
The costs of this disruption, and noise, will all fall disproportionately on 
non-car owners. Any volunteers to oversee the nocturnal performance 
are welcome, we think Hugh Morgan deserves some sleep.

No motors for the RideLondon weekend! 
August saw motor traffic excluded from 
parts of Central London for one weekend.   
MCC led 60 people on pedals up to the 
Saturday event.

On the Sunday, over 25,000 people rode in 
the London-Surrey 100, a route that 
celebrates the legacy of the 2012 Olympics. 

The Handcycle Classic saw a field of Paralympic champions race a 15 
mile course from Kingston, through Wimbledon to central London.  
Other cities open roads to self propelled people only, every Sunday!

Three MCC members completed the London-Surrey 100. Well done, 
Richard Evans, Lee Briggs, and Maria Priestland! But London and 
Merton could be more proactive about boosting walking and rolling to 
shops, work, and schools?

Events
MCC meetings: Thurs 3rd September, 1st October,  12th November
(one week delay for bonfire night TBC, check website),  8:00pm – 9:30pm

Join us at the All Saints Centre for our monthly meeting and tell us 
what YOU think MCC should be doing. LCC members and those simply 
curious are all welcome.

MCC Meetings are on the first Thursday of every month
8pm, All Saints Centre, All Saints Road, SW19 1BX

Web: mertoncyclists.org.uk
Facebook: facebook.com/mertoncyclists

Twitter: @LCCinMerton
Email: info@mertoncyclists.org.uk

MCC is the Merton branch of the London Cycling Campaign
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Travelling actively to enhance Merton
The 66 Public Health Outcome Framework Indicators relating to 
Transport didn't feature much at Merton's Health Scrutiny Panel 
earlier this year. MCC since met Merton's Director of Public Health and 
colleagues from Environment and Regeneration, where they were, 
happily, abbreviated to "PHOFIs" In this case, "PHOFITs"?.

On 23rd July we submitted presentations by health professionals, one 
from TfL/GLA, the other by one of our members; both are on our 
website. Did they go viral around the Civic Centre?

Merton Borough is responsible for health expenditure, and we hope to 
see health and highways benefits of PHOFITs being actively pursued.
For example, by advantaging strolling and rolling under our own power.
Why not give priority to those not in motors at signal-controlled 
crossings? A rapid response from those (mainly) placebo buttons would
be welcomed, especially in poor weather, and by the ageing populace.

Pollution levels rise, yet the prospect of people walking and pedalling, 



to their advantage, and that of local business economies, is seemingly 
ignored. Is this for fear of the motor-voter? Car use in Merton declined 
by 12% in the ten years 2004-2014.

We need to enthuse about the benefits - for example, to highway 
maintenance - whoever heard of damage to our roads by pedestrians, 
or people on bikes? Supermarkets may not always be best value for our
time and energy - they were a reason for having personal motor 
transport. Factoring in car costs (£5000 a year?) and the damage to 
each-other’s health, popping in to the local shop in shoes or on pedals 
or having home deliveries, begins to make real lifetime-efficient sense. 

Next May we get to vote for representation on the Greater London 
Assembly, and the Mayor and Chair of Transport for London. Ask the 
candidates what they are doing for active travel?

Museum of Wimbledon donation
MCC has donated a copy of 'A Day in the Life of AW Cycles' to the 
Museum of Wimbledon on the Ridgeway, above the Wimbledon Village 
Club. Ms S.M.Dunman, on behalf of the Museum's Governing Body, in 
welcoming the accession, commented on the good quality of the 
product and looked forward to reading it. She agreed that it was of 
importance to record for posterity and enjoy these institutions before 
they closed down, and that such public acknowledgement could help to 
keep them thriving the longer.

AW Cycles has been trading in Merton High Street for over 100 years, 
and copies of the book are available from them now, over the counter. 
Ted Foster and Richard Smith can still repair your bicycle, whatever its 
vintage.
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Links to the neighbours?
We work with LCC groups in Sutton,
Croydon, and Kingston where we can;
Kingston mini-Holland proposals featured
in the Surrey Comet amid opposition
from some adjacent to the Greenway.
Our joint response has been sent for
publication in the local press, as follows.

Levelling Kingston Road tram crossing – again!
After 3 years badgering by MCC's Hugh Morgan, with some help from 
our MP, the GLA representative, & David Dean, the Council, TfL, & 
councillors from 3 different parties met in the middle of this hazardous 
crossing surface. TfL take possession of the track 16-19 October, and 
Conways, contractor for the (unsatisfactory?) work, will put it all right, 
to specification. Adjacent bits of Kingston Road will be resurfaced then 
or soon after.

In support of the New Malden to Raynes Park Greenway link.

As proposed in both the Merton and Kingston bids for the Mayor's “mini-Holland”
programme, the opportunity to greatly improve the facilities for walking and cycling between
New Malden and Raynes Park is an ambition held by both our councils.

Kingston was one of the three successful outer London boroughs and this link is now part of
its “GoCycle” programme. It will deliver a safe, direct, high quality facility for people to walk
or cycle regardless of age or ability. With a convenient alternative, many more will be able to
leave the car at home for local journeys, providing benefits to the community's health and
relief to our congested roads.

The route will pass across land owned by Thames Water. It contains pipes which have
reached the end of their life and are now a danger to the area. When replaced, the path will
be placed above the new pipes, and the land opened up as a new green space for all to enjoy,
a linear park with consideration for and protection of the local wildlife.

We know that there is some opposition to the creation of this route, but we are sure the
concerns can be sensibly addressed. Therefore the Kingston and Merton Cycling Campaigns
support this project, and would encourage everyone who feels the same to sign our petition.

http://bit.ly/new-malden-greenway

Jon Fray
Kingston Cycling Campaign

Charles Barraball
Merton Cycling Campaign


