
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Second Nature 
these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group 
study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: If you were tasked with describing the person God uses what 
characteristics would you list? I doubt you’d have bitter, hasty, greedy, proud, violent, 
and blasphemous on your list. That’s the problem that Habakkuk has with what God is 
doing in his time. God decided to use godless men to accomplish his purposes. This 
didn’t make sense to Habakkuk.  
 
You and I likely have a list of questions just as Habakkuk did. Sometimes God does 
things that simply do not make sense to us. We also know that God is sovereign over 
our circumstances. When things in our life do not seem to match up with God’s revealed 
character we get confused. Christ-centered-living calls us to trust God even when things 
don’t make sense. The story of Habakkuk is a great picture of such trust.  
 

1. Why Habakkuk is upset 
How can a holy and omnipotent God allow his people to be as vile and sinful as the 
world? That was Habakkuk’s question to God. The prophet likely appreciated God’s 
response, at least in part. God was going to deal with his children; he was not turning a 
blind eye. The problem, though, was that God was going to use the Babylonians to 
judge His people.  
This would be like God saying that he is going to use ISIS (or ISIL) as his instrument to 
judge the Western world. That doesn’t seem quite right, does it? That would cause you 
to say something like, ““Your eyes are too pure to look on evil, and You cannot tolerate 
wrongdoing. So why do You tolerate those who are treacherous? Why are You silent 
while one who is wicked swallows up one who is more righteous than himself?” 
Do you hear your complaint in Habakkuk’s?  Why do you let the wicked prosper and the 
righteous suffer?  Moreover how are you using the wicked to judge us?  Should they not 
be judged?  Should this not be reversed? 

2. God’s response to Habakkuk 
Habakkuk is upset with what God is doing in the world. But notice his posture. He sits 
and waits for God’s answer. He doesn’t want to go anywhere else for answers, he 
knows that only God can make sense of his questions. And God graciously responds to 
his prophet.  
God doesn’t give Habakkuk a full-fledged response to the problem of evil. Really all he 
does is tell the prophet to trust in him.  
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Habakkuk 2:4 is quoted three times in the New Testament. Though perhaps not as 
specific as we’d like it is the answer to Habakkuk’s questions and ours. We are made 
right with God by grace through faith!  It is through a belief and trust in God that we are 
made right with Him.  And this is what God is revealing to Habakkuk.  The Babylonians 
are going to be judged and if you trust in me and look to me as your rock and your 
Redeemer though they die and though you might be dealt difficult times you will live.   
God’s answer is true even today of anyone who isn’t trusting in Him by grace through 
faith. There are five truths that God says we should consider in the life of those who 
look like they are getting away with it.  

• Those that plunder others will themselves be plundered. 
• Those who seek security and economic gain at the expense of others will be 

condemned 
• Those who seek to further their own kingdom by unholy means will be brought 

low, and those who seek their own glory will bow at the glory of the Lord. 
• Those that humiliate and shame others will themselves be shamed. 
• Those that trust in idols will become like them, dead and nothing. 

You don’t want to be in that list. When God spoke these words to Habakkuk the 
circumstances for the Babylonians looked much brighter than they did with Habakkuk. 
But through trusting in God things will eventually make sense. 

3. Habakkuk’s settled position 
When we find ourselves in a position where your circumstances don’t seem to match up 
with God’s character we can learn from Habakkuk. The first thing we can learn is to 
remember the mighty works of God in the past. Habakkuk recited the history of God’s 
dealing with his people. Likewise, we can remember how God has remained faithful to 
His church and more personally how God has remained faithful to us.  
Secondly, Habakkuk teaches us to rest in God’s character. You see God’s character 
revealed in Habakkuk 3:3-15. God reveals himself as holy, good, powerful, and 
sovereign. The very things we need in order to trust him in difficult times. 
Thirdly, we learn to remain still until God speaks. Habakkuk waited for the Lord. He was 
honest with God, he cried out to the Lord, and he wanted for deliverance. Habakkuk 
3:16 tells us that this isn’t just pie in the sky theology. He knew difficult times were 
coming but he also knew that God would eventually come through.  
Lastly, we must rejoice in God’s salvation. Habakkuk 3:13 points to Jesus’ work of 
crushing the head of the serpent. He “went out” for the salvation of His people. Those 
who are in Christ no longer have to fear—even when circumstances don’t make 
sense—because we know our greatest issue has already been solved on the Cross. 
Because of the work of Christ we can truly pray and live out Habakkuk 3:17-19. 
 
Conclusion:  
Do you trust God even when things are difficult?  Can you say, though I have no fun, 
though I have no food, though I see no light at the end of the tunnel, though I do not 
understand what is going on, I am going to sit here and wait on God and rejoice in His 
great salvation?  In other words, is Jesus enough?   
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