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Sign up now for our maintenance classes  
A new set of our maintenance classes is due to start on Tuesday 3 March - contact us 
to see if places are still available. We hope to run another course after Easter, 
depending upon demand. 
 
The classes take place on Tuesday evenings over five weeks. You will be working in a 
small group on your bike. The course covers all aspects of maintaining bikes with an 
emphasis on the practical checks and steps that can be taken to keep 
your bike on the road. The cost of the sessions is £75. If you are 
interested in attending the maintenance classes please email us for 
further details. 
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20mph limit across Lambeth by August 
All Lambeth roads will have a speed limit of 20 miles per hour by the autumn.  
 
Speaking at our February meeting Councillor Jennifer 
Brathwaite, Lambeth's Cabinet Member for 
Environment and Sustainability, confirmed that a 
20mph speed limit would be brought in across the 
borough by the end of August 2015.  
 
Consultation is due to start in March with the traffic 
orders and other legal moves required following on so 
that the signs and street markings can be installed 
over the summer.  
 
The borough-wide 20mph zone will bring benefits for 
all cyclists and pedestrians in Lambeth and forms 
part of making Lambeth the most cycle friendly 
borough as outlined in the Lambeth Cycling Strategy.  
 
Brathwaite acknowledged that key to its effectiveness will be enforcement - if you live 
in one of the existing 20mph zones you will know that the 20mph limit at times can 
seem nothing more than a few signs. Brathwaite stated that she hoped that drivers 
would be more aware of the speed limit if they knew it was borough-wide and she 
pledged that Lambeth would begin a public awareness campaign on this issue when it 
is introduced. Lambeth has been carrying out speed surveys across the borough to 
provide baseline data with which to judge follow-up surveys of the effectiveness of the 
measure and highlight areas in need of traffic calming. 
 

Lambeth roads only 
This measure only applies to the roads directly managed by Lambeth - major roads in 
the borough such as Brixton Road, Clapham Road, Waterloo Road and Vauxhall Cross 
are managed bv Transport for London which so far has only applied 20mph limits in 
specific areas such as Waterloo Bridge. 
 
Lambeth Cyclists welcome this move as we believe it will make Lambeth's 
roads more cycle friendly and therefore more people friendly. We would like 
to see the measure extended to all of Lambeth roads including those 
managed by TfL. 
 
Lambeth transport officer to speak at March meeting 
The meeting with Councillor Brathwaite was very productive touching on many policy 
areas including the cycling strategy, quietways, CPZs and relations with Tfl and we 
hope to continue the dialogue on making Lambeth better for cyclists. At our March 
meeting we will be joined by an officer from Lambeth's transport department to talk 
about the practicalities of new schemes and how to create space for cycling and 
implement the cycling strategy on the ground.  
 
 
 

Forthcoming Rides, Meetings and other Events 
 
Saturday 28 February 2015 Ride: Nairn's London 
 
Tuesday 17 March 2015 Lambeth Cyclists Meeting 7:30pm 
We will be joined by an officer from Lambeth's transport department to talk cycling - 
come with your comments and questions 
 
Saturday 28 March 2015 Ride: South London industry  
 
Tuesday 21 April 2015 Lambeth Cyclists Meeting 7:30pm 
 
Saturday 25 April 2015 Medieval West London  
 
Tuesday 19 May 2015 Lambeth Cyclists Annual Meeting 7:30pm 
 
Saturday 30 May 2015 Ride: Grafitti  
 
Lambeth Cyclists meetings 
Lambeth Cyclists meetings take place on the third Tuesday of the month 7:30 – 
9:00pm at the Stockwell Community Centre,1 Studley Road, SW4 (behind Stockwell 
tube station); secure bike parking is available in the forecourt of the building. At the  
meetings we consider the latest developments in cycling in the borough, look at and  
comment on plans and discuss problems. They are informal events – everyone is  
welcome! After the meeting we usually go on to a nearby pub. 
 
Lambeth Cyclists rides  
We run leisurely, easy going rides generally on the last Saturday of the month, 
starting at 10:30 and lasting all day. These rides are run by volunteers and often final 
routes are not planned until shortly beforehand – information is available at our 
meetings, on the website, twitter and the email list. 
 
Lambeth Cyclists email group 
Details of meetings, rides planned and other announcements are circulated on the 
email group as well as discussion of matters of Lambeth cycling interest – sign up 
today by sending a blank email to  
Lambeth_cyclists-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  
 



Lambeth Cyclists propose crossroads for Stockwell 
In November TfL launched a consultation on improvements to the Stockwell gyratory 
system where Clapham, Stockwell and South Lambeth Roads meet.  

 
TfL acknowledge that the current design is cycle 
and pedestrian unfriendly and is failing to cope 
with the doubling in cyclists seen since 2001. Tfl 
also stated that it wished to link the Memorial 
Gardens with the local area. To this end it has 
proposed changes to the road layout including 
removing the one-way gyratory system and 
moving the junction with South Lambeth Road to 

create a pedestrianised area linking the Gardens 
with the station area. 

