
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call 
to a Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had 
given them he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small 
group material is called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church  
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Second 
Nature, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: Child custody cases are always difficult, but this one was harder than 
most, because it involved determining maternity. Two women stood before the judge, 
each claiming that a living baby was hers. No witnesses were available, and blood tests 
and DNA tests had not been invented. How could the judge determine which woman 
was the true mother? 
 
With insight and wisdom, he ordered, “Bring me a sword. I will cut the living child in two 
and give half to one and half to the other.” 
 
One of the women cried, “Please . . . give her the baby! Don’t kill him!” 
 
This woman’s response revealed to the judge that she was the true mother. His 
decision was a stroke of genius, some would say, but it was far more than that. It was 
true wisdom. 
 
The judge was Solomon, the king of Israel. His wisdom was known throughout the 
known world. People—common and royalty—came from far and wide to hear his 
wisdom. His wisdom did not come naturally; his wisdom was supernatural. In fact, it was 
a gift from God. 
 

1. The Ask. (3:3-9) 
At age twenty, Solomon became the head of Israel, a formidable nation. His kingdom 
was so highly respected that Pharaoh, the Egyptian monarch, made an alliance by 
giving Solomon his daughter in marriage. Solomon succeeded his father, David who 
had ruled in faithfulness, righteousness, and uprightness of heart. Now, Solomon 
resided on the throne. He felt inferior: “I’m but a child.” He realized his limitations: “I 
don’t know how to go out or come in.” He was intimidated: “I’m in the midst of a great 
people, too many to count.”  
 
Solomon understood that his youth and inexperience could topple his kingdom. He had 
offered a thousand burnt offerings, seeking God’s help, approval, and guidance. But 
more was essential. He knew it and God knew it. Shortly thereafter God appeared to 
him in a dream, saying, “Ask. What should I give you?” (1 Kings 3:5). The request was 
most astonishing. God wanted nothing more than to give him a gift that would enable 
him to rule with honor and righteousness. 
 
Imagine such an offer from God. What would you ask for? Wealth? Who doesn’t want 
more money? Power? A larger kingdom? A bigger stake in the action? Who doesn’t 
want to be more in control? Personal beauty? A little vain, but who would turn that 
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down? Long life? As long as good health goes with it, everyone wants that. A beautiful 
wife? A handsome husband? A special honor or award? Musical or athletic ability? 
 
You name it. Solomon could have it. And, what did Solomon ask for? He asked for an 
understanding mind, the ability to discern right from wrong.  
 
If God says to you, “Ask whatever you want from me and I will give it to you,” ask for 
wisdom. Wisdom is better than wealth, power, beauty, a long life, and prestige.  
 

2. The Gift. (3:10-14) 
Solomon asked for wisdom and God gave it. He gave Solomon “a wise and 
understanding heart” (v. 12). A wise and understanding heart is an attentive, obedient, 
responsive mind, able to listen to the truth and apply it. It sees beneath the surface and 
looks with insight into people, things, and God. Issues are rarely black and white; 
they’re usually a shade of gray. A wise and understanding heart enables one to see 
simplicity in the midst of complexities, to understand direction in the midst of 
uncertainty, and to see truth in the midst of confusion. 
 
The gift of a wise and understanding heart provides insight for effective living. It’s divine 
discernment. It’s the right use of knowledge. It’s the ability to make the right calls. 
Sometimes it goes by its other names: good judgment, judicious, prudent, and sensible. 
Not very glamorous words, perhaps, but words you can shape a nation on; words you 
can build a life on. 
 
That’s what Solomon asked for: wisdom. And, here’s an interesting addition, God gave 
Solomon the things we would have probably asked for first: riches, honor, and a long 
life. How’s that for blessings.  
 

3. The Benefit. (4:29-34) 
Solomon’s wisdom became known throughout the world. People, including kings and 
nobles, came to learn from Solomon. He shared his insights and knowledge. In fact, we 
are privy to many of Solomon’s teachings today that are included in his book of wisdom 
called Proverbs.  
 
As the people came to Solomon to learn of his wisdom, we need to learn from the 
wisdom of others. Why do we listen to others and seek guidance from others? Because 
they have been through experiences and endured trials we have not yet encountered. 
They examine our situations with more objectively and varied perspectives. 
 
Take the time to listen to your discerning parents, trusted mentors, and one or two wise 
friends. Seek advice from your Sunday school class of concerned believers. Never take 
lightly their counsel and guidance. God has put those people in your life to help you be 
wise. They provide a depth and discernment you may lack. Listen to them. Learn from 
them. Linger with them. 
 
God gave us two ears and only one mouth, which might suggest the proper ratio of 
listening to speaking if we wish to become wise. When we speak, we hear only what we 
already know. When we listen, we have an opportunity to learn and become wise. 
 
 
Conclusion: You might say, Solomon had the sense to ask for the right thing. What 
about us?  
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Rick Ezell is a pastor, living in Greenville, SC. Read his blog: 
definingmomentssc.wordpress.com.  


