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The New Normal 

 

This week the CDC announced that there is no longer a need for masks or social distancing in 

most cases for those who are 2 weeks past completing their course of vaccination. Closer to 

home, the Primetimers had an outing together for the first time in over a year. At the end of the 

month, we are honoring the graduating Seniors with activities that include a congregational 

meal. And our attendance in our Sunday morning assembly is steadily growing closer to pre-

COVID numbers, as we have surpassed 100 twice in the last month. 

 

All those are markers that we are nearing a return to normalcy. With that in mind, it’s a good 

time to announce something that we have been teasing for several weeks now: the resumption 

of our Sunday evening meetings.  

 

Beginning on the first Sunday in June, we will start gathering together again here at the church 

building. But it will look different than it did before. It’s no secret that, even before COVID, 

this was the least attended service that we offered. The elders and I examined that together and 

tried to come up with some new ideas that would hopefully generate greater enthusiasm around 

this relaunch; many of you are aware of that already, if you watched the Wednesday evening 

class a few weeks ago where we laid out the proposal and participated in the survey we sent 

out. Armed with your feedback, and with the twin goals in mind of promoting 1) community 

and 2) discipleship as we see in Acts 2:42-47—or 1) love and 2) good works if you want to put 

it in the words of the writer in Hebrews 10:24-25—they have approved a plan that will hope-
fully bear fruit in this congregation. 

 

We will engage in a different activity every Sunday night of a month: 

 

First Sunday will be a traditional assembly. This will be what we are all used to. But we will 
be utilizing this on occasion to try to get others involved in leading in our worship. A service 

where the youth lead, including in preaching, is one possibility. We will also have the elders 

speak from time to time, as it is good for the church to hear their voice. And hopefully we can 

get others to participate in roles that they haven’t quite been comfortable stepping into yet. 

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Morning Assembly Song Leader: Brooks McKelroy 

Welcome by: Don Taylor /Opening Prayer by: Robert Ward  

#549 There Is Sunshine in My Soul 

Sermon:  The Image and The Inscription 

Mark 12:13-17 

Closing Prayer by: Wayne Noonkester 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship   

Wednesday: 6:30pm — Bible Study Classes 

Elders                   Deacons               Minister  

Ken Coleman       Daniel Balch       Bryant Perkins 

Bobby Rader        Danny Balch 

Don Taylor           Phillip Strickhausen 

Robert Ward           

#523 I Know the Lord Will Find a Way for Me 

#538 My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 

Scripture Reading by: Joseph Girard 

 #548 The Lily of the Valley 

Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#528 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

#535  The Glory Land Way 



 

 

Our Sick 
 
J. C. Whitfield, Gayle Coleman’s sister, is 
in rehab for a broken hip and ribs. 
 
Oscar Cantu is taking chemo treatments 
and will have a pet scan Tuesday. 

 

Karen Hale is recovering from back sur-
gery. 

 

Continued Prayers 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Gwen Pettit, Gary Nielsen, Harold & Geri 

Cryer, Steve Ward, Jackie David, Frank & 

Tina Garcia, Joe Edd Stifflemire, Winston 

Leifester, Caitlin Smith 

 Shut Ins 
 

 

 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith, Winona Angelle, Myrtle Shef-

field, Larry Hicks, Catherine Parker 

Our Missionaries 
 

 

 

 

 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa, 

Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 

Upcoming Activities 
 
Elders, Minister meet Monday, May 17th at 
5:30 p.m. 
 
We will have a Houston Food Bank truck on 

Thursday, May 20th at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday, May 30th will be Senior Sunday.  
We have 6 graduating seniors.  Brooks 

McKelroy, Tristan Strickhausen, Aly Wing-

field, Eric Caballero, Isabella Leal and Khoa 

Tran.  We will have a congregational meal  

after service.   If you will be staying for the 

meal,  please let the office know.  We need an 

estimate on how many we will have. 

 

VBS is tentatively scheduled for Monday, July 
19-Thursday, July 22nd.  For more informa-

tion, see Abbey Perkins. 
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Second Sunday will be devoted to service. We not only want to stir up those good works—we actually 
want to get out there and do them. Don’t be alarmed and think that this means we will be digging wells 

or mowing yards or things like that (though it could mean that too!). These service projects could be 

anything from helping to assemble food boxes for the food bank, to writing cards or making calls to 

those who are shut-in, to going on visits to people in the community or the congregation. The only limit 

here is our imagination. We will be asking you shortly to respond with what sorts of activities you might 

be interested in engaging in so we can plan these on a monthly basis and assign people to different 

groups. 

 

Third Sunday will be focused on singing. Sometimes this might involve just singing people’s favorite 
songs. But we intend to try to use it as a time to improve our singing. We will learn new songs and prac-

tice old ones, with the goal of making our worship assemblies more edifying. And maybe we can even 

use this as a chance to get some novice song leaders some practice, too. 

 

Fourth Sunday will be about fellowship. This is something we feel we have missed out on more than 
anything over this last year, and it seems many of you agree, based on your responses. The early church 

drew its strength and vitality in part from living life together day by day. We have lost sight of that as an 

important feature of Christianity, and so we want to try to cultivate it intentionally. Sometimes, this will 

be about eating together here at the building on Sunday evening; sometimes, we might have a meal at 

lunch, but then get back together for some other activity at the evening time, like games or a movie or 

just getting to know one another better. We appear to have a bunch of strangers meeting together some-

times, and we want to remedy that. 

 

Fifth Sunday, when there is one, will be devoted to prayer. This will be a planned, focused prayer meet-
ing, similar to what we had, for instance, on a Sunday morning last fall. 

 

Along with this, we will move our start time back to 5:00 pm. So, one more time: we will begin meeting 

again on Sunday evening June 6 at 5:00 pm.  
 

In addition, we will begin eating together on the First and Third Wednesdays of each month starting in 

June, in response to the interest that was shown. More details on that will follow as we get closer to 
time, but if you are interested in helping to prepare that (as some of you indicated), please let us know. 

 

We welcome your feedback on this arrangement at any time. And we hope and pray, above all, that you 

will take advantage of the opportunities we are going to offer here, as well as attending our recently re-

sumed Wednesday night classes and Sunday morning Bible class. It’s time to get back to normal—and 

hopefully the new normal will be better than ever! 

 

 Bryant Perkins 
  

 

New Time 

Please note the new time for Wednesday eve-

ning service is 6:30 p.m.  


