
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Second Nature 
these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group 
study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction:  
In their song, A Reason to Sing, All Sons and Daughters sing these words: 

when the pieces seem too shattered 
to gather off the floor 
and all that seems to matter 
is that I can't feel you anymore 
is that I don't feel you anymore 
i need a reason to sing 

Singing often happens in the most unlikely of places. One of those places is in Psalm 
73. If you’d have met Asaph during his fit of rage a song of praise would be the last 
thing you’d expect. It didn’t seem that Asaph had a reason to sing. But even on the brink 
of hopelessness he turned to prayer. Hopelessness has a way of taking away our song. 
Prayer gives it back. We see this in the story of Asaph. 

1. Prayer gave Asaph a vision of God’s goodness 
Charles Spurgeon once said, “It is well to make sure of what we do know, for this will be 
good anchor hold for us when we are molested by those mysterious storms which arise 
from things which we do not understand.”  
Asaph wrote verse 1 after he had been with the Lord and had his perspective changed. 
He found himself questioning God’s goodness. He sums it up in verse 12. They are 
always at ease and they increase in riches. Sure doesn’t sound like the Lord is 
opposing the proud, does it? He’s envious of all the stuff they’ve got. He’s envious of 
these arrogant fools. And that’s why he says in verse 13 and 14 I’ve done all this for 
nothing. I’ve followed the Lord faithfully all these years. I’ve been the humble in that 
verse and I haven’t gotten grace—I’ve been stricken and rebuked every morning.  
Asaph’s worldview was threatening to unravel, so he did the only thing his desperate 
heart knew to do. He sought after the Lord. And here God graciously gave him a vision 
of reality. 

2. Prayer gave Asaph a vision of God’s upholding  
You’ll notice back in verse 2 that Asaph says, “I almost stumbled, I almost fell”. We see 
his rescue here. In verse 16-17 our psalmist is overcome with trouble. Thinking through 
this is weary. It doesn’t make sense. If God is good then good stuff should happen to 
good people and bad stuff should happen to bad people. That would make sense. That 
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would be simple. But it isn’t simple and it isn’t squaring up and so it’s a wearisome task 
says Asaph, until he goes to the sanctuary of God.  
In God’s presence, when he sees the eternal God, the holy of Holies, the everlasting 
God, it begins to make sense. His eyes change perspective. He stops looking at the fat 
on their tables and begins to see the famish in their souls. They aren’t secure. They are 
set on slippery places and they will come to ruin in but a moment. Everything that they 
are hoping in and everything that is making them smile is fleeting. It doesn’t last. 
Prayer redirects our hearts to see God as He really is. When we get his vision of things 
even though we might not be eating prime rib and our wicked neighbor is, all they have 
is prime rib. Through prayer we see God’s upholding hand. 
These brutish and ignorant men are consumed. Why in the world would he be envious 
of the arrogant, the foolish, the wicked, the scoffer? This is all they’ve got. They’ve only 
got this shiny stuff. Covetousness makes a man miserable. Prayer will give a man eyes 
to see eternity. But Asaph realized he was just like those foolish and covetous men.  
I love verse 23. “Nevertheless…” What a sweet word! I was a brute, an ignorant fool 
who said, and felt, and entertained thoughts that are damned. But nevertheless…You 
are a great sinner…nevertheless…Christ died for the ungodly. Nevertheless, 
Asaph…”you hold my right hand.” Why can we sing today? We can sing because we 
have moments where we are ignorant and brutish but that “nevertheless” goes deeper 
than any sin we could ever commit.  
 

3. Prayer gave Asaph a vision of his portion 
Our portion isn’t God and stuff. It’s God. Asaph’s argument is that all that other stuff is 
the portion of the wicked. That’s all they get. That’s their lot. Yeah, believers might 
borrow these things. Use them–enjoy them, even. But it isn’t our portion. God is. 
Asaph didn’t receive comfort by saying something like, “You mean, I get all of these 
riches on earth—AND GOD too?!?!  Hallelujah!” No, he receives comfort because he 
realizes that nothing compares to God. If God is His portion He has everything that He 
needs. Why be bitter when you’ve got the greatest treasure? 
Prayer helped Asaph see that God is enough. And that’s not a consolation prize that is 
saying that he really is more than enough. I think these words of John Piper reflect what 
Asaph is saying in Psalm 73: 

Propitiation, redemption, forgiveness, imputation, sanctification, liberation, 
healing, heaven—none of these is good news except for one reason; they bring 
us to God for our everlasting enjoyment of him. If we believe all these things have 
happened to us, but do not embrace them for the sake of getting to God, they 
have not happened to us. Christ did not die to forgive sinners who go on 
treasuring anything above seeing and savoring God. And people who would be 
happy in heaven if Christ were not there, will not be there. The gospel is not a 
way to get people to heaven; it is a way to get people to God. (God is the Gospel, 
47) 

Conclusion:  
In verse 26 Asaph says, “my strength and my heart may fail”. It happened to Asaph. His 
knees buckled. He was a stout and devout man, but all it took was one glance of his 
eyes to fixate on the forbidden fruit and he became like Eve—crippled by covetousness. 
We too may have seasons where our strength fails. Thankfully our strength is not our 
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anchor. We too may have seasons where our heart fails. Thankfully our heart is not our 
anchor.  
The Lord Jesus and his accomplishment is our anchor. It is because of him that we 
have a reason to sing. It is because of Jesus that the Lord is our portion forever. We 
inherit everything because of Jesus. It is in him that we have all the spiritual blessings.  
Mike Leake is the husband of Nikki, father of Isaiah and Hannah, and the pastor at First 
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