
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Dark Side 
these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group 
study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: You have a Defender case on your iphone to protect it from breakage. 
You have Weather Tec to protect your car from spills. You have LifeLock to protect your 
identity. You have Norton on your computer to protect your computer and data from 
viruses and spyware. You wouldn’t think of downloading a Youtube video without it. 
Every day though you leave home without any armor to protect your soul. You are in 
danger. 

David knew danger. Danger was staring him down as he fast approached the other 
side of the valley. On the other side of the valley was the enemy. His name was Goliath. 
No one else on that battlefield saw the danger the same way David did. Not Saul, not 
the Israelites and definitely not Goliath. This battle wasn’t physical; it was spiritual. They 
saw Philistines against Israelites. David saw the enemies of God against the people of 
God. And for that kind of battle, physical armor would not protect him. For this, he 
needed something extra. 
 

1. One soldier on the battlefield that day was clothed with hypocrisy. (v. 38-
39)  
A. Saul had experience in battle. “slew the Ammonites” (11:11) 

One of the primary reasons that Israel had rejected the leadership of Samuel 
and the system of Judges is because they wanted a king to lead them into 
battle just like the other nations had. And originally Saul had done just that. 
His very first act as king was to mobilize all of Israel to successfully rescue 
the city of Jabesh-Gilead from the hand of the Ammonites. He had previously 
faced his present foe, the Philistines, in battle and won. But experience didn’t 
get him what he needed for this battle. Something about this battle was 
different. 

B. His experience gave him no confidence for battle. “When Saul heard those 
words…greatly afraid.” (17:11) 
Of all the people on the battlefield that day, the one who was the most 
qualified to face Goliath was Saul. He had the experience. He had the armor. 
He had the height (he was “head and shoulders” taller than the other 
Israelites [1 Sam. 9:2]). But he, like the rest of the army, also had crippling 
fear. That’s because he was missing something that day that he desperately 
needed. He did not have God’s Spirit. He had lost God’s Spirit through his 
disobedience. Instead of leading them into battle, he led them into the caves. 
The king was just as afraid as everyone else. 
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2. One soldier on the battlefield that day was clothed with pride. (v. 41-44)  
A. Goliath had experience in battle. “man of war from his youth” (v. 33) 

Saul accurately said of Goliath that he had been trained for battle ever since 
being just a young boy. Can you see the Philistine commanders as they came 
to Goliath’s home to evaluate the reports that they had heard about this 
unusually tall young man? Quickly they took him to their training camps and 
prepared him to become their champion. As an adult, they used him as their 
secret weapon. Goliath fully expected that all he would have to do is stand 
there and make his challenge. No one else had taken his dare. Why would 
the Israelites? His experience had been that the enemy simply surrendered. It 
was an easy gig, and it had lots of perks. His armor was more about 
intimidation than it was about protection. It gave him confidence.  

B. His experience gave him self-confidence for battle. “I will give thy flesh” (v. 
44) 
For forty days, morning and night, Goliath boldly made his challenge. Nothing 
happened. But then Goliath saw movement among the Israelites. Imagine his 
surprise when instead of a delegation bringing a flag of surrender, he saw a 
young man coming toward him with a strange look of determination on his 
face. It took him a moment to realize that this one was coming to attack him. 
His shock first turned to disgust and then to anger. He was Goliath! It was an 
insult to send such a one against him! But at least this was going to be easy. 
His pride blinded him to the sling that was in David’s hand and the rock that 
he deftly placed in it. But it wasn’t a rock that brought the giant down that day. 
It was pride. Pride is Satan’s greatest weapon even though it was the very 
thing that caused his downfall (Is. 14:13-14). Many a person has tried to face 
the challenges of life with the armor of pride. “I can do this! I have the training 
and the experience. I just can’t fail. Never let them see fear!” But pride will 
eventually lead to the giant that everyone feared lying face down on the 
ground (Prov. 16:18). 

3. One soldier on the battlefield that day was clothed with dependence. (v. 45-
47) 
A. David had experience in battle. “lion…bear” (v. 37) 
 

David told Saul about his experience for Saul’s sake – to get permission – not 
for David’s sake. He didn’t need his courage to be bolstered or to gain more 
confidence. He needed Saul to have confidence in him. David’s experience 
with different animals attacking his sheep was no different in his eyes than 
what he was now getting ready to face. Yes, the enemy was different, but he 
had the same defender in both situations. No one believed that David could 
do it. Not David’s brothers, not David’s king and definitely not David’s enemy. 
But David did believe that God could do it through him. 
 

B. His experience gave him confidence in God for battle. “I come to thee in the 
name of the Lord” (v. 45) 

 
Both Saul and Goliath were big men. Their armor would not fit David. He was 
small, dependent, weak, and so the only armor that would fit him is the only 
armor that people who realize their smallness need – an absolute 
dependence on the One who is bigger and greater than any earth-sized giant. 
When Saul was small (1 Sam. 15:17), he had depended on that One too, but 
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he had gotten “too big for his britches” and had substituted earthly armor for 
heavenly protection. 

Conclusion: Saul was clothed with armor, but it was faith that he needed. He could 
offer David armor, but that would only protect his body. What he really needed was 
something to protect his heart. What Saul needed, David already had. David’s 
willingness to fight Goliath wasn’t about the reward that the king offered or about the 
glory that it would bring to him. It was about what God had already provided – the shield 
of faith. The Bible says that this is the only tool that will be able to “quench the fiery 
darts” of the enemy. 
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