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McDonald’s threat to Superhighway

Martin Gorst Peter Mynors, editor 2005 LCDS

London Cycle Design Standards

The 2014 edition of LCDS has just 
been published, almost 10 years 

after the previous version.  It is a welcome 
improvement.  It includes a number of 
ideas and concepts that were considered 
in 2005, but rejected as being a “step 
too far” either politically or because of 
inflexibility in government regulations.

The new LCDS has been produced in 
landscape format which makes it easy 
to read on screen, ideally in “view full 
screen” mode.  It can be downloaded at 

http://www.tf l .gov.uk/corporate/
publications-and-reports/cycling

A major change is the inclusion of 
numerous examples of good practice 
from other countries.  Where possible UK 
examples are used, such as “floating bus 
stops” in Brighton, but for features such 
as semi-raised cycle lanes there are many 
pictures from Europe.

Much greater emphasis is placed on 
the need for inclusive design to cater 
for disabled cyclists and those with non-
standard bicycles.  Sadly the advice on 
station lift size has come too late for 
Crossrail to incorporate it into their design 
for Ealing Broadway (which has now been 
frozen), but hopefully it will be followed 
at other stations.  The use of barriers 
to control speeds and access is not 
recommended.

Another shift of emphasis is that shared 
bus and cycle lanes are not recommended 
where the traffic flow is more than 
500 vehicles per peak hour, unless a 
20mph limit is in force.  This has serious 
implications for the Uxbridge Road.

ECC are already referring to the new 
LCDS when responding to traffic orders.  
So far I’ve found nothing I disagree with, 
but I haven’t yet read every word in the 
332 pages.  The main danger is that the 
new LCDS will raise expectations even 
further above what council budgets can 
actually afford.  

Happy reading!

In December we objected to a planning 
application for a McDonald’s drive-

through restaurant at Gypsy Corner on 
the A40. It wasn’t the fast food, but the 
risk of fast cars that caused us concern. 
The plans featured an access road from 
the A40 that cut across the cycle route 
at a dangerous angle and didn’t give the 
priority to cyclists that design guidelines 
recommend. The scheme also limited 
space for the proposed East-West Cycling 
Superhighway, reducing what should be 
a two-way cycle track to a single path 
shared with pedestrians.  

On 4 February, councillors voted 
unanimously to approve the plan. Since 
then, after pressure from Andrew Gilligan 
and council leader Julian Bell, the council 
has promised to make the access road 
to the site safe for cyclists and will 
ensure that the Cycle Superhighway isn’t 
compromised. This may even include 
adopting our suggestion of moving the 
access road to Leamington Park. 

But the saga raises some serious 
questions. TfL owned the site. Did they 
relegate safety in favour of getting the 
highest price for the land?  Planners in TfL 
and Ealing’s transport department must 
have known that the Cycle Superhighway 
was due to run through the site, so why 
didn’t they ensure there was room to 
accommodate it?  The decision seems 
strange given that for years the council 
was planning to upgrade the cycle facility 
here.

The site is one of thirteen alongside 
the A40, that were created in a classic 
planning fiasco. In the 1990s the 
Department of Transport planned to 
build a fly-over to carry the A40 Western 

Avenue over Horn Lane. In 1995 they 
served compulsory purchase orders on 
the people living beside the road, bought 
210 properties, and demolished them. 
Two years later they cancelled the flyover. 

In 2004, Ealing’s Adopted Plan for the 
Environment earmarked the sites for a 
Green Corridor. It sounded promising: 
“The road and footway/cycleway will be 
separated by landscaping and mounding 
where possible”.  In 2011 TfL objected 
to the 25 metre wide green corridor as it 
restricted the commercial potential for the 
land, and Ealing council agreed to reduce 
the width to 15 metres. In 2014, the East-
West Cycle Superhighway and a new long-
distance cycle route, roughly following the 
HS2 railway to Birmingham, were also 
planned to run through the site. Its future 
as a cycle-friendly place looked secure. 
Then in December we saw the plans for 
the McDonald’s.

