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Spring '15

Events for your diary:
MCC monthly meetings
Thursday 5th March, 2nd April and 7th May 2015, 8:00pm — 9:30pm
All Saints Centre, All Saints Road, SW19 1BX.
Join us at the All Saints Centre for our monthly meeting and tell us what 
YOU think MCC should be doing (we might even do it if you can help...) then 
it's off for a well-earned drink at, arguably, the best pub in Merton!
All are welcome.

Spring Social Rides:
• Pollards Hill Cyclists (PHC) www.pollardshillcyclists.org.uk/rides.html
• The Cyclists' Touring Club (CTC) www.centrallondonctc.org.uk
• CTC South West London (SWLDA of CTC) www.cyclingswlondon.org.uk

Strictly Gyrating Partners

Quarterly
MCC News is now published quarterly. The next issue, Summer
edition, will be available in June 2015.
If you have an item of interest and wish to appear in future newsletters 
then please do send items by e-mail to me at
news@mertoncyclists.org.uk by end of April. Thank you!

TfL’s Transport relationship with Merton is described as a 'partnership' 
by TfL’s Commissioner Hendy. What might have been a Mini-Holland 
cycling partnership, is now a Local Implementation Plan (LIP) 
partnership to improve Wimbledon Town Centre. In 2015-2016 this 
means £200,000  ‘towards’ improving cycling conditions in Wimbledon 
Town Centre, to include ‘identifying’ how the gyratory can be made 
safer and easier for cyclists and pedestrians.

• Newham have £1m to remove Stratford Gyratory

• Haringey have £1m for green spaces and 20mph zones

• Hammersmith & Fulham have £0.6m for cycling improvements and
20mph zones

• What will Merton make of their £0.2m?

The Mini Holland proposals for the Town Centre appear to have bitten
the dust as the ‘partnership’ seems intent on a gyratory, but with ‘safe’ 
gyrations, and the funds are to include ‘identifying’ how. Which sounds 
like another expensive report and little else…..

…BUT WAIT…Merton Voluntary Service to the rescue they headlined this as

‘Merton set to make cycling provision reality’

They proudly herald TfL’s  2015-2016 allocation and state that: ‘the
Council will look at the best ways to spend this funding to make cycling 
as safe and convenient for everyone, including children and families, 
as it is in the Netherlands’. So that’s alright.     Hugh Morgan
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Don't forget to vote!
The GENERAL ELECTIONS
will be held on Thursday 7th May 2015.
Don't suffer in silence. Make yourself heard!

Respect others
Spring has almost arrived here and many people, including cyclists,
will be visiting local parks. In the interests of all park users, please 
obey the local park rules and signs, particularly where cycling is 
prohibited, by dismounting and walking through the parks. Parks are 
surprisingly easy to reach by bike. Respect each other and enjoy 
the arrival of longer days with sunnier and milder weather! 



Elsie Rides Again
The London Cycling Campaign editor’s choice of cycling books for the 
Christmas period included two from the Merton Cycling Campaign. 
Not only the successful ‘A Day in the Life of AW Cycles’ (which is still 
selling well at AW Cycles), but also ‘The World of Elsie and Cycletoons’ 
by Hugh Morgan. This compendium of his cartoons, or Cycletoons, 
which appeared in London Cyclist from 1994 until 2006 is described by 
the Editor:

“The earlier illustrations centred on infrastructure comment and the 
development of the London Cycle Network, before focusing on a 
distinct image for each of London's 33 boroughs. Elsie (as in 'LC') then 
appeared from 2002 onwards, offering satirical comment on the cycling 
provision in the capital. It's great to see them all together in one place 
and they chart the progress of LCC's campaigning work over the last 
couple of decades”.

See on the LCC website at:-  www.lcc.org.uk/articles/cycling-books

This 'Cycletoon' from 2003 shows Elsie in action at the junction of 
Wimbledon Broadway and Montague Road.

Terrifi c Howl from the
cycling community
Things don’t change!

In March 1896 the ruts and ponds on the 
Kingston Road were a danger to life and 
limb for cyclists; as the local paper of the 
time describes:-

“The cycling community are sending up a terrifi c howl against the 
condition of the Kingston Road from Merton right way to Kingston… 
ruts and ponds all along it render cycling after dark a positive 
danger to life and limb. As a portion of this road is within the 
jurisdiction of the Merton surveyor I sincerely hope he will take the hint.”

Wimbledon and District Gazette, March 1896.

Cyclists of March 2015 are now sending up a terrifi c howl about the 
Kingston Road level crossing with its ruts and ponds rendering it 
a danger to life and limb. The howl has been taken up by Stephen 
Hammond MP and Richard Tracey of the London Assembly and once 
more it is sincerely hoped that the Merton surveyor will take the hint. 
MCC fi rst raised this in 2012 and, learning from their colleagues of 
1896, are hoping that a 'Terrifi c Howl' may do the trick.
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