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CC September 11, 2012 

ALPINE CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Alpine City Hall, 20 North Main, Alpine, UT 

September 11, 2012   

 

I.  CALL MEETING TO ORDER:  Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

 

 A. Roll Call:  The following Council members were present and constituted a quorum: 

 

Mayor Hunt Willoughby 

Council Members:  Will Jones, Bradley Reneer, Mel Clement,  Kimberly Bryant, Troy Stout participated via phone. 

Staff:  Rich Nelson, Charmayne Warnock, David Church, Jed Muhlestein, Jannicke Brewer, Ron Devey, Kip Botkin 

Others:  Diana Mills, Julie Yarbrough, Zane Yarbrough, Jade Lee, Zak Black, Joseph Bailey, Nicole Healey, Jim 

Ireland, Ryan Woodley, Matt Shipp, Jim Ireland. 

 

 B. Prayer: Bradley Reneer 

 C. Pledge: Zane Yarbrough 

 

II.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  Zane Yarbrough said he was planning to do an Eagle scout project to paint fire 

hydrants. He and his father had walked around Alpine and found 28 hydrants that either needed paint or were 

obscured by bushes or the curb didn't have paint. Ron Devey said Jones Paint and Glass could give him the exact 

color for fire hydrants. The scout was cautioned not to paint the hydrant to thickly around where the caps screwed 

off because there had been instances where there was a fire and the firefighters couldn't get the caps off.  

 

Mike Kennedy introduced himself to the Council as the individual who ran for State House representative in the 

primary election and was the Republican nominee. He said he would probably be elected because he had only one 

opponent and he was from the Constitutionalist party. As an elected leader, he wanted to make sure he interacted 

with the councils and the citizens. He said he would be representing Alpine, Highland and Cedar Hills. He was an 

Alpine resident.  

 

Mayor Willoughby said one issue the Council was concerned about was city representation on the TSSD 

(Timpanogos Special Service District) Board. Alpine had been one of the founding members of the TSSD, and 

wanted to continue to have a voice on that board. The new state law changed that representation.  

  

Julie Yarbrough said her family had been a part of Alpine Days for five years. They were in the parade and had a 

barbeque booth. But during the last Alpine Days, they were denied having a booth, and the food booths were 

operated by out-of-town people. In some cases they were operated by commercial franchises like Costa Vida. She 

said she felt Alpine residents should be given first priority, and if there weren't enough residents who wanted to 

operate a food booth, they could open it up to nonresidents.  

 

Mayor Willoughby said that item was on his list of Alpine Days issues that he wanted to discuss.  

 

Kimberly Bryant noted that the Little Caesar food booth was actually used as a fund raiser for kids who lived in 

Alpine.  

 

III. CONSENT CALENDAR 

    

 A. Approve minutes of August 28, 2012:  A number of corrections were made to the minutes.  

 B. Final Payment Request for asphalt overlay - Staker & Parson - $133,357.14 

 C. Final Payment Request for microsurfacing - Geneva Rock - $147,976.79 

 

MOTION:  Will Jones moved to approve the Consent Calendar with the minutes as corrected. Kimberly Bryant 

seconded. Ayes: 5 Nays: 0. Will Jones, Kimberly Bryant, Mel Clement, Bradley Reneer and Troy Stout voted aye. 

Motion passed unanimously.    

 

IV. REPORTS AND PRESENTATION 
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 A. Alpine Days Review:   Mayor Willoughby said they were holding off on this item until he met with the 

Chairman of Alpine Days.  

 

 B. Financial Report for August 2012:  Rich Nelson said it was the beginning of the new fiscal year and it 

was too early to have trends. He reviewed the status of the different funds.  

 

V. ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

 A. Request by Highland City to hook on to Alpine’s sewer: Jed Muhlestein said the developer of 

Cobblewood Estates in Highland had approached Alpine about servicing the 12 lots in his subdivision through 

Alpine's sewer system.  Originally the developer was going to hook into Highland sewer line in Alpine Highway but 

it was discovered there was no line in that section of the road. The subdivision could not be sewered to the east or 

south because it was higher. They wanted to hook onto the sewer system in Allegheny which would require an 

easement through one of the lots on Allegheny.  

 

Ron Devey said he understood this would be temporary until Highland extended a line and then the Cobblewood 

Estates subdivision could hook onto it. It was supposed to be about five years.  

 

David Church said Alpine City would be entering an agreement with Highland City for a short period of time. The 

sewer connection would be temporary. When other properties developed and the Highland sewer line was extended, 

they would disconnect from Alpine and connect to Highland's sewer.  

