
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of “Jesus Changes 
Everything,” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small 
group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  

Introduction: On Dec. 24, 1956, when Judy Charest was 3 months old, her father went 
to take a shower. When he came out, Judy and her mother, Marguerite Hunt, were 
gone. "She had driven to the Shelby Street Bridge, and with me in her arms, she jumped 
90 feet," Judy recounts for 90-year-old Harold Hogue during a recent visit to StoryCorps 
in Nashville, Tenn. Harold, who worked as an engineer with the Nashville Bridge Co. at 
the time, was part of a group of people who ran to the river after someone spotted her 
mom floating in it. "She was hollerin', 'Save my baby!' And my good friend, Jack Knox, 
jumped in the river at that point," he says. "But it was cold. … And so when Jack first 
handed you to me I just started running up the bank. And after two or three steps I 
heard the baby grunt. I thought, 'This is too good to be true, she's still alive.' It was a 
miracle." It was a Christmas rescue. 
 No one knew what was going to happen on that day. There was no warning. No 
one could fathom that a mother would come that close to willingly taking the life of her 
child. But for another mother who lived even further back in history, there was ample 
warning that her child would sacrifice Himself one day to be her savior. The mother was 
Mary, and the baby was Jesus. Mrs. Hunt’s baby was rescued from the water, but 
Mary’s baby was going to rescue all who would come to Him from so much more. 
 

1. The prophets told that Jesus would save us from aloneness. “Emmanuel” 
(Is. 7:14) 

 
At the time that these words were written, the Israelites felt alone. They had done 
it to themselves. It wasn’t that God had abandoned them; it was that they had 
abandoned God. They felt alone, but they weren’t alone. After bemoaning the 
reality that Israel not only felt abandoned by God but was also devoid of godly, 
human leadership (Uzziah), Isaiah had a vision (Is. 6:1ff). And from that vision, it 
became apparent that God was still on His throne, that He still was being 
worshipped and that He still was interacting with men to bring about their 
cleansing. But God was still far away. Isaiah had to go where He was by vision or 
by some other means to interact with Him. So to Isaiah, God gave a prophecy. 
God was going to come down and dwell with men. Immanuel – God with us, God 
among us. Not just God’s favor; God’s presence. 
 Several hundred years later, Israel once again felt alone. It wasn’t 
because of idolatry but because of oppression. No one had heard the voice of 
God for four hundred years, and God had allowed the Romans to invade and 
conquer. This time, God didn’t send a vision to a prophet, but an angel to the 
fiancé of a virgin to communicate once again that humanity was not alone (Matt. 
1:22-23). 
 Do you ever feel alone? Try being an unwed mother in an environment 
where such behavior could get you stoned to death! But she had evidence that 
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she was not alone. It was inside her. That’s where your evidence is too – inside 
you. Your circumstances may say that you are alone, and you may have done 
some things to push God away. But He is near to the brokenhearted, and He will 
be found by those who seek Him with their whole heart (Deut. 4:29). 

 
2. The prophets told that Jesus would save us from injustice. “gov’t on His 

shoulders” (Is. 9:6) 
 

Injustice and government go together. It shouldn’t be that way, but it often is. The 
highest function of government is supposed to be to insure that citizens receive 
justice. But something usually happens when people get power. They become 
intoxicated by it and begin to act in a way that distances them from the promises 
that got them elected. Powerful people receive the perks, and those that aren’t 
get pushed aside.  
 Isaiah prophesied to Judah during the reigns of four kings: Uzziah, 
Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah (Is. 1:1). Three out of the four of these kings “did 
what was right in the eyes of the LORD” (2 K. 15:34). Justice prevailed. But Ahaz 
went so far from the Lord as to have his own son sacrificed in the service of a 
false god. And then Hezekiah was followed by Manasseh of whom it is said that 
he led Judah to do more evil than the nations that the Lord had destroyed (2 K. 
21:9). That’s the problem with human leaders – you never know what you’re 
going to get, and you never know if they are going to change like Uzziah did. 
 But Isaiah prophesied about a different kind of leader. This leader would 
bring about a perfect government and with it, a perfect society. Isaiah said of him 
that He would be the Wonderful Counselor – the one whom His citizens could go 
to knowing that He would listen and that He would have the answer to the 
deepest needs of their hearts. He would also be the Mighty God – the one who 
has the power to accomplish whatever needs to be done and can overcome any 
obstacle to make it happen. Unlike human politicians who die or leave office, this 
leader would be the Everlasting Father – the One who stays on the throne 
permanently and whose perfect edicts would never be undone by His successor. 
And then Isaiah said of Him that He was the Prince of Peace – peace within 
Himself not worrying about whether or not His laws would be upheld in the courts 
or liked by the pundits and peace in His land as His policies are carried out. This 
Ruler would finally bring about justice for His people. 

