
After ten years of our campaign I 
believe Brent is now genuinely 
moving forward on cycling
A personal view from the BC Co-ordinator
According to my records, a small group of us, including 
Ben Tansley,  Ian Saville, Paul Hayward and Sarah Green, 
set up Brent Cyclists exactly ten years ago, at the end of 
2005. The constitution was adopted early in 2006. There 
had, much earlier, been a Brent Bicycle Users’ Group, 
chaired by Bob Davis, who also campaigned in the area on 
behalf of CTC, and Patrick Rogan had been the Brent LCC 
contact for many years prior to 2005, though there were no 
meetings.

We have continued to meet monthly (usually on the first 
Wednesday of the month) almost unbroken since 2006, 
despite often very low attendance. We have kept a 
committee going, kept producing a Newsletter and 
organising rides, and kept correspondence up through the 
Yahoo! group through most of this period, despite a 
permanent shortage of volunteers, and, in general, extreme 
indifference and lack of results from those, including the 
council and private developers, whom we were trying to 
lobby. 

There were ‘false dawns’ where it seemed something might 
actually start to happen, such as when Brent announced 
itself as a ‘Biking Borough’ in 2010, to ultimately very little 
effect. Officers and lead councillors came and went, some 
were helpful, but there was no consistent contact with the 
council and no real will to take our point of view seriously.

I came to campaigning in Brent from a long period with the 
committee of Camden Cyclists. I saw similar ups and downs 
there, and almost no progress, for many years before. I 
therefore developed a healthy skepticism (maybe even 
cynicism) for all that campaigners were ever told officially, 
and would never believe promises of progress until we saw 
concrete in the ground. So I am not one to announce 
progress prematurely (as you will have realised reading this 
Newsletter in the past).

But now I am prepared to say that I think we have are in a 
new era: we have a proper, constructive relationship with 
the council through senior councillors, we have a sensible, 
regular dialogue with officers, and we actually seem to have 
a spirit of cooperation with them for real movement towards 
making Brent a borough that is good to cycle in.

Obviously this will take many years to achieve, and we have 
not seen the concrete in the ground (though as I write there 
is a pile of materials on Park Avenue North for the building 
of Quietway 3 from Kilburn Station to Gladstone Park).

The main things to point your attention to now are that:

1) Our proposal (due to David Evans) for a protected cycle 
route on Carlton Vale, to commemorate Bradley 
Wiggins, has reached the stage of a detailed plan, which 
looks good. It will be funded by TfL, and should go out 
to public consultation at the end of this year, with 
construction, if approved, scheduled for the spring.

2) Seven of the ten items on our list of suggested ‘Quick 
Win’ improvements (including a couple of the 2015 
election Space for Cycling ‘Ward Asks’) have been 
agreed as possible in principle by officers and are being 
progressed for funding.

3) A study is underway (described at our October meeting 
by John Dales of Urban Movement) into how a high-
quality cycle and pedestrian crossing of the North 
Circular can be constructed at Neasden, and the funding 
for actual construction is in TfL’s long-term budget, so 
we have good hope at last that this will really happen.

4) Subject to funding being obtained from TfL, a major 
project for improvement of Kingsbury High Road next 
year could result in the first proper, well-designed 
segregated cycle tracks in the north of the borough.

Obviously there will be much more news on these items in 
future. I was kindly given an award at the recent LCC AGM 
to reflect my work in both Camden Cyclists and Brent 

Cyclists over 20 
years, and Charlie 
Fernandes was 
given a special 
commendation for 
his work as our 
Rides Co-ordinator. 
I’d like to thank 
everyone else who 
has contributed to 
Brent Cyclists over 
the last ten years 
for their work and 
support.

David Arditti
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Harrow’s Cycle Strategy delayed, 
while bike lanes are removed
The cycling news from Harrow is less promising than that 
from Brent, reports Anoop Shah, Harrow Cyclists’ 
Secretary. He has met with officers and the councillor in 
charge of Harrow’s Road Safety Advisory Panel. The 
Harrow Cycle Strategy will not be presented to Cabinet 
until January, even though it was drafted many months ago. 

