
In 2015, eight cyclists have been killed on London’s
roads. Seven of those fatalities have involved a 
lorry. Collisions with heavy goods vehicles are the 
single biggest cause of cyclist deaths, and most of 
these involve construction vehicles.
From the 1st of September the Mayor’s Safer Lorry 
scheme will come into force. But while a step in the 
right direction it does not go far enough. Yes, it will 
require all lorries to have basic safety equipment 
(which in fact most lorries on London’s roads 
already do). However cyclists will still be expected 
to share space with large vehicles with big blind 
spots.
LCC are calling for urgent action in 3 areas in order 
to help protect cyclist.

A rush hour lorry ban
40% of cycling fatalities involving lorries occur in 
the morning rush hour. A ban on all lorries over 7.5 
tonnes between 8am and 9.30am would prevent 
the majority of people who cycle to work from 
having to share space with lorries.

Direct Vision' lorries

One of the key reasons for the danger presented by
lorries is the restricted vision that most current 
designs offer drivers. This makes safe working very
difficult even for careful drivers. In around 80% of 
cycling fatalities involving lorries, the cyclist was 
initially hit when in the area to the front left of the 
vehicle. It is difficult for the driver to see what is in 
this area from a conventional lorry. From a ‘direct 

vision’ lorry, this area would be clearly visible.

Stronger enforcement

London needs much stronger enforcement against 
operators who put profits before lives by allowing 
unlicensed, untrained lorry drivers, or unsafe 
vehicles, to operate on our roads. In its first month 
of enforcement the City of London Police 
Commercial Vehicle Unit found that, 95 of the 
suspect 136 lorries they stopped had to be taken off
the road for non-compliance or safety reasons, 
including lack of insurance, driving without the 
appropriate licence, with an unsafe load, or not 
accurately recording driver hours.

I you haven't done already please sign the petition 
on the London Cycle Campaign's website.

Space For Cycling Petition Handover

 

On the 10th of August we handed over our Space 
For Cycling petition to Waltham Forest Mayor 
Saima Mahmud.  The petition asked the council to 
continue to work on the promises that they made in 
the 2014 local elections to make improvements for 
cycling in every ward in the borough.
Waltham Forest Council is making impressive 
strides to improve cycling, particularly in 
Walthamstow, but much more needs to be done 
before it’s safe and inviting for everybody to cycle in
our borough. The specific improvements that all 
councillors promised, if elected, to implement, 
would make a huge difference and open up cycling 
for the thousands of people in Waltham Forest who 
would like to cycle, but don’t because of the 
dangers.
We hope that all councillors will listen to the voices 
of local people calling for safe space for cycling and
ensure improvements throughout the borough are 
delivered as a priority.



LCC – AGM

LCC's AGM will be on the 17th of October.  LCC are 
calling for nominations for the following awards.

• Best Ride Leader 
• Best Local Group Ride or Event 
• Best Local Group Campaign or Initiative 
• 'Campaigner of the Year' (Outstanding 

Contribution to Local Cycling Campaigning 
by an LCC member) 

Nominations are open until the 5th of October.  If 
you would like to nominate for any of the above you
can find details on LCC's website.

Waltham Forest Cycle Campaign have also 
proposed a motion to the AGM which we hope will 
be debated.  The motion is asking LCC to support 
Strict Liability.  The motion is as follows:

We believe that the number of fatalities and injuries 
to London cyclists is unacceptably high. Currently, 
those injured, or the families of those killed, go 
through an often harsh and protracted process to 
gain much needed treatment, care, or 
compensation.

We note that versions of a Strict Liability rule exist 
in the civil law of most European countries. Apart 
from the UK the other exceptions are Ireland, Malta,
Romania and Cyprus.

Strict Liability means that in civil actions after a 
collision with cyclist or pedestrian, the motorist 
would be presumed to be at fault, unless they could
prove that they were not to blame. It would not 
mean the motorist was criminally liable, it would just
be for the purposes of compensation.

Strict Liability would deliver fairer and faster justice 
for injured vulnerable road users.

We call on the London Cycling Campaign to 
campaign for Strict Liability to be incorporated into 
British law, and to work with other organisations 
involved in campaigning for Strict Liability. 

LCC Survey

LCC are looking to find out more about members 
are supports and what makes us tick.  The are 
conducting a survey and respondents will be 
entered into a prize draw for £200 of bike shop 
vouchers.  The survey can be found here.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/mshiprevfrip

Open House Ride

Open House weekend is the 19th and 20th of 
September.  We will be organising an Open House 

bike ride on the 20th of September visiting an area 
of London to see some of the interesting 
architecture of the area.  For details of the day keep
an eye on the the website.

We are also looking for ride leaders and interesting 
rides so if you know a great route or a interesting bit
of London to explore and are interested in leading a
ride or helping to lead a ride please get touch with 
me.

If you want any more information about cycling in 
the borough then drop me an email at 
David@wfcycling.org.uk

Happy Cycling
David Hamilton
WFCC Coordinator
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