 
3. The prophets told that Jesus would save us from insignificance. “thou be 

little…ruler in Israel” (Micah 5:2) 
 

Bethlehem was small. Unimportant. It’s only claim to fame was that it was the 
birthplace of one of Israel’s greatest kings – David. But nothing much had 
happened in Bethlehem since then. That is, until one night, when two weary 
travelers showed up at the door of an inn looking for a place to stay. They were 
turned away due to a lack of room but were instead offered the warmth of a barn 
and the companionship of animals. There in that small town on a night like 
countless others to two seemingly insignificant people, the most important event 
in all of history happened. A baby was born. Suddenly, Bethlehem became THE 
place to be, not because of how great the city was but because of how great its 
newest resident was. The angels announced it, and so did the shepherds. The 
magi from the east eventually came, and it was Micah’s prophecy that led them 
and then Herod to focus all their attention on this little town that few had ever 
paid much attention to. 
  Do you ever feel small – like you don’t really matter to anyone? We live in 
a society that assesses value and importance based on what you can achieve. 
When you don’t achieve enough, you get tossed aside. Even when others act as 
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if you are invisible, know this: you matter to God. Jesus’ coming proves it (Rom. 
8:32). And He came to an insignificant place and became an insignificant person 
(Phil. 2:7) in order to show you that significance is not found in what you can 
produce. It is found in who you are – a child of God (Matthew 3:17; 1 Jn. 3:1-2). 

 
4. The prophets told that Jesus would save us from sin. “wounded for our 

transgressions” (Is. 53:5)  
 

It is true that Jesus saved us from aloneness. But a spouse or a child or a friend 
can accomplish that. It is true that Jesus saved us from injustice. But a large 
bank account and the lawyer that it buys can do that too. It is true that Jesus 
saved us from insignificance. But great accomplishments will make people pay 
attention. Other people and things can meet each of these needs in our lives, at 
least in the short term. But only Jesus can save us from our sins. This is the 
primary reason that He came (Luke 19:10). 
 Sin is the cause of these other needs. Sin separated us from each other 
and from God (Is. 59:2). But Jesus, through His death and resurrection, bridged 
the gap between both and made forgiveness possible (Eph. 2:11-15). Sin is the 
cause for injustice because it breeds pride, and selfishness and a lack of love. It 
is sin that blinds us to the source of true value – ours and others. We begin to 
foolishly compare ourselves to others (2 Cor. 10:12) instead of accepting that 
being made in the image of God and being brought into the family of God are 
enough to give us infinite worth and significance. The only way to effectively and 
permanently deal with a problem is to attack it at its root. And the root of our 
great problems is sin. Unfortunately, there was nothing we could do to pull up this 
root (Eph. 2:8-9). So Jesus, as was prophesied, came into our world and 
overcame the problem that we had created. 
 

Conclusion: Twenty-one years passed before Judy found out what happened that 
Christmas Eve. "Growing up, I just never knew," she says. "Christmas Day, Daddy 
would hold me tight and I always wondered why." … Harold didn't know the name of the 
baby he ran up the bank with that day, and for years wondered what had happened to 
her. When the two met again in 2015, it was an emotional reunion. "We hugged for a 
long time…," says Judy, who is now 60 years old. "You know, if it hadn't been for you I 
would not be here today. And, uh, I want you to be remembered as a very wonderful 
humble man, but most of all a hero."i 
 Harold did a great thing. Judy would say he did a heroic thing. He was willing to 
sacrifice his life for a baby. But of far greater significance is that 2000 years ago, the 
Father was willing to sacrifice His only Son to rescue people who had willingly put 
themselves in great danger. And if it hadn’t been for the rescue that Jesus provided, all 
of us could say that we would not be here today. He is the hero that changed 
everything. 
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