
 
 

 

We live in Southwark and we love to ride bikes. We do everything from serious campaigning to fun social rides. 

February 2015 

Dynamo tickets now on sale Every year, on the Saturday closest to a full moon in July, 

thousands of cyclists meet in London and ride 120 miles through the night to the Suffolk coast. There’s 

no organisation, support crew or logical reason to do it – it’s just a beautiful thing. This year’s Dunwich 

Dynamo will take place on the night of Saturday 4 July/Sunday 5 July. Southwark Cyclists run coaches 

to get you and your bike home. Early bird tickets now available on www.southwarkcyclists.org 

Love among the lamposts? Cyclehoop 

has teamed up with Hackney-based artist 

Graham McLoughlin and the British Heart 

Foundation to place 14 heart-shaped cycle 

stands across Central London. One can be 

found in Union Street, opposite Transport for 

London's Palestra offices. The heart-shaped 

stands are a version of the Cyclehoop – first 

seen on Union Street in 2008 – which 

converts existing street furniture into secure bike parking. Each of the special bike stands is 

accompanied by a sticker with a text message shortcode for donations to the British Heart Foundation. 

(Story and picture thanks to James Hatts and www.london-se1.co.uk) 

Borrow a bike for £10 Starting in March 2015, Southwark Council will run an Urban Cycle Loan 

Scheme for a year. The aim is to make 600 loans. In other boroughs over 80% of participants have 

continued cycling, many buying bikes cheaply through the scheme.  

Consultations galore Quietways, Superhighways, the Ultra Low Emission Zone, the Southwark 

Plan, spines, shards and stations… There’s a lot happening at the borough and London level that 

concerns people who cycle in Southwark! It is easy to feel overwhelmed and to wonder if your 

individual efforts in reading all the documents and responding can really make a difference. A more 

satisfying and (perhaps) more effective approach is to share and develop ideas with other Southwark 

Cyclists. One member will volunteer to look at a specific consultation – perhaps for an area they live in 

or know well, or a topic on which they have particular expertise. This ‘lead’ person reads all the 

documents and plans and makes initial comments and suggestions. These are published for open 

discussion at meetings and via the yahoo group 

https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/southwarkcyclists/info All comments are welcome, whether 

technical (‘this design increases the left hook danger’) or personal (‘this junction currently feels 

dangerous so I don’t use it’). The ‘lead’ will then collate comments and suggestions into a formal 



 

 

response. Using this method, Southwark Cyclists made a very detailed response to Southwark 

Council’s draft Cycling Strategy. You can read the full document by following the links on 

www.southwarkcyclists.org.uk. These are some of the points we made in response to the principles in 

Southwark’s draft document. 

Southwark Council Cycling Strategy Principle 1: Stress free cycling  Stress’ does not do justice to the intimidation and danger that motorists can pose to cyclists. Bristol 
Council aims for freedom from fear. 
 
Cycling Strategy: Work with TfL to segregate routes over 20mph or where traffic volumes are high. 
To cyclists these routes form often impermeable barriers as well as constituting extreme hazards. 
Segregation along these routes is important for safety and perception of safety; it is a necessary 
requirement to increasing levels of cycling. 
 
Cycling Strategy: Aim to provide and facilitate secure cycle parking for every home.  
We urge you to increase provision on estates and invite residents to apply for on-street bike hangars. 
We would want you to review planning restrictions on cycle storage sheds and bins in front gardens. 
 
Cycling Strategy: Create a cycling brand for Southwark: when you think of cycling, you think of Southwark.  
We do not support this specific objective. It is likely to be expensive and pointless unless a lot of work 
has been done on making the roads a lot safer. 
 
Cycling Strategy: Southwark Spine: Routes  
We welcome the proposed Spine route …[but] Routes are not enough but need to be part of area-
wide planning for cycling. A mesh of cycle-friendly streets is needed for the local journeys residents will 
want to make, to the shops, with their children to school, to the station, to bus stops, and to work. 
 
Cycling Strategy: Targets  
We have previously suggested higher targets than those set out [for modal share for cycling] and 
would ideally like to see a target of 20% by 2025. 
 
 
Anyone who cycles in Southwark is a Southwark Cyclist – you don’t have to be a 
member of LCC. Tell your friends, join us on a ride or come along to a meeting! 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturdays: Healthy Rides Bruce Lynn and friends run friendly, gently paced Healthy Rides every 

week, leaving from Canada Water library or from Peckham Square. Rides are normally two hours long, 

with a longer 3.5 hour ride on the third Saturday. For details see http://healthyrider.weebly.com. 

Mondays: Wheels for Wellbeing. Turn up and find a bike that suits you, regardless of disability, 

health condition or age: trikes, hand-cycles, side-by-sides, tandems and more. Herne Hill Velodrome 

11am to 1.30pm. £5 (includes tea/coffee). www.wheelsforwellbeing.org.uk 

2nd Wednesday of the month: Southwark Cyclists meetings 6.30-8pm at Better 

Bankside, 18 Great Guildford Street, London SE1 OFD. Bikes can come inside (but please carry them 

over the carpet).  All welcome. Next dates: 11 March, 8 April, 13 May.  

Last Wednesday of the month Sociable south-east London ride planning meetings, 6.30pm, in 

the Dog and Bell, Prince St, Deptford. Contact Jane on 07826 559 603. 

www.southwarkcyclists.org     @southwarkcycle 