 

Matt Shipp was the city engineer for Highland. He said they were making the proposal to make it cheaper for the 

developer because of the cost of taking a single line out to SR-74. He said there wasn't a firm time on when 

Highland City would have sewer available. They didn't know when the economy was going to turn around or if it 

was going to. He said they would propose that as development occurred to the west, they would put in a line. He 

said a timeframe of five years would put them in a bind.  

 

Will Jones said that the Council had allowed Jim Loveland to connect to Alpine services with the understanding that 

they would hook onto Highland's system when it was available.  

 

Mayor Willoughby it was important that the developer extend the pipe to the property line so they didn't have to go 

back and tear up streets when Highland's sewer became available.  

 

Jed Muhlestein asked if the developer had talked to the property owner in Alpine about getting an easement to run a 

line through his lot and connect to the sewer in Allegheny.  

 

Matt Shipp said they had. Jim Ireland was present at the meeting and indicated he was willing to work with them if 

they paid for the easement.  

 

MOTION:  Will Jones moved to approve a sewer connection to the Alpine City sewer line for Cobblestone Estates 

subdivision in Highland City subject to the following conditions: 

 

 1. The developer obtain an easement right-of-way with the Irelands. 

 2. The city attorney draft an agreement that would handle the maintenance and    

  billing details.  

 3. The applicant would be responsible to pay for the maintenance. 

 4. There would be a manhole on each end of it.  

 5. The stub to the west property line would be put in now with the proper easements. 

 6. This was a temporary agreement and once the sewer was provided to the west,    

  they would hook on to it.  

 

Bradley Reneer seconded. Ayes: 5 Nays: 0. Mel Clement, Kimberly Bryant, Bradley Reneer, Will Jones and Troy 

Stout voted aye. Motion passed unanimously.  
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Bradley Reneer asked there would be additional costs for Alpine City to bill Highland residents. Rich Nelson said 

that if there were, they would pass them on.  

 

David Church said Alpine had an out-of-area fee that they charged. He said Alpine's recourse when someone failed 

to pay a sewer bill was to shut off the water. Since Alpine would not supply the water to the Highland residents, 

Highland would need to agree to shut off their water.  

 

On an unrelated issue, Mayor Willoughby asked Matt Shippen if there was a possibility Highland could repaint the 

intersection of Canyon Crest and SR-92 in order to get a right-hand turn lane headed south toward the Lone Peak 

High School.  

 

Bradley Reneer said the left-hand turn lane was really dangerous, too. If there was a school bus waiting to turn left, 

you couldn't see.  

 

Matt Shipp said he would visit with Shane Sorensen and see what could be done.  

 

On another issue, Mel Clement said they had a resident in Alpine named Charlie Williams whose property was on 

the south end of Alpine on the Alpine/Highland boundary. Part of his property was in Highland. He would like to 

include all of his property in Alpine. Matt Shipp said they had actually discussed that the other day and were not 

opposed to signing a boundary line adjustment.   

 

 B. Personnel Policy and Procedures Manual:  Rich Nelson said they had been working on updating the 

policy and procedure manuals for several years. Some Council members had comments on the draft which they 

submitted to Mr. Nelson or would bring in the next day.  

 

 C. Quail Fire Watershed and Drainage Issues: The City had requested assistance under the Emergency 

Watershed Program to obtain emergency funding through the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) to 

stabilize the area along the east bench that was damaged by the wildfire that started on July 3, 2012. 

 

Jed Muhlestein said they were accepting bids to build some of the dikes. Patterson had already brought in some 

rocks but the dikes needed to be designed and strengthened. They were building a small basin for inlet protection. 

The culvert by the barn that burned needed to be protected so it didn't get plugged. Those projects would be paid for 

by the NRCS. They would pay $300,000 and the City would pay $100,000. The City's match could include in-kind 

services. He said there was an individual in Alpine who had a helicopter who said he would donate his time to 

reseed the area if the City would pay for the material. They could count his hours toward the match. The total cost 

would be $400,000 with Alpine City providing 25% of the cost.  

 

Mel Clement asked if the work would be done on public property. Jed Mulhestein said it would be on Patterson's 

property.  

 

David Church said that if the landowner did not give approval, the work would not be done. But he thought 

Pattersons were in favor of it.  

 

Mayor Willoughby said they needed to make sure there were some speed bumps put in. They did not impede the 

flow but would slow it down so they didn't end up with cavitation and widening of the channel, which would make 

the debris go elsewhere.  

