
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Dark Side 
these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group 
study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: A friend told me a story of some hunting dogs that he had. They were 
good hunting dogs that he used when he went to hunt pigs in the mountains. He shared 
however, that the dogs, as tough as they were, were deathly afraid of chickens. I 
couldn’t believe it, so I asked him why. When the dogs were puppies, they lived around 
the chickens. The chickens, at the time, were much larger than the little puppies. As a 
result the chickens would bully the puppies and chase them all over the place. The 
young puppies learned to fear the chickens. Because of that, as strong hunting dogs, 
they still clung to their fear of chickens! 
 We are faced with an enemy that must be respected but no longer needs to be 
feared. Death, the grave, hell and all Satan’s forces were defeated by the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:54-57). He has bullied us in the past, but he has 
no power over us now. Still there are days that we allow him to have much greater 
control over our emotions and our outlook than is just. We all too easily and quickly 
forget that there are more with us than with him.  
 

1. Don’t seek battle with evil forces. (6:8-12)  
A. Evil forces wanted to do battle with God’s people. (v. 8) 
 

There was a war going on then. The king of Syria brought the battle to Israel. 
He was picking a fight. People only pick a fight when there are pretty sure that 
they have the advantage. There is always a war going on today. It’s not a war 
fought with missiles and tanks, but with faith and fear. The enemy brings it to 
us just as the king of Syria brought it in that day. He likes battle, especially 
when he believes that we will go down. He will goad you into battle. Don’t 
listen to him. Recognize your own weaknesses and listen instead to the 
instructions that God gives. 
 

B. God’s man instructed Israel how to avoid the enemy. (v. 9-10) 
 

If Elisha knew where the enemy’s forces were going to be, why didn’t he 
instruct Israel to lie in ambush for them with a surprise attack? Avoiding them 
is anything but the courageous thing to do. It seems kind of cowardly. Is it 
cowardly for the boxer to duck when the opponent is throwing a punch? 
Elisha knew that Israel was too weak to face Syria. They weren’t ready. 
Joseph first told Potiphar’s wife that he was not going to succumb to her 
attempts at seduction. When that didn’t dissuade her, he did everything that 
he could to stay away from her (Gen. 39:10). It is foolish to pridefully attack 
an enemy when you are not ready or even to go where you know the enemy 
will be. That will lead to failure (1 Cor. 10:12; Prov. 7:6-27). Better to run when 
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you are weak or in areas that you are weak until you have gained enough 
strength or secured enough reinforcements to gain the victory (2 Tim. 2:22). 
 

C. The king of the evil forces was infuriated. (v. 11-12) 
 
Recognizing that someone had come to Israel’s aid, the king of Syria was 
furious. Hundreds of years later, at another time of weakness in Israel’s 
history, Sanballat and Tobiah reacted with great anger to the fact that 
Nehemiah had come to help Israel rebuild her defenses (Neh. 2:10). Near the 
end of human history, Satan himself in one of his final attempts to destroy the 
Jewish people is thwarted by the actions of God. He, like the king of Syria, 
first was enraged and then chose to take out his anger on a new target (Rev. 
12:17). 
 

2. Don’t fear the attack of evil forces. (6:13-18)  
A. God’s man allowed the enemy of God’s people to attack him personally. (v. 

13-14) 
 

Again, I must ask a question. The prophet of God was able to know where the 
enemy’s forces were going to be and thereby instruct Israel not to go there. 
Didn’t he know that they were coming his way? Couldn’t he have fled the city 
just as David did when he found out his enemies were on their way (1 Sam. 
23:12; 2 Sam. 15:14)? No doubt, he could have. But he chose to stay. It 
wasn’t an issue of bravery. It was an issue of faith. He believed that God was 
going to use this situation as an opportunity to teach his people how to deal 
with the forces of the enemy, and he was willing to put himself in seeming 
jeopardy for that to happen. He was willing to endure personal attack if that’s 
what it took for God’s people to see the power of God in action. That’s what 
pastors do all the time. 

B. God’s man instructed his servant not to fear his immediate circumstances. (v. 
15-16) 

 
Can you see the scene? Elisha’s servant gets up early to do his work. He’s on 
the city wall, and as he wipes away the sleep, he does a double-take to make 
sure that his eyes aren’t fooling him. Then he runs back to the prophet, 
perhaps waking him from restful sleep, anxiously wondering what in the world 
they’re going to do because they are surrounded by the enemy. He’s 
panicked, but the man of God is at peace, and he tells his servant not to fear. 
“How can you be so calm? Do you know something I don’t know?” Good 
question. The servant reacted to his immediate circumstances rather than 
relying on his past experience with the power of God as manifested through 
the man of God. He was blinded to reality by what he could see. His physical 
sight prevented his faith and created his fear. So Elisha prayed that God 
would open his eyes to a spiritual reality. 
 

