
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of The Dark 
Side, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
The Point:  We don’t need to fear evil forces when we’re in Christ. 
Introduction: I came home from college on a break one year, and my parents told me 
about some new members of their church.  They were a Methodist minister and his wife.  
Why would a Methodist minister want to join a Baptist church?  He was discouraged 
with the liberal direction of his denominational leadership, and he wanted to join a 
denomination that still exalted God’s Word.  He cited a number of issues, but the final 
straw was when the denominational hierarchy removed “Onward, Christian Soldiers” 
from the Methodist Hymnal.  They contended it was “too militaristic”.  My Dad was a 
career soldier, so you can be sure he had some pretty strong opinions about that, too! 
I don’t mean any disrespect to the Methodists, but it seems to me that they missed the 
whole point of that great hymn.  It doesn’t talk about physical warfare, but spiritual 
warfare.  Some time ago I read an article by a liberal pastor who said it was ridiculous to 
compare the church to an army.  I would advise him to read the New Testament a little 
more carefully, because the apostle Paul did exactly what.  We are members of God’s 
army, and we are fighting a very real spiritual war.  
 

I. The reality of spiritual warfare. 
 
A. Paul urged his readers to “be strong in the Lord”.  

1. We are fighting a supernatural enemy. 
a. The word translated “wiles” is the Greek word methodeia, from 

which we get the words “method” and “methodology”.  It speaks of 
craftiness, deceitful scheming, or trickery. 

b. The devil is both powerful and clever, and we can never defeat him 
in our own strength. 

2.  We must fight him with supernatural power. 
a. The devil is powerful, but he’s no match for God. 
b. God has made His power available to us. 

B. Our enemies are unseen, but nonetheless real. 
1. Satan has plenty of demons to assist him. 

a. “Principalities, powers”, etc. – Paul was probably not talking about 
classes of demons as much as he was emphasizing their power. 

b. Most likely, demons are fallen angels (2 Peter 2:4). 
2. Satan cannot take us out of God’s hands (Romans 8:31-39), but he will 

try to hurt us in other ways. 
a. He will try to hurt your testimony by tempting you to sin. 
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b. He will play on your emotions to discourage you. 
c. He will play on your fears to keep you from witnessing for Christ. 
d. He will use your friends and family to pressure you. 
e. He tempts churches to compromise God’s Word. 

 
II. The resources for spiritual warfare. 

 
A. Our defensive weapons. 

1. The belt of truth. 
a. Some believe Paul was talking about objective truth, as written in 

the Word of God. 
b. More likely, Paul was referring to truthfulness or integrity. 

2. The breastplate of righteousness. 
a. We have no righteousness of our own (Romans 3:10).  Paul was 

probably talking about practical righteousness that comes from 
obedience to God. 

b. We must know the difference between right and wrong, and choose 
what is right. 

3. The shoes of the gospel. 
a. Roman soldiers’ sandals were studded with hobnails.  Their combat 

was hand-to-hand, so it was important to have a firm footing. 
b. The word “preparation” suggests readiness.  We must always be 

ready to share the gospel (1 Peter 3:15). 
4. The shield of faith. 

a. A soldier’s shield protected areas that the armor did not cover. 
b. The “fiery darts of the wicked” include such things as fear, doubt, 

discouragement, troublesome circumstances, etc.  Faith enables us 
to stand up to these things. 

5. The helmet of salvation. 
a. Knowing that we belong to Christ gives us the courage to face the 

devil and his schemes (Romans 8:31). 
b. The devil may take away our property, our loved ones, and even 

our lives, but he cannot take away our eternal home in heaven. 
B. Our offensive weapon. 

1. Just as a Roman soldier needed his sword in battle, a believer needs 
the Word of God in spiritual warfare. 
a. It is powerful (Hebrews 4:12). 
b. Jesus resisted the devil with Scripture. 

2. The devil tries his best to discredit God’s Word.   
a. When churches think God’s Word is defective, they will eventually 

cast it aside. 
b. When churches abandon God’s Word, they are powerless to resist 

the devil.   
 

III. The readiness of spiritual warfare. 
 
A. Our spiritual armor is useless without prayer. 

1. We must pray consistently. 
a. Paul was talking about a genuine, earnest seeking of God. 
b. We must pray “in the Spirit”.  This does not mean we fall into some 

kind of trance, but we pray with the assistance and power of the 
Holy Spirit (Romans 8:26-27). 
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2. We must pray persistently. 
a. Even Paul needed prayer (vv. 19-20). 
b. Our God honors persistence (Luke 18:1-8). 

B. The devil knows the power of prayer. 
1. He will distract you by crowding your schedule. 
2. He will try to tell you that prayer does not work. 

 
Conclusion: One of the greatest battles of World War II was the famous Battle of the 
Bulge in December of 1944.  The 101st Airborne Division was holding the Belgian town 
of Bastogne, and the Nazis had surrounded them.  The German commander sent a 
surrender demand to the commander of the 101st, General Anthony McAuliffe, and told 
him the situation was hopeless.  He said the division would be destroyed if it did not 
surrender.  General McAuliffe sent back a very terse reply: “Nuts!”  General George 
Patton was on his way to Bastogne with his Third Army to relieve the 101st, and when 
he heard what Gen. McAuliffe had done, he ordered his troops to step up their efforts.  
He said, “A man that eloquent deserves to be relieved (rescued).”  
We Christians are fighting a different kind of war – a spiritual war.  Sometimes the battle 
gets long and tiring, and we’re tempted to give up.  However, surrender is not an option.  
Let us keep on standing strong on the power of God, using the weapons He has 
provided.  Let us devote ourselves to prayer, seeking His guidance and His power.  
When we fight the battle God’s way, with His weapons, and in His strength, who knows 
what He will do among us?       
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