
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study I Am a Minister.  
 
Introduction: When the word minister is said, many people think of a pastor or a 
missionary. The Bible says every believer is a minister. Now, not every believer is a 
pastor, but every believer is a minister. Any time our talents, abilities, and experiences 
are used to help somebody else, we are ministering. Ministry, therefore, is not reserved 
for a few. All believers are ministers of the gospel.  
 
Paul, in this passage, wrote of the traits needed to be a good minister of the gospel. 
 

1. One who is confident (vv. 4-5). 
Paul was a confident minister of the gospel. He had the assurance and belief that he 
could get the job done. He had extensive training as a Pharisee before his conversion, 
then three years alone with God, preparing for his public Christian ministry. He had an 
abundance of experience through his various teaching campaigns, missionary journeys, 
and launching new churches. As great as all this was, Paul knew that his confidence 
came as a result of God working through him. His confidence was not of self but from 
God. 
 
God gives us the confidence as he works in and through us. It’s God’s Spirit that gives 
us confidence. Harry Ironside said, “Christianity is not the natural life lived on a higher 
place. It is a divine life manifested in the energy of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
The minister endowed with the Spirit’s power and presence goes forth confidently 
serving others. 
 

2. One who is competent (v. 6). 
Not only was Paul confident; he was competent. He had the right skills and necessary 
expertise to function as a minister. His competency, like his confidence, came from 
God. God had poured his life into Paul, and now Paul had the right stuff and necessary 
tools to minister to others. 
 
We need not overlook competency in ministry. The calling is too high, the demands too 
important, the urgency too great, to not have someone with the aptitude and proficiency 
to accomplish the tasks. 
 

3. One who is committed (v. 6). 
Paul was in covenant with God to perform the ministry God had given him. A covenant 
arrangement is like a last will, which another party may accept or reject but cannot alter. 
Paul had agreed to this arrangement and was committed to fulfilling his part of the 
agreement. 
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The contrast between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant is necessary. The Old 
Covenant was essentially an objective, external standard that God revealed to his 
people Israel, without any special enabling grace. The New Covenant, in contrast, 
rested on promises that included the indwelling and empowering presence of God's 
Spirit. Also, whereas the Old Covenant “kills” people, in the sense that it showed how 
impossible it was to measure up to God’s requirements. The New Covenant, on the 
other hand, leads to “life,” because God’s Spirit helps the believer do God’s will. 
 
The minister has this new arrangement: Our part is to be obedient and faithful; God’s 
part is to implant us with his Spirit, giving us power and grace to accomplish his will. 
 

4. One who has clout (v. 8). 
Paul had clout. His powerful ministry allowed the Spirit of God to direct the church of 
God.  
 
When ministers are spirit-directed, they move from powerlessness to power, from 
ineffectiveness to effectiveness, from going through the motions to seeing God work 
and lives changed.  
 
How does a person allow the ministry of the Spirit to direct? The simple answer is, we 
ask God to lead us and we are obedient. In this way, God gets the glory. Otherwise, we 
are led by the flesh and are powerless. For effective ministry, submission to God is the 
key, and many ministers never find life-changing ministry because they refuse to 
submit.  
 
The difference between flesh-controlled and Spirit-led ministry is as dramatic as the 
distinction between rowing and sailing. A rower gets to a destination by personal strain, 
struggle, and effort. A sailor arrives under the wind’s power. Rowing is a good way to 
keep in shape but a lousy way to travel. Sailing taps the power of the wind and allows 
us to go much farther, much faster, with far less human effort than rowing. The Spirit-led 
ministry feels the wind of God’s spirit moving them forward to reaching God-directed 
goals. 
 

5. One who has character (v. 9). 
The word righteous speaks of living rightly before God and man. It refers to integrity, 
uprightness of character, and Christ-like behavior.  
 
A righteous person is whole, not fractionalized with duplicity or hypocrisy. Personal 
character is not something that we can necessarily see, but God can. Personal integrity 
is an issue of the heart that reveals a person the same in private as in public.  
 
For a minister, it’s all about character. Righteousness is of vital importance for a 
minister because the whole of ministry is about character. A dentist can have a moral 
failure and still be a dentist. A carpenter can have skirmishes with the law and still build 
houses. But, if a minister loses his character, he loses his vocation. And, the church and 
God’s name is damaged. 
 

6. One who communicates (v. 12). 
Paul, as a believer, knew the hope he had in Christ. Therefore, he was a bold 
communicator and spokesperson for Christ. Paul’s hope came from the confidence he 
had because of his relationship with Christ. Paul’s boldness or fearlessness was an 
ability to communicate God’s message with candor and power. His life was changed. 
He preached the power of the gospel with great boldness.  
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Conclusion: These essential characteristics made Paul a great minister of the gospel. 
When we implement them as a part of our lives, we, too, will be a great minister. 
 
 
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor, serving in Greenville, SC. You can follow his blog at 
www.rickezell.com.  


