
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study The Dark Side 
these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages related to the small group 
study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: It is said that when asked how much money was enough, John D. 
Rockefeller replied, “Just a little bit more.” Whether or not that is true, it illustrates the 
lack of satisfaction that many people have with what they already possess even if what 
they already possess is magnificent and luxurious.  
 Satan was in the very throne room of God. You would think he would have been 
satisfied. But he wanted more. He thought he deserved more. For that, he got thrown 
out and lost what he had. So he couldn’t fathom the idea that a lowly human like Job 
would be satisfied with the stuff that he had or would be satisfied with God if the stuff 
that he had was taken away. He did the only thing that he knew to do, the thing that he 
does so well with so much practice. He attacked the character and motivations of Job 
and accused him before Job’s Father. He thought this would be one punch knock-out. 
What he did not understand is that Job was skilled in spiritual battle. Job knew how to 
fight, and he knew what weapons to use. 
 

1. In his battle against Satan, Job fought using the weapon of worship. (Job 
1:20-22) 
A. He knew that all the stuff he possessed was temporary. “Naked came 

I…naked shall I return” 
 

Job was rich. There is no arguing that. He was rich in stuff (1:3), he was rich 
in family (1:2) and he was rich in his relationship with God (1:1, 8). But there 
was a time that Job was not rich in any of these categories. He recognized 
that they could be gone at any time (i.e. the probable reason he sacrificed for 
his kids was because he didn’t want them to face God’s judgment and be 
taken from him) and that even if he held onto them for his whole life, he would 
not have the strength to hold on to them once he was in the grave. Dead men 
don’t hold on to anything…with one exception. They can hold on to their 
relationship with God. That is exactly what Job did. When all had been taken 
from him, Job continued to worship.  
 

B. He knew that all the stuff he possessed was on loan. “the Lord gave and the 
Lord hath taken away” 

 
It all belonged to God. Just because Job held his kids and counted his stuff 
doesn’t mean that they were his. It was in his hands, but it did not belong to 
him. That is true of everything that every person possesses. It doesn’t belong 
to them. God is the owner which gives Him the right to do whatever He wants 
with it and give it to whomever He wills or take it whenever He wants. Jesus 
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told the story of the landowner who placed different levels of resources in the 
hands of three of his servants. They knew that those resources didn’t belong 
to them, that they were supposed to use them for the master’s purposes and 
that they would have to give an accounting for how they used them. We are 
stewards. Because Job recognized that, he kept a loose grip on his resources 
and based his future hopes on His God rather than on his stuff. It enabled him 
to fight the despair with worship instead of whining. 

 
2. In his battle against Satan, Job fought using the weapon of submission. 

(Job 2:9-10).  
A. He refused what his wife had to offer. “curse God and die” 

Job’s story is not just a story about Job. It’s about his wife too. We sometimes 
forget the level of suffering that she was going through. She had lost her way 
of life, her kids (and any apparent hope for grandkids), and she was watching 
her husband go through tremendous suffering. All for no apparent reason. It 
looked like God had abandoned them. How else would you interpret these 
events if you didn’t have the advantage of knowing what preceded this story 
and how it ended? She had received more than she could bear. She gave 
some of the worst advice ever given, but we understand the feelings that 
prompted those words because she spoke from a broken heart. Did she yell it 
at Job? Or did she say it softly through her tears as Job held her? Either way, 
Job’s response was what mattered. He refused to submit to her point of view 
or her reaction to these troubles. 

B. He accepted whatever God had to offer. “good…evil” 
 

What enabled Job to refuse the attitude and the suggestion of his wife was 
that he had long ago submitted himself completely to the rule of God in his 
life. James 4:7 says, “Submit yourselves therefore to God, resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you.” It’s interesting to note that after Job once again 
responds to his attacks with submission to God that Satan’s voice is not 
heard again in the book. Job basically says, “He’s God. He knows better than 
I do. I’m going to trust that whatever He does is good. I didn’t deserve the 
good. I don’t feel like I deserve the bad. But I submit to whatever it is that God 
wants for or from me.”  