 
In our response to the consultation, agreed at our January meeting, we suggested 
that instead of the proposed road layout it would be better to have a crossroads 
linking South Lambeth Road and Stockwell Road. Public space could then be created 
outside Stockwell Terrace. We believe that this design would make the area more 
cycle friendly and cut down on the rat running on local roads which might follow the 
original proposals. We also included comments on the scheme as proposed suggesting 
measures such as a continuous cycle lane up South Lambeth Road to increase cycle 
capacity and prevent pedestrian/cyclist conflict. See the TfL proposals and our 
response on our website. 
 
Accident or design? TfL forget to reinstate Streatham cycle lanes 
In January members of our email group raised the problems that have occurred with 
the resurfacing of Streatham High Road (A23), in particular the junction near 
Streatham Hill station.   
 
Streatham resident Mark Knox reflects on the situation 
After recent resurfacing of the TFL-managed Streatham 
High Road, two short but useful cycle lanes were 
conspicuous by their non-reappearance.  
 
These were, at the northbound junction by Streatham Hill 
Station, a central feeder lane to the ASL box, which 
helped to prevent you being left-hooked by traffic turning 
into Drewstead Rd, and a cycle lane outside the station 
entrance, which helped to prevent you being flattened 
against the projecting pavement there.  
 
Lambeth Cyclists members badgered TfL and the eventual 
reply was that there was not enough room for three 
general traffic lanes and a cycle lane of decent width. (So 
- why not reduce the general traffic lanes to two as elsewhere on Streatham High 
Road?) The reply went on to say that in place of cycle lanes TfL were "encouraging 
cyclists to adopt the primary position" (to ride in the centre of the lane). It remains to 
be seen exactly what TfL are doing to encourage cyclists here to do this and what they 
are doing to encourage drivers not to harass cyclists who do this. The simple fact is 
that it is now less safe to cycle through this junction than it used to be. So - once 
again TfL are prioritising motor vehicle capacity over cycle safety, and offering fatuous 
justifications for doing so. It is not the first time that TFL, after resurfacing, have 
neglected to replace cycle markings. Whether this is through intention or indifference, 
it needs watching.  We have raised this matter with TfL, our London Assembly 
Member Val Shawcross and the council.  

Still no word on Loughborough Junction 
We have still not had a formal response from the council to the consultation on the 
proposals for Loughborough Junction and Myatt's Fields. These would have closed the 
junction of Loughborough Road and Coldharbour Lane to motor vehicles and reduced 
traffic in the area to make it more pedestrian and cycling friendly. The majority of 
respondents to the formal consultation supported the scheme but some local residents 
and businesses have protested at the proposals. In a special meeting Councillor 
Brathwaite (Lambeth cabinet member for transport)  and officers met with local 
residents to hear their concerns. We expected Lambeth's response in late 2014 / early 
2015 but have so far heard nothing.    
 
Use CPZs to create space for cycling 

Part of the issues with the Loughborough Junction proposals related to a conflict over 
some local residents' desires to introduce a controlled parking zone as the area 
around Loughborough Road is one of the last areas in Lambeth (if not zone 2?) not to 
have controlled parking. 
 
Here Loughborough Junction resident Clare Neely suggests that CPZs can be used to 
create space for cycling in an area: My commute from Lovely Loughborough Junction 
to Old Kent Rd takes me through Myatt's Fields. Flexible hours allow me to start and 
finish late and in spring and summer at 6.30 to 7.00pm I join people walking to the 
lovely park and generally walking and cycling through the area. If I am any earlier I 
meet the commuters who park in one of the last places with free parking close to 
central London. At that time it is only intrepid people cycling on the streets.  
 
Lambeth Council has announced a review of CPZs. At our recent meeting with Cllr 
Brathwaite we lent our support to this proposal. If people do not have free parking it 
discourages driving and encourages people to walk and cycle. Could there be other 
benefits for cycling? If a CPZ is coming to your neighbourhood or your existing CPZ is 
being renewed, why not remind local councillors about their commitment to Ward 
Asks. Could they be part of any scheme. Many of these were safe routes to schools, if 
work is going on to install a CPZ what about creating safe routes to schools by 
installing measures to prevent rat running traffic which discourages walking and 
cycling. 
 
Richard Laidlaw elected as interim Borough Co-ordinator 
At our January meeting we agreed to appoint Richard Laidlaw as interim LCC Lambeth 
Borough Co-ordinator (chair) as Charlie Holland had to step aside temporarily for 
professional reasons. Richard will continue in this role until the annual meeting on 
Tuesday 19 May 2015.  
 
Lambeth Cyclists annual meeting 
On Tuesday 19 May 2015 we will be holding our annual meeting at which we will 
review the year and elect a new management committee. This is your chance to get 
more involved in the running of Lambeth Cyclists. If you have experience of 
campaigning, events, communications or other skills that you can bring to Lambeth 
Cyclists do consider putting yourself forward for a post. To find out more about the 
different roles email us or closer to the time see our website.  
 
Rides 
After a winter break our programme of rides was set to start on 28 February with a 
look at Nairn's London. We have rides planned for 28 March 2015 - South London 
industry, 25 April - Medieval West London and 30 May -  Grafitti. All are welcome on 
these easy going day-long trips around often overlooked aspects of the London city-
scape. See our website/twitter nearer the time for further details.  
 


