Virginia Cole, Glenda Wiggins’ sister, is
recovering from a broken leg and a broken
elbow.

Continued Prayers
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Gwen Pettit, Harold & Geri Cryer, Steve
Ward, Frank & Tina Garcia, Winston
Leifester, Caitlin Smith, Ka’Leisha Jones,
Oscar Cantu, Joe Edd Stifflemire, Gary Niel-
sen, Jackie David

Shut Ins
(Need cards, phone calls & visits)
Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-
field, Catherine Parker, Peggy Mclntosh

Our Missionaries

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Montepuez, Mo-
zambique , Rod Kyle in the South Pacific

Upcoming Activities

Elders, Deacons, Minister, meeting Monday,
Dec. 6th at 6:30 p.m.

We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on
Tuesday, Dec. 7th at 8:00 a.m.

Primetimers will have their holiday party on
Tuesday, Dec. 7th at 6:00 p.m. in the fellow-
ship room. It will be potluck and bring a $10
gift to exchange.

We will have a Year End Party on Sunday,
Dec. 12th at 5:00 p.m. in the family life center.
Bring your favorite finger foods

We will have a meal on Wednesday, Dec. 15th
at 5:30 p.m.

Elders Deacons Minister

Ken Coleman  Daniel Balch  Bryant Perkins
Bobby Rader Danny Balch

Don Taylor Phillip Strickhausen

Robert Ward
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The same thing is true of the song: who is this child, that even the angels greet him with songs of praise?
The sense of awe is magnified in the second verse (which, like most of these, I imagine many of us have
never paid very much attention to):

Why lies He in such mean estate,
Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear: for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

Could it really be true that God himself has come in the flesh? But why, then, are those laudatory angelic
choirs the exception not the rule? Why do they sing to shepherds rather than to kings and potentates?
Why is he lying in a stable surrounded by farm animals instead of a palace attended by dignitaries?

In Jesus, the eternal Word really has come to dwell among us, revealing the glory of God, full of grace
and truth (John 1:14). As the chorus exclaims, “This, this is Christ, the King/Whom shepherds guard
and angels sing.” But the flipside of that is, in the incarnation, we not only see God most fully—he sees
us more fully too in a way. Jesus emptied himself, pouring himself out into human form (Phil 2:6-7). He
became like us with everything that includes. Jesus knows what it means to experience poverty and
want. To be hungry, thirst, tired. He knows what it means to stand at the grave of a loved one and weep.
He knows what it means to be tempted. He can sympathize with our weaknesses, because he suffered
them himself (Heb 4:14-16).

And that humility in taking on flesh, lowering himself even to be laid in a manger, points to the ultimate
humiliation of his death, even death on a cross (Phil 2:8). The chorus that follows the second verse of
the song is omitted in some versions—it seems so dark for a Christmas carol!—but it’s really the whole
point:

Nails, spears shall pierce him through,
the cross he bore for me, for you.

Hail, hail the Word made flesh,

the Babe, the Son of Mary.

What child is this? The God-man who entered the world, walked in it as a human being with all that en-
tails, and died the most excruciating death imaginable for us. That is the good news for us here, where he
can identify with our present distress, and hereafter, when we will identify with him as he is now. What
can we do but worship him?

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh,
Come, peasant, king to own Him.

The King of kings salvation brings;

Let loving hearts enthrone Him.

Bryant Perkins




TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP
Welcome by: Daniel Balch /Opening Prayer by: Don Taylor
Morning Assembly Song Leader: Phillip Strickhausen

#578 We Will Glorify
#452 Standing on the Promises

Scripture Reading by: Joseph Girard
#324 Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed?
Lord’s Supper and Contribution

#753 Farther Along
Sermon: “All Things New”
Revelations 21:1-5

#912 Burdens Are Lifted at Calvary
#882 No Tears in Heaven

Closing Prayer by: Wayne Noonkester

December 5, 2021

“Stand Firm in...Liberty”

Galatians 5:1

Welcome by: Daniel Balch
Evening Assembly Song Leader: Phillip Strickhausen
#296 We Have Come into His House
#827 Sweet Hour of Prayer

Opening Prayer: Bobby Rader
#300 Praise Him! Praise Him!

Sermon: “The Ministry of Jesus”
Mark 1:14-31

#939 O, Why Not Tonight?
#705 A Common Love

Closing Prayer: Don Lynn

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 5:00pm — Worship

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes

What Child is This?

For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
- Isaiah 9:6

Unlike most British hymn writers in the 18" and early 19" centuries, William Chatterton Dix
was not a minister. His father was a surgeon, and he was a businessman, the manager of the
Maritime Insurance Company in Glasgow, Scotland.

But in 1865, when he was 29 years old, Dix became unexpectedly, critically ill. He nearly died.

Though he survived, he was left bedridden for several months and became severely depressed.

Ultimately, however, he came through his near-death experience to be a completely changed

E1an for the good. He experienced a spiritual awakening that inspired him to begin writing
ymns.

Dozens of his compositions appeared in song books in the late 19" and early 20™ centuries.
Most of them have now fallen into disuse. His most enduring work was written on reading and
reflecting on the story of the announcement of the birth of Jesus to the shepherds in Luke 2:8-
20. It was authored in the year of his illness, though it was not published until 1871 in a collec-
tion entitled Christmas Carols Old and New. There it was paired with the Elizabethan tune
“Greensleeves,” which had come to be associated with the Christmas season centuries before.
Dix had originally title his work The Manger Throne, but it became better known by its open-
ing line: “What child is this?”

Of course, that is a rhetorical question; we all know the answer is Jesus. But the sense is very
much like the query of the disciples when Jesus rebuked the wind and the sea, calming a storm
with only a word: Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him? (Mark 4:41).
They knew that only God had that power, and so the answer is implicit in the question. But it is
almost too wonderfully incomprehensible to be believed, so that they cannot actually voice it.




