
20mph 
at last! 
ALL COUNCIL-CONTROLLED STREETS ARE 
NOW UNDER THE NEW LOWER SPEED LIMIT
One of the London Cycling Campaign's longest-standing objectives – reducing the default speed 
limit to 20mph – has been achieved in Hackney. All streets in the borough which are directly 
controlled by the council have now had their speed limit reduced, fulfilling a commitment made by 
the council in 2008 in answer to a deputation brought by ourselves and Hackney Living Streets.

Meanwhile Transport for London has quietly but significantly implemented a 20mph limit on the 
Dalston town centre section of  the A10, comprising the entire length of  Kingsland High Street and
the northernmost part of  Kingsland Road. The main streets directly controlled by TfL comprise a 
small proportion of  the overall length of  streets in the borough, but are among the busiest, so 
changes to speeds and other aspects of  driving culture on these are especially important.

We know from trials both here and elsewhere that even just putting up signs tends to result in 
lower speeds. Even an apparently insignificant reduction of 1mph matters. According to the 
national campaign group 20's Plenty For Us, every one mile per hour reduction in speed of  motor 
vehicles results in a six per cent reduction in casualties and severity of  injury.

Now that the limits are in place, the challenge will be to accelerate the change in driving habits. 
Enforcement will be important, but won't be the whole story. At our monthly meetings in recent 
months we have been talking about a campaign to get buses and council vehicles speed-limited, 
both for their own sake
and to act as 'pacer
vehicles'. TfL Buses have
apparently been
conducting speed-
limiting trials, so it will
be interesting to hear
how these have gone.

We are also discussing a
public-facing charm
offensive to encourage
our friends and
neighbours to commit
themselves to adhering
to the new limit. We'd
love to have your ideas
and practical help in
turning this into a reality,
so please get in touch
and get involved!
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Annual meeting and elections 7th October 2015
All members of  the London Cycling Campaign in Hackney are warmly invited to join us for our Annual 
Meeting. Reports will be delivered by the current chair and treasurer, following which we will hold 
elections for chair, secretary and treasurer for the year ahead. LCC members resident in the borough 
are invited to consider standing for these posts, or to volunteer to join our committee in another helpful
capacity such as events or rides co-ordinator. (Please bring your current LCC membership card to show 
that you are entitled to take part in the elections). 
When & where: Thursday 7th October 2015 from 7.30pm. Venue TBC. Please see hackney.cc/diary

Improvements to popular north-south cycle route under way
Work has started on improving parts of  a popular north-south route which is currently designated as 
London Cycle Network route 10 and will, when these and other planned works are complete, be re-
designated 'Cycle Superhighway 1'. The main win from the current works will be the removal of  through 
motor traffic from the southern section of  Pitfield Street – a campaign aim of  ours ever since the two-
way Shoreditch Triangle traffic reforms of  2002. There'll be big changes to the 'Apex' junction at the 
south end and to arrangements south of  St John's church, where New North Road meets Pitfield Street.

Council mulls next steps after vigorous response to Wick Road consultation
Council proposals to return Wick Road to two-way working have been the subject of  intense scrutiny 
and discussion in recent months. A special meeting of  Hackney Cycling Campaign was convened, as a 
result of  which a number of  points were raised with the council including the possibility of  adding 
protected space for cycling, widening the carriageway lanes to a shareable width, reducing on-street 
motor vehicle parking, 'filtering' the side streets, and improving compliance with the 20mph speed limit. 
We have had detailed discussions with Hackney's Streetscene department about all of  these issues, and 
the council is now working through our response and others received during the public consultation.

'South Hackney' area study gives hope for reduction of through motor traffic
The council has funding for a study of  the area broadly bounded by Mare Street, Morning Lane, Kenton 
Road, Church Crescent/Lauriston Road and Victoria Park Road. Walking and cycling groups including 
Hackney Cycling Campaign have been invited to contribute our ideas. We are very hopeful that this 
process will result in greatly improved conditions for walking and cycling in this area, which, like so much 
of  the east of  the borough, is currently severely affected by large volumes of  through motor traffic.

Around 1,000 residents of  our borough are paid-up members of London Cycling Campaign.
To join the campaign, or to renew your membership, call 020 7234 9310 or visit lcc.org.uk

Contact: 020 7729 2273 | info@hackney.cc   Mailing list: hackney-lcc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Corporate social networking services: facebook.com/hackneycyclingcampaign | twitter.com/hackney_cycling

Monthly meetings
We meet every month to decide what needs doing and follow the progress of projects and campaigns. Guests welcome.

First Wednesday of every month, 7.30pm, at 6 Olympus Square, Nightingale Estate, Hackney Downs, E5.
b hackney.cc/meetings

Self-help cycle maintenance workshop
First and third Tuesdays of the month: Hackney City Farm, 1a Goldsmiths Row, E2 8QA

Second Wednesday of the month (new time & venue!): Round Chapel Old School Rooms, Powerscroft Road, E5 0PU
At both venues the workshop runs between 7pm and 9pm.

b hackney.cc/workshop
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