
Harrow to Watford by bike: why not?
Harrow Cyclists has decided to devote its energies to one 
major project for the coming year. Instead of piecemeal 
improvements to existing routes – important as they are – 
we are resolved to push for one big ask.

And that's an all weather route from Harrow into Watford. 
This would be well-used as there is a substantial number 
who would cycle from one to the other for work, to buy 
things – Watford is the biggest shopping area near Harrow – 
and for leisure including Premier League football. A route to 
Watford would also connect to the traffic free Ebury Way 
which goes to Rickmansworth.

Existing routes to Watford are cycle unfriendly. There is the 
A4008 Oxhey Lane with its 40mph sections and constant up 
and downs; and there is the even hillier and equally traffic 
heavy A409 through Harrow Weald, Brookshill and 
Common Road. Neither is welcoming or pleasant.

Yet, there is an unmarked route which is flat, virtually traffic 
free, and which leads into Watford's own cycle routes (far 
better than anything in Harrow!) The route follows the 
Overground line to Watford for much of the way, so it's flat. 
And as the crow flies, the gap between existing quiet 
Harrow roads and Watford's cycle network is around one 
kilometre. A small part of what we propose lies outside 
Harrow – in that zone where all the roads are white on the 
TfL bike map but that is mostly on minor roads. It starts at 
Hatch End station, where you follow the side roads to 
Sylvia Avenue to its very end. Once there, there are 
footpaths towards Watford – existing rights of way – which 
are currently mostly used by walkers as some of them form 
part of the London Loop.

As Harrow Cyclists found when it tried the route on a 
perfect summer's day, it's possible for those with sturdy 
bikes in dry weather although it's slow. But if some of the 
unnecessary obstacles, such as gates, were removed, and a 
hard surface replaced the mud, then it would be wonderful 
amenity. Once in Carpender's Park, cyclists join a marked 
route to Watford centre and also the Ebury Way. This 
longer-distance, almost traffic-free route would be of 
immense practical use to cyclists in both Harrow and 
Watford. Our next meetings will discuss how to turn this 
route into a reality.
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Space for Cycling petition handed to 
Brent Council
Brent Cyclists handed the Space for Cycling petition list of 
signatories to Cllr. Muhammed Butt, Leader of Brent 
Council, on 1 July. The petition was signed by 174 Brent 
residents, and calls for the Space for Cycling asks that we 
formulated for every ward before the council elections in 
2014 to be implemented. 40% of elected councillors have 
said they support these proposals.

Coordinator David Arditti hands the petition to Cllr. Butt

Progress on the asks so far has been very limited, however. 
There are, or we are promised soon will be, studies 
underway into our proposals for Welsh Harp Ward (new 
cycle bridge or underpass across the North Circular at 
Neasden), and Tokyington Ward (protected cycle route from 
Wembley Park Station to Harrow Road). The complete list 
of ward asks is on our website. We will keep up pressure on 
the rest, and, in particular, we are seeking a meeting with 
the new Cabinet Member for Environment and Transport, 
Cllr. Eleanor Southwood, to discuss them.

Dollis Hill 20 mph consultation
Brent are currently consulting on proposals for traffic 
calming features within the Dollis Hill Area 20mph zone. 
The consultation is open until 15 September, and we urge 
members to respond via brent-consult.objective.co.uk.

The issue we would point to is that there is far too much 
through-traffic on Crest Road, Tanfield Avenue and Dollis 
Hill Lane, and the area cannot be made safe for walking and 
cycling without really tackling this using traffic-reduction 
measures, as demanded in our Dollis Hill Ward ask. Brent 
are proposing a new island (pedestrian refuge) on Coles 
Green Road despite the fact that these make life difficult for 
cyclists, who do not want to be used as mobile traffic 
calming through pinch-points (we advocate one-stage zebra 
crossings instead as better for everyone). Also they are 
proposing four new mini-roundabouts on Dollis Hill Lane, 
despite the fact that they are proposing to take mini-
roundabouts out of Park Avenue North as part of the 
Quietway scheme! There seems no consistency of thinking.

RideLondon FreeCycle
Brent Cyclists and Harrow Cyclists both took groups, 
including inexperienced cyclists and children, down to the 
RideLondon FreeCycle circuit on 1 August, with about 50 
people from Harrow and 30 from Brent. A fun day was had 
by all, and many participated in the rides back as well.

The end of the Brent FreeCycle ride at Constitution Hill

Forthcoming events
Wed 9 September: Brent Cyclists Meeting (date change) 
7:00pm Pret a Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley
Sun 13 September Queens Park Day 12:00–5:00pm Brent 
Cyclists will have a stall at this most popular community 
fair in the borough. Come along and help, or just say hello.
Sun 20 September: Down the Thames ride Get 11:16 
train from Mill Hill Broadway (11:20 Hendon, 11:23 
Cricklewood 11:27 West Hampstead Thameslink) to 
Blackfriars (11:46) for a 30 mile ride down the Thames path
Wed 23 September: Harrow Cyclists Meeting 7.30pm 60 
Longley Road HA1 4TH (Confirm first)
Wed 14 October: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7.00pm Atrium 
of the Clayton Crown Hotel, Cricklewood Broadway
Sun 25 October: Chiltern ride Get 11:14 train from West 
Hampstead Thameslink (11:17 Cricklewood, 11:20 Hendon, 
11:24 Mill Hill Broadway) to Harpenden (11:45) for a 25 
mile ride on quiet roads in Hertfordshire. Moderately hilly.
Wed 28 October: Harrow Cyclists Meeting  7.30pm 60 
Longley Road HA1 4TH (Confirm first)
Wed 4 November: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7:00pm Pret a 
Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley
Sun 22 November: New Superhighway ride Meet 11:00 
Kingsbury Station or 11:45 Gladstone Park Railway Bridge 
(foot of Parkside). We’ll cycle to central London and take in 
as much of the new segregated cycle routes there as we can.
Wed 25 November: Harrow Cyclists Meeting  7.30pm 60 
Longley Road HA1 4TH (Confirm first)

Brent and Harrow Cyclists Contacts
Brent Cyclists Co-ordinator and newsletter editor: 
David Arditti, 94 Stag Lane, Edgware HA8 5LW, phone 
07866 456390, coordinator@brentcyclists.org.uk
Harrow Cyclists co-ordinator: Tony Levene, 60 Longley 
Road, Harrow HA1 4TH, phone 07828 580931, 
tony.levene@tiscali.co.uk

http://brent-consult.objective.co.uk

