
Newsletter Summer 2015

Westminster Cycling Campaign is the local group of
the London Cycling Campaign. Our group is open to
any London Cycling Campaign member who lives,
works, studies or cycles in the City of Westminster.
The majority of our 270 members are Westminster
residents. When we write to our local councillors, we
are writing to Westminster's councillors.

Baker Street / Gloucester Place:
consultation expected             26 May 2015

This summer we are expecting Westminster to consult
the public about its plans for Baker Street and
Gloucester Place. The main features of the council's
plans are expected to be:

· Turning Baker Street back to two-way traffic.
· Improving conditions for pedestrians by

widening footways and crossings etc.
· Transferring northbound bus routes from

Gloucester Place to Baker Street
· Turning Gloucester Place back to two-way.
· Providing a cycle route along Gloucester Place

The council considered various options to improve the
cycling facilities on Gloucester Place, namely:

A. Advisory cycle lanes (with broken lines)
B. A 3m-wide segregated cycle facility
C. A 4m-wide segregated cycle facility,
D. Mandatory cycle lanes of 2m width for the

majority of Gloucester Place coupled with
specific measures at key junctions to improve
conditions for cyclists and to maintain route
continuity. The hours of operation for these
mandatory lanes would be determined during
the initial design stage.

A traffic modelling assessment showed that Options B
and C ‘were unlikely to provide sufficient traffic
capacity for an acceptable level of traffic network
resilience to be achieved.’ It was also considered that
Option A did not provide an optimal solution for
cyclists. However, Option D provided significantly
improved cycling facilities while maintaining an
acceptable level of traffic network resilience. The
council has therefore decided to develop Option D
further to initial design stage.

First introduced in 1961, the one-way system around
Baker Street and Gloucester Place was designed to

handle large volumes of fast-moving traffic. The
resulting dominance of traffic in these streets not only
discouraged cycle use but also made conditions
unpleasant for pedestrians. The dismantling of this
system is long overdue.

The current proposals appear to have been inspired by
Transport for London's Roads Task Force, which
published its recommendations in July 2013. There
Baker Street is shown as an example of a 'City Street',
intended to 'Provide a world-class, pedestrian-friendly
environment while ensuring excellent connections with
the wider transport network'. Gloucester Place is
probably an example of a 'Connector', intended to
provide 'Reliable routes for medium distance and local
road journeys, comfortable roads for cyclists and safe
and secure routes for pedestrians'.

The Roads Task Force's vision for Baker Street

The scheme is jointly funded by Transport for London,
the Baker Street Quarter Partnership (BID) and The
Portman Estate.

Planning starts on Cycle
Superhighway 11                      29 March 2015

The authorities have started planning Cycle
Superhighway 11, which will run between the Finchley
Road and Portland Place via Swiss Cottage and
Regent's Park. Several authorities are involved in this
project – Transport for London, Westminster, Camden,
the Royal Parks and the Crown Estate Paving
Commission.

Starting from the north, there is a project to improve
the Swiss Cottage gyratory, currently one the largest
obstacles to cycling in north London. The existing
cycle lanes along Avenue Road will be retained and
improved. This road does not have the features that
make cycle lanes ineffective in other streets, such as
bus stops, parked cars and deliveries to businesses.

The route will include the whole of the Outer Circle in
Regent's Park. In recent years there has been a
growing campaign to exclude motor traffic from the
Outer Circle – see
http://www.trafficfreeregentspark.org.uk/.



The Outer Circle of Regent's Park

Some hair-raising official statistics have emerged:
· 54% of motor vehicles on the Outer Circle

exceed 30mph.
· The highest recorded speed is 84mph!
· 75% of motor vehicles pass through the park

without staying there.

Our own counts showed that cyclists now account for
about a third of traffic at peak times. Options now
being considered for the Outer Circle include:

· closing gates
· blocking through routes
· a 20mph limit
· 'point no entry' arrangements at certain times
· a pedestrianised section near the zoo

We have heard that Portland Place has 85th percentile
speeds of 24mph (northbound) and 21mph
(southbound). Weekday traffic flow is reported to be
15,482 vehicles with a peak of 782 per hour. So
cyclists are going to need some kind of protection.

We will report further progress as the project develops.

Forthcoming Events

Westminster Cycling Campaign meeting
8 June 2015 7pm - 9pm
The Sir John Balcombe, 21 Balcombe Street, NW1
6HE. Do you cycle in Westminster? Join us at our
meetings to have your say on the issues that affect
you and other cyclists.

Open Garden Squares Weekend - City and Tower
Hamlets 13 June 2015 10am - 5:30pm
Meet at the Monument to the Great Fire of London,
Fish Street Hill, EC3R 8AH, at 10:00 for 10:15 start.
Explore some of London's secret gardens that open
specially this weekend in the City of London and
Tower Hamlets.

Open Garden Squares Weekend - Kensington and
Hammersmith 14 June 2015 10am - 5:30pm
Ride starts from the Albert Memorial, Kensington
Gardens at 10:00. Discover more of London's secret
gardens that open specially this weekend in
Kensington and Hammersmith.

Dr Bike at Hyde Park 15 June 2015 4:30pm - 7:30pm
Hyde Park, west end of Rotten Row at junction with
West Carriage Drive. Dr Bike free cycle safety check &
maintenance advice, cycle security marking, cycling
info

Dr Bike and Exchanging Places (bike/lorry) at
Kensington Gardens 16 June 2015 4:30pm - 7:30pm
Kensington Gardens, junction of the Broad Walk /
Mount Walk, opposite Kensington Palace

Dr Bike and Exchanging Places (bike/lorry) at
Regent's Park 18 June 2015 4:30pm - 7:30pm
Regent's Park, Broad Walk by Ready Money Drinking
Fountain

Dr Bike at Hyde Park 19 June 2015 4:30pm - 7:30pm
Hyde Park, Broad Walk Cycle Path (by The Joy of Life
Fountain) west of Park Lane

Urban Explorer - Sights of London ride 19 July 2015
9:45am - 2:30pm
Meet 9:45 for 10:00 start at Euston Square Gardens,
Euston Road, NW1 2RT (opposite Euston Station).
Sites include Buckingham Palace, Horse Guards,
Whitehall, Parliament Square, Tate Modern Tower of
London and St Paul’s.

Prudential RideLondon FreeCycle Feeder Ride
1 August 2015 time TBC
Meet at Queen’s Park Gardens, Ilbert Street W10 for a
led ride to join the Prudential RideLondon FreeCycle.
Details TBC – check website or telephone us.

Little Green Ride for a Rural Delight 16 August 2015
9:45am - 5:15pm
Meet Finsbury Park Station at 09:45 for 10:11 train to
Welwyn Garden City Station, arriving at 10:31, or from
Kings Cross Station if running. A mixture: lanes, with a
rolling countryside and off road tracks. Chance to see
Shaw's Corner.

For more news articles, full details of all events and to
sign up to our more frequent email newsletter please
visit http://www.westminstercyclists.org.uk/

Do you value this printed newsletter for London Cyclist
magazine and want us to continue producing it?
Please tell us by emailing Westminster@LCC.org.uk or
telephoning 020 7828 1500, so we know to produce it
in addition to our more frequent email newsletter.


