
 

 

  

       
August  26, 2018 

“Stand Firm in…Liberty” 
Galatians 5:1 

What Are You Doing Here, Elijah? 

 

It must have been a sobering experience for Elijah, hidden away in a cave, to have God ask, 

What are you doing here Elijah? How Elijah found himself in that cave and where he went 

from there make an interesting story, a story from which we can learn a great deal. It is re-

corded in 1 Kings 19:9-18.  
 

Elijah bursts upon the scene in 1 Kings 17 during the reign of the wicked Ahab, King of Israel, 
with the prayer that the rain and the dew would cease until he gave the word. Through the en-

suing drought of more than three years, Elijah was sustained by God and fed by ravens.  

 

Then Elijah goes to the home of the widow in Zarephath, a woman so destitute that she had 

only a bit of oil and a handful of flour. She intended to use that to make a single cake for her-

self and her son and then die. But Elijah told her to give him something to eat first. In re-

sponse, God blessed them, and the jar of meal was not spent nor did the jug of oil fail during 

the drought and famine. In the following days, her son became ill and died – there was no 

breath left in him, the text says. But Elijah stretched himself over him and prayed to the Lord, 

and he was raised from the dead.  

 

In 1 Kings 18, Elijah engages in a climactic contest with the prophets of Baal on Mount Car-
mel. He gathered the Israelites and challenged them to choose between Yahweh and Baal. 

Then he set a challenge: both he and the prophets of Baal took a bull to offer; the one who re-

sponded with fire was the true god. Baal’s followers called upon him all morning long, even 

cutting themselves to get attention. But there was no answer. Then Elijah had a trench dug 

around his altar, and barrel after barrel of water poured over his bull until animal and altar 

were drenched and the trench was full. Then he prayed, O Lord, God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that 

I have done all these things at your word. (1 Kings 18:36). God answered Elijah’s prayer with 
fire that consumed everything – sacrifice, altar, even the water in the trench. The people seized 

the prophets of Baal and killed all 450 of them by the brook Kishon.  

 

This is the immediate prelude to Elijah’s encounter with God in the cave. At the beginning of 

1 Kings 19, Jezebel, Ahab’s wife, vows to kill Elijah just as he had done to her prophets of 
Baal. Elijah, fearing for his life, fled. He took refuge in this cave far to the south of Israel.  

TODAY’S ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Morning Assembly Song Leader: Shannon Smith 

Welcome by: Bobby Rader /Opening Prayer by: Daniel Balch 

    #753 Farther Along 

  #71 As the Deer 

#915 Trust and Obey 

 #957 This World Is Not My Home 

Closing Prayer by: Andre Jones 

Other Opportunities For Spiritual Growth 

Sunday: 9:00am — Bible Study Classes, 10:00am — Worship, 6:00pm — Worship 

Wednesday: 10:00am — Ladies Bible Class, 7:00pm — Bible Study Classes 

Scripture Reading by: Tristan Strickhausen 

#853 When We All Get to Heaven 

 Lord’s Supper and Contribution 

#904 Have You Been To Jesus? 

Sermon: "The End of Love" 

1 Corinthians 13:6-8a  

Welcome by: Bobby Rader 

Evening Assembly Song Leader: Shannon Smith 

#387 Tell Me the Story of Jesus 

#528  I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

 Scripture Reading: Brooks McKelroy   

Prayer by: Robert Ward  

#648  Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 

Sermon:  "Twelve Ordinary Men: Matthew" 

Matthew 9:9 

#945  Kneel at the Cross 

#867 To Canaan’s Land I’m On My Way 

Closing Prayer by: Phillip Strickhausen 
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Our Sick 
 

 

Doris Trahan is taking chemo treatments. 
 
Frances Petree has been moved to Magno-
lia place Health Care room 303 
 
Phillip Cottle is in Methodist Hospital.   
 
Jarrell Morris, Mishelle White’s father is in  
Hermann Hospital . 
 
Robert White, Brent White’s father, is in St. 
Luke’s Hospital in Houston.   

Continued Prayers 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 

Gwen Pettit, James Scott, Gary Nielsen, 

Harold Cryer, Gerald Lucy, Steve Ward, 

Jackie David, Patricia Padon,  Frank & Tina 

Garcia, Ronnie Davis,  Bill Lunceford, Eric 

Davis, J. P. Williams, Mark Wilcox, Cheryl 

Mast 

 Shut Ins 
 

 

 

(Need cards, phone calls & visits) 
 
 

Jim Smith,  Pauline Taylor, Winona Angelle, 

Pat Henley, Myrtle Sheffield, Ronnie Rubit, 

Joe Leonard, Dr. Ronald Davis,  

Our Missionaries 
 

 

 

 

 

Aaron & Marisa Bailey in Mwanza, Africa, 

Rod Kyle in the South Pacific 

Upcoming Activities 
 

Elders, Minister meet Monday, Aug 27th at 
7:00 pm. 
 
We will be having a Houston Food Bank truck 

on Tuesday, Sept. 4th at 8:30 am. 
 
Movie Night on Saturday, Sept. 8th.  The 
movie will be “I Can Only Imagine”.  We will 

have more information in the coming weeks.  

Privilege to Serve  

Sunday, Aug. 26
th

 

Communion Preparation: Jane Tinkle  

Nursery Attendants: Jane Tinkle, Rita Upton 
 

Communion Preparation for Sunday, Sept. 2
nd

: Rita Upton  

Nursery Attendants for Sunday, Sept. 2
nd

:  Marsha Rader 

continued from front page 
 

What was Elijah doing in this cave? Outwardly he was hiding from Jezebel; inwardly, he was 

feeling sorry for himself. He was having a pity party. He had proclaimed drought and then 

rain, hoping to bring Israel to her senses. This had failed. He had raised someone from the 

dead. This had not changed Israel. He had demonstrated God’s power over Baal at Mount 

Carmel. But the people’s turn was only temporary, and the nation’s leaders were still follow-

ing Baal. He felt that he alone even tried to serve God; it was only a matter of time before 

they found and killed him.  

 

But God had an answer for Elijah. God displayed his awesome power in wind, earthquake and 

fire. But He was not present in any of those things. Instead, He showed He did not have to 

work through such spectacular ways by visiting Elijah in the form of a still, small voice. God 

gave him more work to do. He told Elijah to go to Damascus, anoint Hazael to be king of 

Syria; go to Israel, anoint Jehu to be king; then go and anoint Elisha to be prophet in your 

own place.  

 

The story of Elijah is meaningful for us today. It reminds us of the tremendous power of God, 

power that is demonstrated in the drought, the rain, the sacrifice at Carmel, the wind, earth-

quake and fire. That same God is with us now, just as he was with Elijah. 

 

But we must open our eyes and look around us. Elijah temporarily forgot about that awesome 

power that was behind him because of his own despair. Just like in his case, our despair usu-

ally results from narrowing our vision and becoming more and more self-centered. Not every-

thing is difficulty and heartache. God is present. God will help. 

 

And in the end, God’s cause will triumph! Elijah himself may fail and suffer the conse-

quences. But even if he does, there will come others. The same God who blessed Elijah has 

work and blessings for us today. 
Bryant Perkins 

Nursery Help Needed 

Help is needed in the attended nursery.  If you 

are interested in helping on Sunday’s please let 

the office know and we will work you into the 

rotation schedule. 

Plastic Bags  
 

The Food Bank is in need of plastic grocery 

bags.  A barrel is in the foyer.   

New Member 

Please add: Pasty & Richard Lossie to your 

directory. Their address is: 318 CR 

4703,Dayton, TX 77575, 936-258-6963. 