This is the first of the thirteen sites to get 
planning permission, and plans are well 
underway for the others. At the junction 
with Horn Lane, Premier Inn is planning a 
new hotel, and Notting Hill Housing wants 
to build new homes on five other sites. All 
these proposals run the cycle track right 
next to the A40. We feel this is a mistake.  
If the East-West Cycle Superhighway is 
going to be successful, it needs to be 
attractive for cyclists, and that can only 
be achieved if it is moved away from the 
edge of this noisy, unpleasant road or an 
effective acoustic barrier built.

ECC have asked for a meeting with all 
interested parties to discuss these issues, 
and the proposed cycle route from Ealing 
Broadway to the Cycle Superhighway. 



After a successful trial, Ealing Council will become 
the first council in the country to fit the Cycle Safety 

Shield warning system to its entire fleet of lorries. The 
system warns drivers of cyclists on the near side and 
should help prevent injuries from lorries turning left. In 
the trial 15 potentially serious collisions were avoided. 
The system will be fitted to 39 Murrill construction 
vehicles and 63 Amey refuse and recycling lorries. 
ECC is very pleased to see the council leading the 
way. If other councils and contractors follow it could 
dramatically reduce cycle casualties.

In December Ealing Council installed seven solar-
powered LED cycle path lights along Ridding Lane 

in Greenford. The lights are already used elsewhere 
in Europe, particularly the Netherlands, where some 
towns use them to mark the edge of cycle paths. 
According to Falco, the manufacturer, they are 
programmed to come on at night, can run through a 
three month long Nordic winter, and can be powered 
for up to 10 years on a single rechargeable battery. 
They can withstand a load of 20 tonnes and are 
resistant to roadsweepers and gritting lorries.  Lig
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In February Ealing Council installed a new cycle track 
beside the upper part of Castlebar Road, between 

Amherst Road and Mount Avenue. This will help cyclists 
pedalling up the hill. The narrow road here makes it 
dangerous for cars to overtake cyclists riding on the 
highway. Car drivers attempting to overtake often cut 
in front of cyclists when they see a vehicle coming 
from the other direction. Where the track crosses the 
junction with St. Stephen’s Road, the layout maintains 
the priority for cyclists. The improvements are part of 
a scheme to improve safety for children travelling to 
schools in the area.

Anyone who has tried to park a bicycle at Ealing 
Hospital will know that the old racks leave your 

bike susceptible to theft. They hold the bike by the 
front wheel, tempting cyclists to lock their front wheels 
to the rack. If you do this, you may return to find the 
rest of the bike has been stolen. We have raised the 
issue with Ealing Hospital and Ealing Council. The 
good news is the council has offered to pay for the old 
racks to be replaced with modern ones where you will 
be able to lock your bike securely.

Council-run bike health checks in March:
Sat 7 Mar 2-5pm Hanwell Clock Tower (on Station 

Road/Cherington Road) 
Sat 14 Mar 2-5pm Acton Market (outside Morrisons on 
pedestrianised area)
Sat 21 Mar 2-5pm  West Ealing (Melbourne Avenue 
next to West Ealing Library)
Thu 26 Mar 4.30-7.30pm Haven Green (Ealing 
Broadway Cycle Hub)
Sat 28 Mar 2-5pm Southall Broadway (Outside the 
Town Hall)

Ea
lin

g 
Ho

sp
ita

l 
Dr

 Bi
ke

s

We meet on the first Wednesday  of the month. The next 
meetings are on 4th March and 1st April at 7.30pm. 
Both at Café Grove, 65 The Grove, W5 5LL. 
We run a leisure ride from Ealing Town Hall on the first 
Sunday of the month, leaving at 10am. We are always 
looking for ride leaders. Contact us below: 
info@ealingcycling.org.uk  
www.ealingcycling.org.uk
Twitter: @EalingCyclists 
www.facebook.com/groups/ealingcycling/Ne
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