
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study I Am Just 
Passing Through.   
 
Introduction: This world is not our home. We are just passing through. We are 
“sojourners and exiles” (v. 11). We are resident aliens. We have a spiritual green card. 
We are expatriates. As citizens of heaven, Peter reminded us that we have an 
obligation and responsibility to live differently and distinctly in this world. In fact, our 
lifestyle should be so distinct that when unbelievers “see your good deeds,” they will 
“glorify God” (v. 12). As citizens of heaven, our behavior sets us apart from the rest of 
humanity. Here are four areas that distinguish us while we are passing through this 
earthly life.  
 

1. Abstain from sinful desires (v. 11).  
Sinful desires refer to the temptations that arise because we are living in the flesh and 
the reality of sin remains with us until we die. In response to those sinful desires, Peter 
says that we are to abstain, meaning that we are not to get involved with or to keep 
away from sin.  
 
In tempting situations, we are to flee, to run, to get away. That means avoiding 
situations where we quickly fall to temptation. It means turning off the TV or walking out 
of a theatre if we know that what we're watching is not pleasing to God. It means locking 
the refrigerator if that is what tempts you. It means avoiding certain groups of people 
that lead us into destructive behavior. 
 
Notice verse fifteen. People often ask, “What’s God’s will for my life? How can I know 
God’s will?” This verse tells you what God’s will is. “For it is God’s will that you silence 
the ignorance of foolish people by doing good” (2 Peter 2:15). God’s will for our lives is 
that we abstain from sinful desires so that our lives match what we say we believe. It is 
God’s will that we are an advertisement for Jesus Christ, at work, at play, at school.  
 

2. Conduct yourselves honorably (vv. 12, 17). 
Unbelievers are living all around us. Peter wrote, “Conduct yourselves honorably among 
the Gentiles, so that when they slander you as evildoers, they will observe your good 
works and will glorify God on the day he visits. . . . Honor everyone. Love the brothers 
and sisters. Fear God. Honor the emperor” (1 Peter 2:12, 17).  Eugene Peterson’s 
paraphrase is “Live an exemplary life among the natives so that your actions will refute 
their prejudices” (1 Peter 2:12 The Message). The word observe means not just a 
passing glance but a concentrated effort. People are making mental notes of us. People 
are watching us whether we like it or not, especially if we claim to be a believer. Peter 
said that people are watching our every move to see what kind of difference our faith 
makes in our lives. 
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What if everyone waited to see what effect our religion had on us before they decided to 
accept it? How many people would believe our religion based on observing the 
difference it has made in our lives? 
 

3. Submit to those in authority (vv. 13-14).   
Peter instructed his readers to respect the government and the ones who enforce the 
laws for the government. In fact, this verse covers any authority figures in life. We are to 
submit or to yield. The word submit is a military term that means "to get in line." He says 
that we are to yield to authority. We are to get in line. 
 
The doctrine of submission may be the hardest of all the biblical teachings to follow. We 
don't like the idea of someone else telling us what to do. We don't much care for rule 
and regulations. We are a lot like the little boy who disobeyed his mother. As 
punishment, she told him to sit in a chair in the corner. After a while, she asked him, 
"Have you learned your lesson yet?" With a look of defiance, he replied, "I'm sitting on 
the outside, but I'm standing on the inside." We laugh because we all have been there—
sitting on the outside, but fiercely standing on the inside. 
 
Submitting to authority is a mark of a believer. Submitting, like coming to a Yield sign 
when driving a car, means letting the other guy have his way first. Submission is not a 
sign of weakness; it is a sign of self-control. It is saying I don’t have to have my way all 
the time. By the way, insecure people have to have their way all the time. The opposite 
of submission is rebellion. The most unchristian action is rebellion. It is what caused 
Lucifer's expulsion from heaven. You are most like the devil when you are rebelling; 
you're most like Jesus when you are yielding.  
 
Why do we submit to those in authority? The answer is found in the little phrase in verse 
13, "for the Lord's sake." It means that there is a direct connection between the people 
in authority over us and God who is the Ultimate Authority. Submission to any authority 
is an aspect of our submission to Christ. Once we see that the Lord is intimately 
involved in every detail of our lives, then we will understand that obedience to authority 
is obedience to the Lord. And we will be able to give that obedience "for the Lord's 
sake" because we know that he is with us and watching over us even when we think the 
command we are obeying is foolish and shortsighted.  
 

4. Don’t use your freedom to cover up sin (v. 16). 
Peter warned us not to use our freedom as a cover-up for sin. Some Christians get so 
carried with the notion of liberty that they think human laws don't bind them. Such a 
view leads directly to spiritual anarchy. Are we free? Yes, we're free from the guilt of sin 
and the demands of the Old Testament legal system. But we're not free to "do our own 
thing" as if no one else matters and we're the center of the universe. We are free to 
submit to God and to serve him by helping others.  
 
Martin Luther put it this way: “A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A 
Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all.” We are both free and bound 
at the same time. 
 
In practical terms, this means we pay taxes even if we don't approve of certain 
government programs. We vote, but we don't lose our spiritual equilibrium if our 
candidate doesn't win. We obey the speed limit because it is the right thing to do. We 
obey those over us not because we like them but because they under God's sovereignty 
are in positions over us.  
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Conclusion: A saint is a person who makes it easy to believe in Jesus. How many of 
us would pass that test by the way we responded to tempting situations, by our 
everyday conduct, by submitting to authority, and by not using our freedom to cover up 
sin?  
 
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor, serving in Greenville, SC. You can follow his blog at 
www.rickezell.com.  


