
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Dark Side 
these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group 
study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: Savannah, Ga. like many other older cities has a ghost tour. I know. My 
wife and I have been on it. We don’t believe in ghosts. We just wanted to have some 
fun, kind of like when you tell ghost stories around the fire on that summer camping trip. 
It became evident very quickly that we were about the only ones on that trip who didn’t 
believe in ghosts. It was a walking tour, and it was threatening rain that night, so I had 
brought along our umbrella. Problem was that our umbrella had a hole in the top of it 
that exposed the metal skeleton. So it wasn’t very great for protecting us from rain…but 
it was perfect for making ghostly sounds by dragging it along the sidewalk behind the 
rest of the ghost enthusiasts. I don’t know. Maybe I was the evil spirit that night. It was 
good for a laugh even if it was at these strangers’ expense. Here I was laughing at them 
for believing in these spiritual forces even though my mission as a pastor is to persuade 
them that there is indeed a spiritual world. 
 My experience tells me that people respond to the idea of a spiritual world in a 
variety of ways. Some believe in it with all their hearts and are drawn to it. The 
entertainment world has noticed and has produced a large number of TV shows and 
movies to meet the demand. It is disappointing to note that the majority of these are 
interested in spiritual things that have nothing to do with God. Then there is the other 
group who believe that the physical world is all that exists. If they can’t see it, it is not 
real. Had any of these people from either group been in the city of Ephesus when Paul 
came through, they would have been convinced not only of the reality of the spiritual 
world, but also that those in the spiritual world can be your greatest friend or your 
greatest fear. 

1. There are good spiritual forces that are beneficial and must be received. 
(Acts 19:1-12)  
A. The Spirit of God is available to all Christians. (v. 1-7) 

1) Some don’t know Him (v. 1-4) – The tragedy is not that these did not know 
about the Spirit. It’s understandable because they did not have access to 
the Scriptures. The tragedy is that Christians today, though they know that 
the Spirit exists, act as if He doesn’t and they are not aware of the role that 
He is available to play in their everyday lives. He convicts (Jn. 16:18), 
comforts and brings to remembrance (Jn. 14:26). He enables us for 
service (1 Cor. 12) and changes our character (Gal. 5:22-23). He protects 
us until the day we go home (Eph. 4:30). 

 
2) All can receive Him (v. 5-7) – For these early Christians, it was necessary 

for Paul to lay hands on them for them to receive the Spirit. Today things 
are different. The moment that a person commits his life to Jesus Christ is 
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the moment that the Holy Spirit comes in to permanently stay. Scripture 
goes so far as to say that if you do not have the Spirit, then you are not a 
child of God (Rom. 8:9). The Spirit doesn’t come as some second work of 
grace reserved only for those who are spiritually mature. He is 
immediately present in all who will receive Jesus through faith.  

 
B. The word of God is available to all people. (v. 8-12) 

1) Some don’t want it (v. 8-9) – Though it was clear that what Paul was 
declaring was having a positive effect on the people who heard and 
obeyed, others wanted nothing to do with his teaching. Paul passionately 
pleaded with them for three months, but their hearts were hardened. The 
enemy came and snatched up the seed before it had a chance to burrow 
into their hearts (Lk. 8:12). Hearts are still hard today. God’s Spirit has the 
ability to break through those hard hearts. Pray for his convicting and 
convincing power in those who have pushed Him away. 

 
2) Some greatly benefit from it (v. 10-12) – Thankfully, then and now, there 

are those who respond to the message (Lk. 8:15) and produce a crop. 
This is because the Spirit of God prepares their hearts, enables them to 
understand the truth that is presented to them and provokes them to 
respond in an affirmative way. 

 
2. There are evil spiritual forces that are dangerous and must be avoided. 

(19:13-20)  
A. To take on evil spiritual forces without being spiritually enabled is foolish. (v. 

