
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call 
to a Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had 
given them he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Second 
Nature, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: Never understatement the influence of a godly and praying mother. Such 
women can change the course of human history as they mold and make their child. 
And, then give that child to God for his service.  
 
One such mother who had such an impact was Hannah. Hannah was married to 
Elkanah who lived in the hill country of Ephraim near Shiloh. He had two wives. His 
other wife was Peninna. She was extremely fertile, bearing children often. Hannah 
wanted a baby desperately, but she was not able to conceive.  
 
At this time child-bearing was considered a great blessing and infertility a curse. An 
inescapable irony exists. The same God who commanded humanity, and specifically 
Israel, to be fruitful and multiply had made Hannah the Israelite incapable of fulfilling the 
divine command.  
 
To make matters worse, Peninnah could not keep quiet about her fertility, taunting and 
mocking Hannah, concerning her barrenness. Although Elkanah loved Hannah and was 
very kind to her, Peninnah’s unkindness in addition to Hannah’s grief was too much for 
her to bear.  
 
Hannah prayed. Hannah’s story reveals that prayer not only brings blessings through an 
answer of yes, but it builds faith and brings peace of mind. Hannah offered a trust-filled 
prayer for God to give her a child; and in this particular case, God said, “Yes.” 
 
Her actions provide us with a great example to follow as we seek God’s answers to our 
prayers. 
 

1. We should make bold requests. (1:9-11) 
In her saddened and distressed condition, Hannah prayed to God, asking boldly for a 
son. In early history, it was the son that carried on the father’s name. Hannah knew that 
the source of children was not her husband, though he had a part to play in the 
conception process, but God, the source and the giver of gifts, even children. So, in a 
bold move when she was at the end of her rope and in great desperation and utter 
sadness, she asked God for a son.  
 
Granted many barren women have prayed, asking God for a child. God chooses to 
answer those prayers sometimes but other times not. I don’t know why this is true. 
Some people believe God closes the wombs of godly women so they and their 
husbands can adopt orphan children. There may be some truth in that. I don’t know. But 
I do know this: God understands our pain and loves us and desires the best for us. He 
remembers our prayers just as he did Hannah’s. When he doesn’t answer the prayers 
for conceiving children, then we trust his heart.  
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Nevertheless, God honors bold prayers. He delights in doing the impossible. He wants 
His children to come boldly to the throne of grace, beseeching Him to work miracles. 
Prayers based on faith and trust, believing that God can accomplish more than we can 
think or imagine. 
 

2. We should promise to honor God with answered prayers. (1:11) 
Hannah was not just asking for herself for a son, but she wanted to give this son back to 
God. Her prayer—though filling a personal need—would impact the nation. This son 
would be given to God for use in His service as a priest. She promised the Lord that if 
He would give her a son, she would dedicate him to God as a Nazirite (a man set apart 
to serve God). 
 
God answers prayers according to His will not ours. When our prayers impact His 
kingdom and His people He answers. That’s why we need to know His Word, study His 
ways, and be familiar with His wants. We tend to pray selfishly; those prayers usually 
remain unanswered. But when we pray God-honoring prayers that serve God’s purpose 
to accomplish His good they tend to be answered. 
 

3. We should seek affirmation for our petition. (1:17-18) 
While Hannah was earnestly and silently praying (v. 13), Eli, the priest at the tabernacle 
in Shiloh, saw her and mistook her mouthing the words for drunkenness. He 
encouraged her to give up drinking, but she corrected his mistake. Then, Eli affirmed 
that Hannah’s prayer would be answered. God would grant the petition. As a result, 
Hannah felt better. She was no longer sad. She had received affirmation that God would 
answer her prayer. 
 
Affirmation comes in a variety of ways, sometimes a feeling or a word from a friend or 
mentor, but more likely from God’s Word. When we pray according to the Bible, seeking 
to accomplish God’s will and extend God’s kingdom our prayers have a greater 
expectancy to be answered. 
 

4. We should fulfill our commitments. (1:26-28) 
The Lord answered Hannah’s prayer. She bore a son and named him Samuel, meaning 
“Asked of God.” When the child was old enough, she kept her promise to the Lord, 
taking him to Eli and giving him to the Lord to serve in the tabernacle. Hannah’s action 
revealed four actions of dedication: 

• Confirmation of love for God. As much as she loved her son, she loved God 
more. 

• Clarification of ownership. She understood stewardship. This child was a gift from 
God, given back to God. Her responsibility was to manage, not to own. 

• Commitment to raise the child God’s way. She committed to raise Samuel 
according to godly principles and standards. 

• Claiming God’s plan and purpose. She knew that God had a destiny for his child 
that was greater than any she could imagine. She was willing to let go of him so 
he could accomplish God’s agenda for his life.  

 
Hannah’s unselfishness and dedication are to be commendable. She longed for a child 
and once the child was given, she gave him back to God.  
 
By the way, how often have we asked God for a special request or favor, promising Him 
that if He gave it to us, then we would use it for His service, but didn’t? Here was a 
mother that was true to her word. Her integrity and character are noteworthy, providing 
us an example to follow. 
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5. We should be generous with our praise. (2:1-3) 
Hannah prayed again, but this time it was not a prayer of supplication but a prayer of 
praise. God has answered her prayer, now she was thanking, worshipping, and praising 
the giver of the gift. She had been weak, but God made her strong. Hannah recognized 
that her strength came from God and not from herself. She was not proud in her 
strength, but rejoiced in God’s ability to make a weakling strong. She also recognized 
the nature and character of God—He is holy; He is a rock. There is none like Him.  
 
Hannah’s actions remind us that our prayer is never finished until we praise the Giver of 
gifts and the One who has answered our prayers. Praise is acknowledging God’s role in 
our life and His place in our story.  
 
 
Conclusion: Hannah’s prayer gives us insight into God’s heart. God does not despise 
human desire. Hannah’s longing for a child was obviously placed in her heart by God 
himself. Hannah’s prayer, also, teaches us that God can use human weakness to 
accomplish great things. Samuel, Hannah’s son, grew up to be a great man of God—
the final judge and the prophet who anointed the first two kings of Israel. Hannah’s 
prayer glorifies God. Her weakness, her trust in God as she turned to Him, the fervency 
of her desire, and her faithfulness in bringing Samuel to God as promised are all 
evidences of God working in Hannah’s life. In the end, the focus is on God not on 
Hannah or Samuel. A reminder, once again, that prayer is more about God than us. 
And, answered prayer exalts and promotes God’s name. Hannah’s prayers show that 
from beginning to end, everything has a purpose, and trust in God is never misplaced. 
 
Hannah’s prayer reminds us to never understatement the influence of a godly and 
praying mother. Such women can change the course of human history as they mold and 
make their child. And, then give that child to God for His service.  
 
 
Rick Ezell is a pastor, living in Greenville, SC. Read his blog: 
definingmomentssc.wordpress.com.  
 