 

Will Jones asked there was any word on liability and fault for the fire. He said he was concerned about using 

carefully budgeted tax dollars to take care of a problem they didn't cause. He said he appreciated the donation of the 

helicopter time, but felt the other party should be stepping up as well.  

 

Rich Nelson said the attorneys were still talking to each other. David Church said those types of investigations took 

a long time. They involved a lot of careful interviewing. In response to a question about payment for the damage, 

Mr. Church said that if it was found that the fire was caused by someone else, the City could get their money back 

for the costs they incurred in fixing the problems caused by the fire.  
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Mel Clement asked if the proposed mitigation had a reasonable chance of stopping the mudslide flows. Jed 

Muhlestein said they would have to look at the calculations to see if it was reasonable to hold back 903 cfs of flow.  

 

Troy Stout noted that there was a lawsuit in Saratoga Springs stating that the City didn't move fast enough to 

mitigate the potential for slides.  

 

Rich Nelson said that as soon as the fire was over, the City had started moving boulders, etc. They were taking 

prudent, reasonable steps to mitigate any damage in the best way they could, and were moving as quickly as they 

possibly could.  

 

VI.  STAFF REPORT 
 

Ron Devey said that they would be redoing the shingles on City Hall the first part of October.  

 

Jannicke Brewer asked where they were on the River Meadows Senior Housing PRD. David Church said Steve 

Sowby had met with the fire chief and fire marshal, and reached an agreement. The street would be designated as 

no-parking and the curb painted red. The fire marshal had signed the plat. David Church said that as soon as he 

approved the CC&Rs, the development could be recorded.  

 

David Church said there was a new claim against Alpine City for damages relating to the lawsuit originated by the 

Utah Wilderness Access Foundation.  

 

Mel Clement said he would like to move forward with the boundary line adjustment with Highland City for the 

property of Charlie Williams. David Church said a boundary line adjustment was a straightforward process but it 

was a lengthy one that could take up to 90 days.  

 

V. COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

 

Will Jones asked when the next Planning Commission meeting would be. Jannicke Brewer said it had been moved 

to the 3rd week on October 16th because they wouldn't have a quorum on October 2nd.  

 

Will Jones thanked Rich Nelson for following up on the issue of the crossing guards. He said there was an older 

gentleman on Grove Drive that was going to give himself a heart attack because he was standing out on the road in 

the morning trying to police the motorists that came speeding down the road.  He said between 6 am to 8:30 am 

would be a good time for the police to patrol that road.  

 

Bradley Reneer thanked Rich Nelson for the Arbinger training the previous week. 

 

Mel Clement asked what was happening on the drug rehab house issue, and asked why rehab houses could go into 

residential areas and not business areas.  

 

David Church said the applicant had needed to gather more information. He expected they would be ready for the 

October meeting if they were going to do it. Mr. Church said the facilities were allowed in residential areas because 

both state and federal law stated that residential treatments centers must be a permitted use in any residential zone. 

The treatment center could actually move in tomorrow if they had four clients because that was what Alpine's 

ordinance allowed, but they were asking to have more clients.  

 

Troy Stout suggested they move the next meeting dealing with the drug rehab house to a larger venue. At the last 

meeting the room was packed and there were people standing outside.  

 

David Church said the City could attempt to accommodate the number of people who wanted to attend, but they did 

not want to give the impression that comments or public clamor would bear any relationship to the decision that was 

made. Residential treatment facilities were governed by law and not subject to public clamor. The Council needed to 

be clear that they were willing to let people speak but they were not encouraging a mass protest.  

 



5 
 

CC September 11, 2012 

Troy Stout asked if the field trip scheduled for September 18th was still on and it was. They would meet at City Hall 

at 6:30 pm.  

 

Troy Stout said that there had been some discussion about the potential for a land swap with the federal government. 

Hunt Willoughby said he'd had only phone calls with Senator Lee about the issue. He said he'd let him know that 

Troy wanted to be involved.  

 

Troy Stout asked if there was any feedback about the soccer fields. He said he'd noticed that using the smaller field 

on Healey Boulevard had helped. Rich Nelson said he hadn't heard anything which was usually a good sign.  

 

Hunt Willoughby said they'd had two very sad deaths in Alpine the previous week. One was a 21- year-old girl with 

depression issues; the other was the son of the Vehaarens, who died in a bicycle race on Saturday.  

 

VIII. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None held.  

 

MOTION:  Will Jones moved to adjourn. Kimberly Bryant seconded. Ayes: 5 Nays: 0 motion passed.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