13-17) 
1) Some attempt to control spiritual forces (v. 13-14) – Michael the archangel 

recognized that he was not sufficient to tangle with Satan and left him for 
the Lord to deal with (Jude 1:9). Yet these seven Jewish brothers then and 
the entertainment industry today seem to think that you can walk into 
Satan’s camp unprepared and come away with a laugh and a story. If 
nothing else, the events recorded here clearly illustrate that evil spiritual 
forces are real and that they don’t take lightly to being told what to do. 
Thinking that you can control them and use them for your own personal 
gain is like trying to control a wild animal. 

 
2) That attempt will lead to suffering (v. 15-17) – There are some things that 

you leave to the professionals. That’s what my wife is thinking whenever I 
get ready to do handyman stuff around the house, especially any repairs 
that have to do with electricity or water. If you’re not careful and if you 
don’t know what you’re doing, you can create a bigger mess than you 
started with. You better leave it alone or you might wind up needing to call 
911. There is a certain kind of fear that is healthy. You can call it respect if 
you want to, but the effect is that you don’t mess with it. The evil spiritual 
world is one of those things that you leave alone. 

 
B. To rid yourself of the influence of evil spiritual forces in your life is wise. (v. 

18-20) 
1) Admit that you have a problem (v. 18) – Like any problem, the first step to 

overcoming it is to admit that it is controlling you and that it is dangerous. 
These seven brothers were apparently not the only ones who thought they 
could use evil spiritual forces for their own benefit. But now because of 
what happened with this botched exorcism, they understood that they had 
been playing around with something far worse than plutonium. Many 
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people play around with sin – pornography, gambling, lying – thinking that 
it’s not a problem or that they can control it. 

 
2) Take public steps of repentance (v. 19) – It’s not enough to get rid of the 

demon. You’ve also got to get rid of what leads you to the demon no 
matter how costly it may be. Jesus said to cut off a body part that leads 
you to sin (Matt. 5:20). Sometimes the highest expense is an emotional 
one – the fact that you have to admit in front of others your failures. These 
people were willing to do that, and it led to their healing (Jm. 5:16). 
Secrets keep you trapped. Besides, everyone’s going to find out your 
secrets eventually anyway. Just ask the seven brothers who went running 
through the town naked and bleeding. 

 
3) Substitute submission to God’s Word (v. 20) – The complete eradication of 

a negative influence in your life has never been successful unless it is 
replaced with an equally powerful positive influence. Jesus told a parable 
of a man who was released from a demon but was never filled back up 
with something to replace it. Eventually the demon came back with a 
vengeance (Matt. 12:43-45). A man possessed of a legion of demons 
once emptied was then filled with a mission (Mk. 5). The person filled with 
greed and laziness leading to thievery must find a job so that he will have 
enough to be able to give to others (Eph. 4:28). 

Conclusion: On October 4, 2003, Roy Horn and his partner came on the Las Vegas 
stage just as they had done hundreds of times. His partner happened to be a 600lb. 
Bengal tiger named Mantechore (means “man-eater”). Something went wrong this time. 
The tiger lunged at Horn's neck about half-way through the show, and dragged him off 
stage. One audience member said, "He looked like a rag doll in his mouth." Emergency 
officials arrived at the MGM Mirage Hotel-Casino around 8:20 p.m. and treated Horn for 
massive blood loss before he was rushed to University Medical Center for emergency 
surgery. Audience members were shocked to realize the attack was not part of an 
illusion or magic trick. "We just heard all this commotion behind the curtain and you 
could hear Roy scream." "Everyone there I think, thought it was part of the act, because 
no one really freaked out. When it grabbed him and dragged him off the stage, I thought 
maybe it was like some magic trick where they switch a rag doll or something." Wild 
things will always be wild whether they are part of the animal kingdom or part of the 
spiritual world. In either case, they must be treated with the utmost respect recognizing 
the power that they possess and the danger that is ever present. 
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