Meanwhile officers are proposing to remove the advisory 
cycle lanes (which are often blocked by parked cars) on 
Eastcote Road (a critical cycling link) in order to create 
parking bays, with the stated objective of increasing traffic 
speeds by removing parked cars from the carriageway! 
Anoop has pointed out to them that the road has wide grass 
verges which could be used to create a segregated cycle 
route while maintaining car parking on at least one side of 
the road, and has even produced a plan showing this in 
detail. But it seems that all sensible, moderate suggestions 
for creating real Space for Cycling on Harrow’s roads 
continue to be met with indifference from the council.

Vernon Drive path revisited
In its Summer 2014 edition this Newsletter gave a 
complimentary mention to the new cycle path at the end of 
Vernon Drive, Harrow, when we were under the impression 
that the sandy surface was a stage in construction. It turns 
out this was the final product. This surface, right next to a 
hard footpath and tarmac service road, of course, turns to 
orange mud in the wet, and, as organic materials decay on it, 
will steadily turn back to ordinary soil and grass. Cyclists, 
using the pedestrian cut-through from Wemborough Road as 
part of a safer east-west alternative to busy Weston Drive 
and Locket Road, continue, as might be expected, to use the 
footpath and service road. Like other half-hearted measures 
by Harrow around the Belmont Trail old railway course, 
these works can now be seen as a silly waste of money.

Barnet Council fail to listen over 
Brent Cross Cricklewood
On 10 September Brent Cyclists Co-ordinator David Arditti 
addressed Barnet Council’s Planning Committee directly 
over the inadequate cycle provision in the Brent Cross 
Cricklewood regeneration plans. The main points stressed 
was the fact that Staples Corner junction on the A5 would 
be made more dangerous for cyclists from Brent and Barnet 
under the plans, that the indirect shared-use paths through 
the development lands in the plans would not be useful, and 
that there would be no adequate cycle connection from 
Brent to the start of the future Cycle Superhighway 11.

Though some of the councillors seemed to show some 
understanding of the points made, they all voted the plans 
through. Some useful coverage was gained in the Brent and 
Kilburn Times: see http://tinyurl.com/plztygb. 

Bike Hangars for Brent
Bike Hangars are enclosed, secure parking cages for bikes 
that can be installed wherever needed, but usually (in other 
boroughs where they have already been installed) they have 
been used to replace on-road car parking spaces in 
residential streets where occupants don’t have space to store 
their bikes elsewhere. They therefore can represent a real 
transfer of public space from car storage to bike storage.

There are already Bike Hangars in Brent at Willesden and 
Vale Farm Sports Centres and on housing land at Cavendish 
Close. The Council recently consulted on installing further 
hangars on the road in Hazlemere Road and Tennyson Road 
in Kilburn, and on a wide pavement in Carlton Vale. These 
received majority approval from residents, and we expect to 
see them go in. Further locations are being considered in 
other parts of the borough. Brent Cyclists can forward your 
request to the council if you’d like to see one in your street.

Forthcoming events
Wed 2 December: Brent Cyclists Meal 7:00pm, 
Wagamama, London Designer Outlet, Wembley. Book by 
sending an email to campaigns@brentcyclists.org.uk.
Wed 16 December: Harrow Cyclists Christmas Meal 
7.30pm, Mazar, 3 Headstone Drive, Wealdstone. Book by 
sending an email to tony.levene@tiscali.co.uk.
Wed 13 January: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7:00pm Pret a 
Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley (Date change)
Wed 20 January: Harrow Cyclists Meeting  7.30pm 60 
Longley Road HA1 4TH (Confirm first)
Wed 3 February: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7.00pm Atrium 
of the Clayton Crown Hotel, Cricklewood Broadway
Wed 17 February: Harrow Cyclists Meeting  7.30pm 60 
Longley Road HA1 4TH (Confirm first)
Wed 2 March: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7:00pm Pret a 
Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley

Brent and Harrow Cyclists Contacts
Brent Cyclists Co-ordinator and newsletter editor: 
David Arditti, 94 Stag Lane, Edgware HA8 5LW, phone 
07866 456390, coordinator@brentcyclists.org.uk
Harrow Cyclists co-ordinator: Tony Levene, 60 Longley 
Road, Harrow HA1 4TH, phone 07828 580931, 
tony.levene@tiscali.co.uk
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