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Greenway Closures 

Unfortunately the Crossrail closure of the Greenway between Stratford High Street and the 

View Tube is due to continue until "late 2016" according to a TfL response to a Freedom of 

Information Act request.  Until that application was made in July 2015 their website was still 

indicating that the closure would last until "late 2014".   

Additionally, a linked information request in respect of the nearby closure of Cycle 

Superhighway 2 for the building of "Stratford Edge" was closely followed by the contractor, 

Weston Homes, providing a facility for cyclists to share the pavement, which should have 

been there from the start.  This building work is scheduled to continue to Spring 2016.   

The diversion for the long-term closure from West Ham Station to Stratford High Street has 

now been signposted and some small, but helpful, improvements have been completed. 

 

 

 

Poor design wastes public money.  

The Bow to Stratford extension was meant to mark a step change in the design of cycle 

facilities.  However it is blighted by poor design as evidenced by the need for 2 sets of 

warning signs for cyclists.   

 At the Warton Road junction, TfL have now admitted that their original design is 

dangerous.  Indeed the Times has revealed this junction as the centrepiece of the 



worst cycle accident hotspot in the country.  TfL accept a "hold left" traffic light 

scheme (as originally advocated by Newham Cyclists and as now being fitted to the 

Aldgate to Bow upgrade) needs to be retrofitted, but has no timetabled plans to do 

so.  

 

 The Tramway Avenue junction remains positively dangerous for cyclists.  The original 

reflective wands that were installed to protect cyclists and then removed, at the 

behest of Newham Council, in order to accommodate driver misbehaviour can now 

be found to protect cyclists on two of the recently opened sections of the Aldgate to 

Bow upgrade. 

The combination of TfL and Newham Council which design these cycle facilities, that are 

simply not fit for purpose are now embarking on the redesign of the Stratford Gyratory.  Let’s 

hope that this time they listen. 

Rides 

The last of the 2015 series of Newham Rides took place on 12 July.  This year we have 

been able to enhance these rides by visiting the  "Sculpture Line" and incorporating 

variations on the route. 

 

Newham Cyclists led a feeder ride to the central London Freecycle on 1 August, which was 

our most successful ever.  Over 90 of us rode into London and over 30 joined us for the 

return journey. 

Our autumn ride to Rainham Marsh and the Ingrebourne Valley will take place on 4 October. 

Meetings 

Our series of summer evening rides and meetings has now come to an end.  At the last of 

these on August 3 we were pleased to have the opportunity to show Forest Gate North 

Councillor, Seyi  Akiwowo, the route of the Victoria Park to Hainault Quietway as it is 

proposed to pass across north Newham.  We were able to show her our suggested 

improvements to the route and also why junctions where the Quietway crosses  main 

through routes should meet the LCC standards - which the current plans do not.   

On 26 October we are planning an open meeting with a presentation from Living Streets and 

discussion to follow.  We will confirm the venue on our website. 


