
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call 
to a Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had 
given them he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Second 
Nature, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: A Russian priest got lost in the woods and wandered onto a military 
installation. A guard met him and asked: “Who are you? Why are you here?” The priest 
asked the guard, “How much do you get paid?” The guard asked, “Why?” The priest 
said, “I’ll double your pay if you will come to my home each morning and ask me those 
two questions: Who are you? Why are you here? 
 
Those are good questions. Questions we need to ask ourselves each day. 
  
John the Baptist appears to have asked and answered those questions each day. From 
the beginning, he knew the answer to who he was and why he was on earth. John had 
a vivid sense of destiny, the result of a heavenly assignment that came from a divine 
call upon his life. John’s call was to announce the coming of the Messiah. He was the 
herald of Christ. With deep courage and strong conviction, he convinced people that 
they were sinners. But, John realized that though he could convict people of their sin, he 
could not remove their sin. He could tell about the coming of the One who could and 
would remove both their sin and their guilt.  
 
John had waited a long time to make his announcement. And, suddenly, Jesus was 
there. In unrestrained excitement John said, “Look, there he is now, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world.” With this announcement, John’s purpose was 
coming to an end. He had seen Jesus and born witness that He was the Son of God. 
He had fulfilled his calling. His destiny was completed.  
 
Now, his popularity was waning. He was losing his job. His life’s calling was finished. 
Even the crowds, including John’s disciples, were following Jesus. This was reported to 
John. And, one gets the feeling that those who brought the news to John, concerning 
the decline of his rating, may have hoped that they would see John react negatively. But 
he did not. 
 
John’s response revealed a deep understanding of his understanding of Jesus and his 
singular focus. His response would be a great one for us to follow as well. 
 

1. Practice stewardship. (3:27) 
John’s disciples approached him as though the crowds and his followers belong to 
John. John knew he never owned the crowds or anything, for that matter. John thought 
and acted like a steward. He knew that all was given by God. 
 
The steward’s task is simply to properly manage the affairs or the possession for the 
owner until the owner comes to take it back. Stewards know that their gifts, talents, 
attention, money, possessions are all on borrowed time. Stewards simply manage those 
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“trusts” until the owner wants them back. Stewards live by the fundamental fact of 
creation: God owns it all. Their role is to manage it for him. 
 

2. Understand identity. (3:28) 
John understood who he was: the forerunner to Jesus; and, he understood who he 
wasn’t: the Christ. John’s identity was found in being the one who prepared the way for 
Jesus. This was no slighted task. He knew his role. He never attempted to usurp any of 
Jesus’ identity. He never developed a Messiah complex. He was the advance man, 
preparing the way, bearing witness to Jesus. 
 
It’s helpful in this world to remember who we are and who we aren’t. It’s important to 
separate what we do from who we are, too. For too many people what they do is 
indistinguishable from who they are. That’s why it’s hard when they lose a job or have a 
child move away from home.  
 
If we don’t understand our identity, we are susceptible to stronger people who will try to 
tell us who they think we are. If we don’t understand our identity, we will let others 
manipulate us and pressure us to do things we should not do.  
 

3. Realize purpose. (3:29) 
John understood his purpose. He was a forerunner to Jesus. He likened his purpose to 
that of a best man at a wedding. The best man’s purpose is to stand with the groom, to 
make sure all attention is riveted on him. The best man has fulfilled his purpose when 
he draws no attention to himself, but focuses all attention on the bride and groom. And, 
that’s what John did. If Jesus was the groom, then John was committed to being the 
one who caused all attention to be focused on Jesus. His purpose flowed from his call. 
 
Christ followers need an unwavering sense of purpose. Our purpose in every area of 
our life is to reflect all attention on Jesus.  
 
We are like the moon. We shed no light. Yet, we, like the moon, when touched by the 
Son, reflect light into the blackest of nights. 
 

4. Demonstrate commitment. (3:30) 
John demonstrated commitment like few others. No simpler, yet eloquent statement on 
commitment exists than John’s statement: “He must increase, but I must decrease” (v. 
30). Not many people could say what John said. Most of us want the fame and the 
amenities that come with it. It’s hard for people once in the spotlight to walk away from 
it. Hearing the crowds, receiving the accolades produces an addictive rush that few 
want to give up. But John did. John was committed to Jesus. He willingly gave up his 
fame, his power, his prestige, and his profession for Jesus.  
 
John’s call—the introduction of Jesus as the Lamb of God—had been accomplished. 
Having made the connection, John was satisfied and ready to withdraw.  
 
Christ’s followers demonstrate commitment by making life all about Jesus. We forgo 
selfishness and embrace glorifying Jesus. 
 
A child exists in all of us that says, “Watch me. Look at me. See me.” A faithful follower 
of Christ says, “Watch Jesus. Look at him. See what he’s doing.”  
 
 
Conclusion: So, let me ask you those questions that the guard asked the priest: Who 
are you? Why are you here? Can you answer with the same certainty as John? 
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Rick Ezell is a pastor, living in Greenville, SC. Read his blog: 
definingmomentssc.wordpress.com.  
 


