon Series:  Jesus Changes Everything 
To be used with:  Jesus Heals 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  I once was blind… 
Scripture: John 9:1-8 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

2. Some people are blind to the cause for their sickness. (vs. 3) 
 

“Who sinned?” Every time he heard that question, it sent chills up his spine. But 
somebody has to be at fault, don’t they? And I must be at fault somehow 
because the bad thing has happened to me. My marriage has broken up, so I 
must have been a bad wife. I got beat up by my dad, so I must have been a bad 
kid. I lost my job, so I must have been a bad employee. My kids have rebelled 
against God and are in trouble with the law, so I must have been a bad parent. 
The people at that time were doing the same thing that people today still do – 
looking for a reason for the negative things that happen in the lives of people. 

Each of the reasons for why bad things happen falls into one of four 
categories.  They are sin, Satan, sanctification, and to show. Some of the pain in 
my life is because of sinful choices that I have made (Gal. 6:7-8). I need to 
constantly assess my relationship with God and repent of any known sin so that I 
can enjoy His blessing (Ps. 139:23-24). Satan also is a cause for pain. He is the 
enemy of Jesus Christ. That makes him our enemy too (Eph. 6:12). He is going 
to do everything he can to get us to question our faith and make us miserable. 
Submit to God, and resist him (James 4:7). Don’t blame Satan for every painful 
circumstance; God too will bring pain, but he does it in order to sanctify us. 
Sanctification is the process that we go through in life that makes us more and 
more like Jesus (Rom. 8:28-29). The things that we experience, good and bad, 
will allow God to break us, melt us, mold us and shape us into that beautiful 
artwork that He originally intended for us to be (Prov. 17:3). There are also times 
that God allows pain to show us that He is the one who is all-powerful, worthy of 
all the praise and glory, and that we are totally dependent on Him. (2 Cor. 12). 
This was also the reason in the life of the blind man that Jesus encountered that 
day. Had he not been born blind, then there would have been no opportunity for 
Jesus to work a miracle in his life, and there would have been no display of 
God’s power. How do you respond to a need, a hurt, a pain in your life? Can I 
make a suggestion? Respond to it with joy, because a need is an opportunity for 
God to work a miracle.  

 
3. Some people are blind to the cure for their sickness. (vs. 4-7) 

 
If you were to go back and examine all the healings that Jesus did in the 
Scriptures, you would discover some interesting facts. One is that in almost every 
instance, there was physical touch between Jesus and the person who needed 
healing. Jesus wanted to get intimately involved in the lives and the pain of the 
persons that He loved. A second thing that you would discover is that Jesus 
sometimes healed immediately, and other times, He healed through a process. 
Finally, in every case, faith in Jesus resulting in action was always necessary 
before healing could come. Jesus could have healed this man’s eyes 
immediately, but He put mud on them and told him to go wash. Why? Because 
the going and the washing was an evidence of the faith that the man had in 
Jesus. 

When we are in pain, we want healing from the hurt, and we want it now. 
The blind man had to obey Jesus and go wash in the pool, but my obedience 
might involve something much harder. It means making my allegiance to God 
more sure than my desire for healing (Ex. 20:1-3). It requires loving, praying for 
and working toward the good of those who have created my pain (Matt. 5:44; 
Rom. 12:19-20). It means rejoicing in the Lord even before He answers my 
prayer (Phil. 4:4). It means giving thanks in the midst of the circumstance 
allowing your pain to make you better instead of letting it make you bitter (1 Thes. 
4:18). We have faith that He can heal us. That’s great. But do we have enough 
faith to do what He requires us to do? “But I don’t want to do anything! I just want 
to sit here and let you heal me!” It doesn’t work that way. 
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Jesus placed a requirement on the blind man. He told him to go and wash 
in the Pool of Siloam which was outside the city wall. Couldn’t he have made it a 
little easier? There were other places that he could have washed that were closer 
by. The level of difficulty showed the level of faith. But look at the result again.  
 “. . . so the man went and washed, and came home seeing.” (v. 7) He did what 
Jesus told him to do, and he was healed.  
 

Conclusion: Everything changed on that day for the blind man. Not all of the change 
was pleasant. People responded differently to him. His neighbors responded with 
skepticism and surprise (v. 8-12), the Pharisees with disbelief and prejudice (v. 13-34, 
and his parents with fear (v. 20-23). He responded to people differently too. He wasn’t 
the begging blind man on the side of the road anymore. Now, he was a bold, blatant 
witness (v. 25-34). Jesus had not only healed his eyes. He had healed his sense of 
worthiness in the eyes of God. He responded differently to life. He was going to have to 
go out and earn a living. The release from his blindness didn’t mean a painless, 
carefree life. But it meant that God loved Him, and if God could empower Him to 
overcome his greatest pain, then he could trust God with all the other pains that would 
come too. And this healing caused him to respond differently to Jesus. Later on that 
day, or maybe even several days later, Jesus and the man had another encounter (v. 
35-38). A seeing man responds to Jesus differently than a blind man does. A seeing 
man responds with worship and with sacrificial obedience. When a blind man receives 
his sight, everything changes. Nothing remains the same. 
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