C. God’s man changed people’s vision so that they could accurately see their 
situation. (v. 17-18) 

 
The servant was afraid, but his fear left when his eyes were opened to the 
forces of God that were all around. (NOTE: the enemy surrounded the city [v. 
14], but the chariots of fire surrounded Elisha [v. 17].) The soldiers were 
courageous until their vision was taken from them such that they couldn’t 
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even see their target. If only each of us could see our actual situation! What if 
we could see the power of God that protects us (Ps. 23) and the love of God 
that won’t leave us (Rom. 8:31-35)?  What if we could see how desperate our 
situation was before salvation (Lk. 7:41-43) and how sinful and needy we still 
are (Rev. 3:17-18)? How would our thankfulness change along with our 
dependence on the grace of God? And what if the unsaved could see that 
they, as Jonathon Edwards put it, are dangling by a spider’s thread over the 
pits of hell. What a different world it would be! But we are blinded. The 
unsaved are blinded by Satan (2 Cor. 4:4), and we are often blinded by our 
pride and ambition (Num. 22). We need God’s Holy Spirit (John 16:8) and His 
Word to open our eyes to the truth. 
  

3. Don’t use the tactics of evil forces. (6:19-23) 
A. The man of God led the enemy of God to a place where their needs could be 

met. (v. 19) 
 

Blindness is one of the most debilitating of disabilities. You can’t read, fix your 
hair, pick out your clothes or get to where you want to go. These skills can be 
taught, but at first, you’re absolutely helpless, fully dependent on others to 
meet your needs. It’s humbling…and frightening. These soldiers who were 
used to fighting their way through whatever difficulties they faced were now 
being led by the very man that they had come to kill. Dependency is a difficult 
place, but it can be a good place if you are depending on the right person. For 
some reason, they trusted this voice in the darkness that told them he was 
going to lead them to the “man whom you seek.” Do you remember the day 
that you realized your own blindness and someone took you by the hand and 
led you to the Man whom you sought? It was a scary day, but it was a good 
day. 
 

B. The enemy of God experienced the fear of God when their eyes were 
opened. (v. 20-22a) 

 
Imagine the scene. This long line of Syrian soldiers was blindly following 
Elisha right into the middle of the Israelite capital. Then when the city gates 
were closed blocking all opportunity for escape, God opened the soldiers’ 
eyes. The Israelites were surrounding them with arrows drawn and spears 
poised for release. Those who had come to deliver fear were now afraid 
especially when they heard the king of Israel asking the man of God for 
permission to kill them. The death sentence was about to be carried out. Do 
you remember when this was true of you (Rom. 6:23)? But God gave to you 
the same thing that Elisha gave to his enemies – grace. 
 

C. The people of God gained the victory over evil forces not through cruelty but 
through kindness. (v. 22b-23) 

 
Fear causes us to react toward our enemies with cruelty. But there is 
something more powerful than fear – it’s love (1 Jn. 4:18). Jesus said to love 
your enemies (Lk. 6:35). Here was the perfect opportunity for Israel to deal a 
crushing blow against Syria! They missed it in order that they might deal a 
crushing blow against Satan. Killing your enemies is like Satan. Loving your 
enemies makes you like God because that is exactly what He did toward us 
(Rom. 5:8). 
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Conclusion: Paul stood before King Agrippa giving a defense for his life and against 
the charges leveled against him. This was an opportunity that Paul was not going to 
miss to give his testimony. He told of how he, like the soldiers of Elisha’s day was on a 
mission to attack the people of God. He thought he had seen so clearly what his 
purpose was. But he was spiritually blind. Then, God had blinded him physically. He too 
had been led into the city (Acts 9:8). And there inside the city of Damascus, Syria, a 
prophet of God placed his hands on Saul’s head and caused his blindness to be 
washed away. On that day, Saul was given a new mission:  “To open their eyes, and to 
turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith 
that is in me.” (Acts 26:18) Darkness creates fear, but light gives hope and courage. 
Fear not. We live in the light. 
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