
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of The Dark 
Side, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
 
 
The Point: Satan fights against us, but we can stand in Christ. 
 
Introduction: Not long ago I saw an article on the internet that listed the ten strangest 
album covers of all time.  The list included an album by the Louvin Brothers called 
“Satan Is Real”.  It showed Charlie and Ira Louvin on the front, and behind them was a 
pile of hot coals, evidently depicting the fires of hell.  Also in the background was a large 
red caricature of Satan, complete with horns and a pitchfork.  I had to chuckle when I 
saw it.  My parents had this album when I was little, and I have to admit it was pretty 
creepy!  Out of curiosity, I found a recording of the song “Satan Is Real” on YouTube.  In 
spite of the gaudy album cover, the song itself is true to Scripture.  It tells of an old man 
in church who hears the people sing, “My God Is Real”.  After they sang, he shared a 
testimony of how he had ruined his own life and family.  He agreed that God is real, but 
he urged the church to remember that Satan is also real. 
Satan certainly is real, and we see the fruits of his labor all over the place.  At the same 
time, the book of Revelation reminds us his time is limited.  Jesus won a great victory 
over him with His death and resurrection, and it is only a matter of time before Satan is 
defeated once and for all.  In the meantime, he is still quite active in this world, and we 
need to be aware of his presence and his tactics. 
   

I. The reality of Satan. 
 
A. Satan has been waging a war for a long time. 

1. This passage speaks of a war between Satan and Michael. 
a. The name “Michael” means “Who is like God?” 
b. Jude 9 calls him “the archangel”, and he is usually depicted as a 

warrior (Daniel 10:12-13; 12:1). 
2. When did / will this war take place? 

a. Even though Satan has already been cast out (2 Peter 2:4), he 
evidently still has limited access to God’s throne (Job 1:6; 2:1). 

b. This passage seems to refer to a future war in heaven in which 
Satan will be cast out once and for all. 

B. Though Satan has been cast out, he is still active and powerful. 
1. Paul warned us not to be “ignorant of his devices” (2 Corinthians 2:11). 

a. Satan has fooled many people into thinking he does not exist. 

Sermon Series:  The Dark Side 
To be used with:  Session 1: Satan 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  The Ultimate Fight 
Scripture: Revelation 12:7-12 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

b. Even believers make the mistake of taking him too lightly. 
• When we hear of other Christians falling into sin, we’re often 

tempted to puff out our chests and say, “That will never happen 
to me.”  I firmly believe that is one of the most dangerous things 
you can say.  Such sentiments are evidence of pride, and that is 
one of the devil’s greatest tools.  When you start thinking you 
can handle temptation on your own, chances are the devil has 
you right where he wants you.   

2. Peter warned that Satan is “as a roaring lion …seeking whom he may 
devour” (1 Peter 5:8). 
a. He will try to destroy your witness and your credibility. 
b. He will “accuse” you in order to discourage you. 

• The story goes that Satan once came to Martin Luther and 
showed him a long list of sins he had committed.  Luther replied, 
“Think a little harder.  You must have forgotten some.”  Satan 
did so, and added some more sins to the list.  Luther replied, 
“Now write across that list in red ink, ‘The blood of Jesus Christ, 
His Son, cleanses from all sin.’”  The devil had no reply to that.1   

 
II. The ruin of Satan. 

 
A. He has been defeated by the blood of the Lamb. 

1. Jesus’ death was the beginning of Satan’s end. 
a. When Jesus died on the cross, He “spoiled principalities and 

powers” (Colossians 2:14-15). 
b. If you have trusted in Jesus, Satan can never take you out of God’s 

hands (John 10:27-30; Romans 8:31-39). 
2. Satan’s accusations against us can no longer hold up. 

a. Jesus’ blood has cleansed us from all sin (1 John 1:7). 
b. God has declared us righteous (Romans 3:21-26). 

B. His final defeat is guaranteed. 
1. Satan knows his time is short. 

a. He is still doing what he can to discourage and discredit believers. 
b. If I understand Scripture correctly, he will become even more active 

as the return of Christ draws near. 
2. God has promised his ultimate doom. 

a. He will be bound for a thousand years (Rev 20:1-3). 
b. He will be cast into a lake of fire for eternity (Rev. 20:10). 

 
Conclusion:  When I was a college student, a rumor spread that a local group of Satan 
worshipers was planning to burn area churches on Halloween night.  Personally, I was 
not aware of any kind of occult activity in the area, but that was the rumor.  It seemed to 
come up every year around Halloween, and it caused a great deal of concern among 
local churches.  One night my pastor addressed the rumors from the pulpit, and I’ll 
never forget what he said.  He asked us, “What’s the matter, people?  Is God dead?  
Have you forgotten what it says in Scripture?  ‘Greater is he that is in you, than he that 
is in the world.’” (I John 4:4) 
Satan is real, but sometimes we make the mistake of giving him too much credit.  His 
servants may burn down buildings, but not even Satan himself is capable of destroying 
the church (Matt. 16:18).  Our God is bigger than Satan, and Satan’s doom is sure.  Let 
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us keep serving our Lord without fear, and let us keep proclaiming the good news of 
Jesus.  We have no reason to be fearful, because we know our God will win in the end. 
 
1 Michael P. Green, ed., Illustrations for Biblical Preaching, Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Book House, 1989, p. 311. 
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