
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of “Jesus Changes 
Everything,” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small 
group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
Introduction: There is no such thing as a perfect wedding. A young couple, very much 
in love, was getting married. Sue, the wife to be, was nervous about the big occasion 
and so the pastor chose one verse that he felt would be a great encouragement to her. 
The verse was 1 John 4:18 which says, “There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts 
out fear.” 

Rather unwisely, the pastor asked the best man to read it out loud and to say that 
the pastor felt that this was a very appropriate verse for Sue. The best man was not a 
regular churchgoer. And so he did not know the difference between the Gospel of John 
and the first letter of John. As instructed, he introduced his reading by saying that the 
pastor felt this was a very appropriate verse for Sue. Instead of reading 1 Jn. 4:18, he 
read John 4:18, which says, “You have had five husbands and the one that you now 
have is not your husband.”  
 This morning, we come to look in on a wedding that had a bigger problem. They 
were quickly running out of refreshments for all the guests that they had invited to the 
party. In particular, they were running out of wine. And once they ran out of wine, the 
celebration would be over. The joy would be gone. They were running on empty.   

1. Admit that there is a problem. (vs. 1-3a)  
 

Though we don’t know the names of the bride and groom at this particular 
wedding, we are familiar with some of the people that were present there. Mary, 
Jesus’ mother was there. Jesus and His first disciples, having been invited to the 
celebration, arrived on the 3rd day – almost at the halfway point of the feast. 

From a human perspective, it would look like Jesus had bad timing, for He 
arrived just as the supplies for the feast were about to run out. Jesus often does 
that. That’s when people recognize that they have a need for Him. Mary may 
very well have been the one responsible for planning and coordinating the feast. 
It would have been embarrassing for her to admit that she had messed up and 
not planned on enough wine. Embarrassing or not, she was willing to admit that 
there was a need. 

That’s what we have to do too. We have to admit that there is a need – 
that we are running dry. When you come to church on Sunday morning, I know 
that you feel like everyone is expecting you to have a smile on your face and act 
like the world is a friendly place, and that all is okay in your life. But that may not 
be the case. And you’ve got to be willing to admit that to God. And you’ve also 
got to be willing to admit that the reason that you are missing that joy in your life 
quite possibly could be that there is un-confessed sin in your life.  You haven’t 
been obeying the teachings of Jesus. It may be embarrassing, but your joy 
cannot be restored until you deal with the leak that is draining it dry. 
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2. Bring the problem to Jesus. (vs. 3b-4) 
 

When Mary realized that there was a problem, she correctly took the problem to 
Jesus. This family may not have exhibited a great deal of wisdom in how they 
planned for the wedding celebration, but the wisest thing that they could have 
ever done was to invite Jesus. The very presence of Jesus at this wedding 
opened the possibility to a miracle. In case you weren’t aware of it, Jesus is 
present with you wherever you are in whatever situation you may be facing. The 
very fact that Jesus is present means that there is enough power to resolve 
whatever problem you may be facing.  

Mary came to Jesus and communicated the problem to Him, expecting 
Him to jump at her suggestion. His response toward her seems a little cold and 
hard. And there are times when we bring our requests to God for what we think 
would fix the problems in our lives that God’s response seems cold and hard. It 
seems like the windows of heaven are shut up. But the response that Jesus gave 
to Mary was to let her know that she was no longer in control. He was no longer 
under obligation to do what she wanted when she wanted it. He was under 
obligation to fully obey His heavenly Father not His earthly mother. 

When it comes to asking God to do certain things in our lives, God is 
under no obligation to do things our way or in our time. He commands us; we do 
not command Him. God knows better than we ever could what will bring us the 
most joy and when is the most beneficial time for Him to answer our requests.  

 
3. Do whatever He tells you to do to fix the problem. (vs. 5-10) 

 
Inviting Jesus to the party made it possible for the supply to be renewed and 
refreshed. But the simple fact that Jesus was there did not resolve the situation. 
The presence of Jesus in other situations produced anger, rebellion and hatred. 
In order to experience joy in Jesus’ presence, He has to be Lord and Master of 
your life. You have to listen for what He tells you, and then, you must obediently 
do it. Obedience turns possibility into reality. 

Mary said, “Do whatever He tells you to do.” At that moment, Jesus 
ceased to be a guest and became the Master. And at that moment, a miracle 
began to happen. People are perfectly willing to have Jesus as a guest in their 
lives. But they are not willing to turn over control and “do whatever He tells” them, 
and so they never have their lives changed by a miracle. 

The Bible records that there were 6 stone pots there. Their purpose was to 
hold water that the Jews could use for purification. They would come to the pots 
and let water run over their hands. It wasn’t a matter of sanitation but of 
ceremony. An outward show has never been able to produce joy. Simply coming 
to church, saying the prayers or even reading your Bible will not produce joy in 
you. If you say the prayers but refuse to listen to and obey God’s Spirit as He 
speaks to you, then your prayers will only produce emotional and spiritual conflict 
in your life.  

The servants heard Jesus speak, and they responded in obedience. They 
began the long process of filling the stone jars with water. It would have been 
tempting to do a half-hearted and half-completed job. After all, Jesus only said to 
“fill” the jars with water. He didn’t say how far to fill them. And “fill” is a word that 
can be interpreted in many ways depending on how hot it is and how late in the 
workday it is. They took Jesus’ words quite literally, and they filled them all the 
way to the brim, just shy of overflowing. 

Are you willing for your obedience to reach all the way to the brim even 
when the obedience that Jesus asks for doesn’t make sense to you? Or when it 
requires more work than you had originally intended on giving? Or when it forces 
you to rearrange your priorities and your schedule like these servants had to do? 
You see, the amount of joy that you experience is in direct proportion to the 
amount of obedience to the directives of Jesus that you give.  
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After the servants had filled the jars with water to the brim, Jesus then 
commanded them to draw and take what they drew to the master of the banquet 
for him to taste it. As far as we know, Jesus had not told the servants about the 
miracle that He was going to perform. To them, they were carrying a cup full of 
water not wine. But when the MC tasted what was brought to him, he got a 
mouthful of wine that was better than anything he had ever tasted before. 

 
4. Commit yourself to Jesus, the Problem-solver. (vs. 11)  

 
Mary’s initial request was fulfilled – not in her timing or in her way – but the result 
was far more than quenching thirst or saving from embarrassment. The result 
was faith. The Bible records that Jesus’ disciples that were present there at the 
wedding put their faith in Him as a result of what they saw. 

Two miracles happened on that day. The first was the changing of water 
into wine so that a celebration could continue for the rest of the week. But the 
second was much more significant. In the second miracle, the hearts of Jesus’ 
disciples were changed from condemned sinners to forgiven children of God so 
that a celebration could continue for the rest of eternity. You tell me. Which was 
the greater miracle? 

 
Conclusion: Much of what we would refer to as teaching happens in a formal setting, 
but the most effective teaching happens in real-world situations. That’s where Jesus did 
most of His teaching. Here at a wedding, Jesus taught truths that the participants would 
never forget. He taught that even at life’s best, problems are going to come. He taught 
that the only way for those problems to be resolved is to submit to His timing and His 
way. He taught that complete obedience in the smallest detail and to the fullest extent is 
necessary in order for real change to happen. And He taught that as significant as life’s 
struggles are, faith in the person and power of Jesus will give us a never-ending supply 
of joy. 
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