 
3. In his battle against Satan, Job fought using the weapon of faith. (Job 

13:15-16; 19:25-27).  
A. He trusted that the Lord would rescue him. “my salvation” 
 

Job’s difficulties along with Job’s friends eventually wear him down to the 
point that he wishes that God had never brought him into the world. He 
questions, he complains, he demands a reason. None of it is answered. He 
feels so alone. But his faith was greater than his doubts. Just like the things 
that had been taken from him, he knew that his troubles were temporary. He 
was able to see beyond the events that were right in front of his face to catch 
a glimpse of the God who was in control of it all. There was going to be an 
end. And even if the method of that end was his death (“though he slay me”), 
he knew that his God, though silent for the moment, was there. And that God 
was going to rescue him. 
  

B. He trusted that the Lord would receive him. “shall I see God” 
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From what Job’s friends said of him and from what his circumstances seemed 
to suggest, it looked like Job had done something horrible and that God had 
rejected him. But Job knew that even if he had done something to deserve all 
this, a fact that he vehemently denied but had to at least in his own mind have 
considered, his relationship with God couldn’t be lost by his actions because it 
hadn’t been gained by his actions. It had been gained by faith. Faith is what 
quenches all the fiery darts of the wicked (Eph. 6:16) – darts of doubt about 
whether or not it’s really worth it, about whether or not we are His children, 
about whether or not He really loves us. Job knew that his situation might end 
in his death, but he had faith that whenever it was that death came, that he 
would not be rejected based on his works but that he would be accepted 
based on his faith. 

 
4. In his battle against Satan, Job fought using the weapon of humility. (Job 

42:1-6) 
A. He gained a clearer picture of God. “now mine eye seeth thee” (v. 5) 

 
Job and his friends had at least one thing in common. They both thought they 
had a pretty good perspective on who God is. It turns out that they were both 
wrong. God doesn’t answer to man, and he doesn’t function according to 
man’s rules. Over the course of several chapters in this book, God speaks 
directly to Job, challenging him to figure out or duplicate the marvelous works 
of God. Job understood God better than most humans do before this 
sequence of troubling events in his life. But he too still had a lot of growing up 
to do. And he needed a reminder of that. So God used the actions of Satan 
and the subsequent words that God communicated to him in the midst of his 
storm to bring Job to his knees. He needed to see that God had created it all 
and that God ruled it all. And “all” included Job’s life. 
 

B. He gained a clearer picture of himself. “I abhor myself” (v. 6) 
 

Once a person gains a clearer picture of God, they can’t help but gain a 
clearer understanding of themselves. It happened to Isaiah (Isaiah 6), it 
happened to Paul (Acts 9), and it happened to Job. It’s humbling to see 
yourself in comparison to God. We always fall short (Rom. 3:23). Satan hates 
humility. Humility causes us to listen, to follow, to show gratitude, to be kind. 
Humility puts us in a place where God can shape us (Jer. 18:6) and use us. 
And eventually, it puts in a place where God can exalt us (James 4:10) just as 
He did for Job (42:12-17). 

Conclusion: Centuries before Job’s story, Satan came to Eve in the garden. He didn’t 
tell her to behold all that God had provided for her. He pointed her attention to the one 
thing that was off limits in a successful attempt to promote dissatisfaction. It worked. 
Ever since then, Satan has been using this same tactic to turn the hearts of God’s 
people against His person and plan. God must be bad if He withholds something that 
you “know” you need or if He takes something that is already “yours”. It has worked 
countless times, but it didn’t work on Job. I wonder if Satan was surprised. I wonder if 
he was infuriated.  
 The ironic thing is that Job never understood who he was actually fighting against 
or what the battle was even about. He thought he was fighting against circumstances, 
his wife, his friends and his God. Imagine his reaction when one day, he stood before 
God and discovered what the whole thing had been about. The stakes were much larger 
than he could have ever imagined – the glory of God. Perhaps the next time that you 
have a battle that is waging, it might be a good idea to consider the possibility that your 
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battle is not really against flesh and blood but against principalities and powers (Eph. 
6:12). For that kind of battle and with that kind of stakes, you must fight with the same 
weapons that Job used. Only then will you be victorious. 
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