
A thank you to our former editor
After ten years putting together the MCC newsletter, Duncan Harper 
has powered down his Apple Mac and called it a day as editor. Everyone
involved with the Merton Cycling Campaign and the LCC would like to 
thank him for his hard work, the many editions he put together, and 
wish him much happy (deadline free) cycling in the future.

Events
Sunset ride to Richmond: Wednesday 17th June 7:30pm, 
Meet at Wimbledon Station, for a guided ride across Richmond Park to 
the Roebuck on top of Richmond Hill. There you will join groups from 
our neighbouring boroughs to watch the sun disappear whilst enjoying 
a few refreshments. Lights are required!

MCC meetings: Thurs 2nd July, 3rd September, 8:00pm – 9:30pm
Join us at the All Saints Centre for our monthly meeting and tell us 
what YOU think MCC should be doing.  LCC members and those simply 
curious are all welcome.  Note, no meeting is held in August.

RideLondon FreeCycle, Saturday 1st August
RideLondon Surrey 100, Sunday 2nd August
Please check the LCC events page, and the MCC website for details of 
feeder rides and other activities around this weekend.

New website
We have recently given our website a spring clean and switched to a 
news/blog format.  If you haven't visited us for awhile please take a 
look. If you are interested in writing an opinion piece or reviewing a 
route (commuting or for leisure), email web@mertoncyclists.org.uk.

MCC Meetings are on the first Thursday of every month
8pm, All Saints Centre, All Saints Road, SW19 1BX

Web: mertoncyclists.org.uk
Facebook: facebook.com/mertoncyclists

Twitter: @LCCinMerton
Email: info@mertoncyclists.org.uk

MCC is the Merton branch of the London Cycling Campaign

Issue 70 Newsletter Summer 2015

London Quietway Network to arrive in Wimbledon in 2016
The London Quietway Network was first announced in the Mayor's 
Vision for Cycling published in 2013. Intended to complement the high 
capacity Superhighways, the Quietways would be designed for those 
wanting a more relaxed journey on low-traffic side streets.

The routes through Merton will be one part of a larger network, 
connecting Kingston and Sutton to Clapham and central London.  The 
first section to reach the planning stage is from Wimbledon Town 
centre towards London via South Park Road and the Wandle Trail.

In every description of the Quietways, it has always been stated that 
they will be direct, a common failure of the old London Cycle Network. 



The MCC has reservations about the proposal on this basis, and will 
examine both the detail of the plans and the overall route.

Looking west of our borough, plans are moving ahead with our 
neighbours in Kingston, to connect New Malden to Raynes Park with a 
completely new route parallel to the railway line.  With funding from 
their successful Mini-Holland bid, expectations are high for this project.

The weak link in connecting these sections remains the Wimbledon 
Town Centre gyratory system.  As we reported last issue, Merton has 
received £200,000 in LIP (Local Implementation Plan) funding towards 
identifying how the gyratory can be made safer.  As the Quietways 
converge on two fronts, we await news of these plans with much 
interest!

Bikehangers
Secure bicycle parking is coming to Merton in the shape of Cyclehoop's 
Bikehangers.  Each hanger protects up to six bicycles from the worst of
British weather, vandalism and theft.

The first eight hangers will
be arriving soon, as a trial
for a total order of thirty
seven.  If you would like
one installed near you, get
in touch with us and we will
pass on your request.

Once locations have been
confirmed, we will share the
details via our website.

Kingston Road tram crossing update
As a result of MCC’s latest intervention, Merton met Tramlink on site for
the first time, on April 2nd to discuss the scope of the works and a 
temporary fix. 

The full works can only take place at night after the trams have 
stopped running; Tramlink admit that the only window available to do 
the work is in October. Until then MCC foresees that cyclists should 
continue to expect a rough and dangerous ride over this crossing.
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Mitcham Town Centre redevelopment
As raised during consultations, the past commercial failures of Mitcham
are attributable to ignoring the enhancement of the pedestrian and 
cycle links to the town; no commuter ever bought much from inside a 
car. The latest scheme fiddles with the middle, but fundamental issues 
have again been ignored, sacrificed to TfL's computer models which 
make no allowance for traffic other than motor vehicles and fail to 
consider London's ongoing decline in car ownership.

The plan does introduce cycle facilities that assist primarily in avoiding 
the gyratory. Bicycles will be able to travel west on Upper Green via a 
contraflow on the south side, whilst buses and bicycles will share a 
north bound contraflow on London Road, but each of these routes is 
compromised. 

Holborn Way has been streamlined down to two tight dual carriageway 
lanes with little thought for cycling even though space could be made 
available. Meanwhile, pedestrians will have to endure multi-stage signal
controlled crossings.

Following these changes, it will unfortunately still be true that the only 
way to reach Mitcham will be via roads with almost no space for 
cycling. If Merton is to achieve its ambition for cycling share, it will 
need a strategy to connect the borough and not just spot changes.


