TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP
Welcome by: Daniel Balch /Opening Prayer by: Ken Coleman
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Danny Balch

#300 Praise Him! Praise Him!
#144 O Worship the King
#162 All Hail the Power of Jesus Name

Scripture Reading by: Parker Balch
#286 Wonderful Story of Love
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#1018 Joy to the World
Sermon: by Daniel Balch

#947 Jesus Is Tenderly Calling
#957 This World Is Not My Home

Closing Prayer by: Andre Jones

December 26, 2021

“Stand Firm in...Liberty”

Galatians 5:1

We will not be having
Service tonight

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship
Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes

Merry Christmas (One More Time)

I have printed this article, written by Reuel Lemmons and published in the Firm Foundation
several decades ago, more than once at this Sunday closest to Christmas Day. But seeing as
how we did not print a bulletin last year, and we continue to have new faces in our number, 1
thought it good to repeat it yet again. This editorial powerfully addresses the mixed feelings
some of us have about the Christmas season, and it does so in such an eloquent way that it still
feels powerful to me every time I read it. [ commend it to your attention. BP

We are again at that time on the calendar when the Western world pauses to acknowledge that
Jesus Christ was born in the world. The date makes little difference. And we heartily agree that
some other time of year suits the occasion best, but that makes little actual difference. We also
agree that the celebration of a special religious holiday has no foundation in scripture, and that
it had its sources in pagan rites and apostate festivals. This will acknowledge in advance all
those letters differing with us in what we are about to say here.

Personally, we are glad that the world, bent on carnage and drunk on hedonism takes time out
to acknowledge that God has sent his Son into the world. Even atheists, like the stones of the
ground, cry out. We deplore the fact that men make merchandise of the occasion — as the mon-
eychangers took advantage of the opportunity in the temple — but even they help the world to
stop and take note of God’s gift to man. In a world of war they talk about peace; in a world of
hate they talk about love; in a world of sorrow they talk about joy. All the advertising, all the
decorations, all the plans for family gatherings call attention to the fact that there is something
better in the world than the rat race.

A lot of attention is given in the Bible to the birth of Jesus. The gospels abound in details. The
numbering, the birth, the stable, the flight into Egypt — there was a lot of excitement in both
heaven and earth when God sent his Son into the world. Without controversy the greatest event
in all human history was heralded by that star that shone over Bethlehem. One might argue the
merits of the cross as the greatest, but had there been no manger there would have been no
cross. With the coming of the Son of God in human flesh a love was born that the world had
never before known. “God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son.” With all we
think we know about love, we can grasp but a very small concept of that love. No wonder the
angels sang!




Qur Sick

Richard Williamson is at home recovering
from double pneumonia.

Continued Prayers
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Gwen Pettit, Harold & Geri Cryer, Steve
Ward, Frank & Tina Garcia, Winston
Leifester, Caitlin Smith, Ka’Leisha Jones,
Oscar Cantu, Joe Edd Stifflemire, Gary Niel-
sen, Jackie David, Virginia Cole

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Catherine Parker, Peggy Mclntosh

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific

Upcoming Activities

Elders, Minister, meeting Monday, Dec. 27th
at 5:30 p.m.

We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on
Tuesday, Jan. 4th at 8:00 a.m.

Primetimers will be going to Saltgrass Steak
House on Tuesday, Jan. 11th at 6:00 p.m. A
driver is needed and a signup sheet is on the
bulletin board.

We will be having a meal on Wednesday, Jan.
Sth at 5:30 p.m. in the family life center.

Elders Deacons Minister

Ken Coleman  Daniel Balch ~ Bryant Perkins
Bobby Rader Danny Balch

Don Taylor

Robert Ward
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The eloquence of tongue and pen have been exhausted in paying homage to the babe of Bethle-
hem, the man of Galilee and the lamb on the cross. Limited as we are by our humanism it is im-
possible for us to grasp the full significance of what God did in Christ at that time. About the
best we can do is acknowledge that if he had not come into the world we would die without
hope of heaven. He was the light shining in the dark place. “They that sat in darkness saw a
great light.”

We can understand the love of a mother for her child. We can even understand the love of a
man who might give his life for his country. But it is beyond us to understand the love of a God
who would rob Heaven to bless earth; empty Glory to fill us with glory. It was no natural affec-
tion that made God send Jesus into the world. What he did at Bethlehem matured until it be-
came what he did at the cross. It is fitting that we should pause and note that we didn’t earn it; it
was an act of grace.

History is sometimes turned around by the smallest of events, and destiny is balanced on the
point of a pin. The almost totally unnoticed event of Bethlehem has affected the world more
than all the battles that were ever fought or all the governments that have ever convened. For
four thousand years sin-cursed man had hoped for the seed of woman that would bruise the ser-
pent’s head, and for two thousand years the Jews had looked for a Messiah. But when he came
they didn’t recognize him. He came in the seclusion of a stable, in the darkness of night, and in
the guise of a man. The greatest forces of all time do not come with powerful explosions or the
noise of racing chariots; they come on silent wings. The power of love is such a force. And
grace and goodness make little racket.

In a night without light came the Light. In a world without hope, hope was born. In the midst of
despair there was the singing of angels. They had but a star, but we have Son-light. The hopes
and fears of all the years were pinned, whether the shepherds realized it or not, upon a little
baby in a young mother’s arms. Really, that is where hope still lies.

Wise men brought him gifts. But their gold, frankincense and myrrh have long since turned to
dust. It was the best they had, and they set precedent for our giving gifts, but they gave only
gifts that perish. We have an opportunity to give a living sacrifice. If giving is the test of loving,
then let us give the consecration of our lives. He himself has said, “Greater love hath no man
than this: that a man would lay down his life for his friend.”

After all, it isn’t the gaudy tinsel in which the gift is wrapped, nor is it the extravagant price
paid for it, it is the heart that is given with the gift that really makes the gift worth receiving.



