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NO2 pollution project – final results & first step taken by the council! 

In August we finalised our NO2 project, finding that NO2 pollution was 30% higher at 
pushchair height than at the 3m at which the council monitors the air. In most places NO2 
levels vastly exceeded EU limits! Our chair John Griffiths was interviewed for ITV London. 
Recent estimates from King’s College London suggest that 250 people die annually in our 
borough because of air pollution (PM 2.5 and NO2). That’s deaths! Imagine what this means 
for children’s developing lungs and people with conditions like asthma as well.  

 

John and Lynn Seveke presented the results to Councillor Wesley Harcourt (responsible for 
Environment, Transport & Residents Services). Wesley was impressed and concerned about 
our results and they made it clear to him once more that air quality in are borough is 
extremely poor and requires attention.  

We are very happy with the formation of a resident led Air Quality Commission, chaired by 
resident Rosemary Pettit. The commission will influence the upcoming air quality strategy, 
replacing the one of 2000. Radical measures to facilitate cycling and walking should be an 
essential part of this new strategy. By creating a safe cycling network many people will prefer 
taking their bike or walking for local trips rather than taking the car. This will reduce air 
pollution from NO2 and reduce congestion on the roads. For now, the council should 
accelerate execution of the current strategy and they should make the political choice to 
increase spending on air quality improvement. Please join if you are concerned, not just as 
cyclist but also as parent, teacher or just for yourself, and make sure the commission has a 
strong voice! More details on how to join will be announced later.  

TFL better junction review: are they aware of the actual number of cyclists? 

TFL is working with LBHF to improve Hammersmith Gyratory. We are concerned they are not 

aware of the number of cyclists using it. It would give confidence if they published the 

current number of cyclists and forecasts of future use. Insight in future use is crucial as the 

council is set on increasing cycle transport and so are we of course! John and Lynn went out 
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last week to count the cycle flow. Interesting is that a great number of cyclists avoid the main 

road: half of those turning into King Street do this via the pavement. Present cycle use 

[mainly high speed commuting] is not necessarily the same as that of the population of future 

cyclists that one should be planning for. A segregated two-way cycling lane along all of the 

gyratory connecting safely to the adjoining streets will invite many more to cycle. Plus, they 

won’t have to use the pavement anymore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Freecycle – Prudential Ride London 2015 

We had lots of fun during 

Freecycle 2015. Many turned 

up for our feeder ride and 

thanks to leader Konstantinos 

Parsalidis and the other 

marshals speeding up and 

down the group we made it 

safely to the Freecycle route.  

Member Lynn recalls: “it felt 

so good for once not to have to compete with busses on the Strand!” Plus our long-distance 

friend the Sun also joined in and topped it of perfectly!  

 
 

- Thank you and ride on, Lynn Seveke! 

Next Meeting 8th September – Join! 

Time: 7.30pm; September 8  Location: 122c, Edith Road, West Kensington W14 9AP 
 

There is a lot going on at the moment, including plans for a 20mph speed limit for H&F, the 
Hammersmith Gyratory Better Junction program, as free led-rides and much more. We offer 
refreshments and would love to see some new faces! 
Please come to find out more about our group and how you can get involved.  
 


