
Kensington and Chelsea Cyclists  
 

 News from the Borough 
 

 

It’s been a busy summer for cycling in London, with construction of superhighways across 

central London going on apace, a new daily record set for Boris Bike useage, and a whole 

wonderful weekend of cycling at the start of August, with streets closed to traffic to let 

cyclists roam free. 

 

But what’s been happening in Kensington and Chelsea? Sadly very little is being delivered on 

the ground yet, but behind the scenes K&C Cyclists have been talking to officers and 

councillors in our borough to make the case for better cycling facilities, particularly to 

achieve the aims of LCC’s Space for Cycling campaign. 

 

Below are some highlights from our current campaign. But there are many more things we 

could be doing as a borough group, so please get in touch if you have ideas and energy. 

 

Martin Carr – K&C Cyclists Coordinator 

 

A Superhighway for Kensington and Chelsea? 

 

Although we are told that plans for 

Superhighway 9 (CS9) are being taken forward 

by Hounslow and Hammersmith and Fulham 
councils, K&C’s section on Kensington High 

Street seems firmly off the agenda unless the 

Council can be persuaded to change their 

mind. I met with Council Leader Nick Paget-

Brown in July, at which he outlined some of 

the Council’s concerns, including conflict with 

pedestrians at bus-stops, and reduced access 

for vehicles to residential streets. Cllr Paget-

Brown received from me the Space for Cycling petition, signed by nearly 200 borough 

residents and 10,000 Londoners in total. We need to keep up the pressure to deliver this 

segregated route, for which we already have support from many opposition party 

councillors. On 1 September Darren Johnson (Green AM) will be visiting the borough to 

highlight the need for this key route. Please continue, whether by email or in person, to 

urge our elected representatives to deliver on the Space for Cycling aims, including CS9. 

 

Slow Down! 

 

The march of the 20mph borough seems unstoppable, with Tower 

Hamlets and Lambeth being among those most recently embracing 

the lower speed limit. Sadly, Kensington and Chelsea Council 

remains unconvinced; the only street in the borough to have a 

20mph limit currently is Exhibition Road. K&C Cyclists continues to 

work with our supporters to convince the Council that, with proper enforcement and 

complementary measures, 20mph zones will bring safer streets and, ultimately, save lives. 
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Shh! The Quietways are Coming 

 

Earlier in the year, the Council consulted on 

the first two Quietway routes in the 

borough, part of a network of cycle routes 

on quieter streets where segregation or 

cycle lanes are, in general, not required. The 

East-West route from Oakley Street to 

Belgravia is ready for implementation, but 

following comments from K&C Cyclists and 

others, the North-South route from Albert 

Bridge to South Kensington is being looked 

at again. One area of concern was the high 

level of traffic on Oakley Street, which would be inappropriate to a Quietway-designated 

route. We now await the finalised plans for these routes, and three further Quietways 

which are planned for 2016. 
 

Cycle Parking, Two-Way Streets, and Boris Bikes 

 

If it can seem that nothing positive is happening 

for cycling in the borough, let’s pause for a 

moment to celebrate what has been achieved. 

Many one-way streets are now signposted for 

two-way working for cyclists (the newest route, 

hopefully to be delivered by the end of 2015, 

could be Phillimore Walk), cycle parking is 

growing all the time, and most (though not quite 

all!) of the borough has cycle hire. Council officers 

are keen to hear suggestions of locations needing 

new cycle parking, and streets which could be converted to two-way cycling. The borough is 

keen to extend cycle hire into those northern parts currently without it (above the 

Westway) and K&C Cyclists supports that ambition. If you have other suggestions to 

improve any aspect of cycling in Kensington and Chelsea, let us know. 

 

K&C Cyclists needs You! 

 

Despite having almost 200 members, we have very few active campaigners 

in the group. If you could offer any support, from maintaining our online 

presence, to writing to policy makers in the borough, please get in touch. 

The more voices we have, the more we will be heard. 

 

Our next borough group meeting will be in the autumn – details will be 

made available nearer the time on the LCC website and via email. 

 

Contact Us 

 
We’d love to hear more from cyclists in our area about the issues and concerns you have – 

email kensingtonandchelsea@lcc.org.uk 
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