
Active Travel Hustings
On Wednesday 4 March, in place of the usual meeting, 
Brent Cyclists, in collaboration with Camden Cyclists, will 
be holding an Active Travel Hustings with candidates for 
the three Brent parliamentary constituencies (part of one of 
which is in Camden). The place is The Sidings Community 
Centre, 150 Brassey Road (off Maygrove Road), NW6 2BA 
and the time 6:30 for 7pm start. Refreshments will be 
available. At the time of writing  nine candidates covering 
all five major parties have confirmed their attendance.

The meeting will focus on getting LCC’s message across to 
the candidates on what we need parliament and Whitehall to 
do to allow local authorities to genuinely prioritise walking 
and cycling. This includes the Department for Transport 
providing good national guidance on cycling infrastructure 
based on international best practice (something currently 
sadly lacking), changing aspects of traffic law, allowing 
councils flexibility in road designs and signage, reducing 
pointless bureaucracy that gets in the way of their installing 
good infrastructure, and, of course, proper guaranteed long-
term funding for investment in active travel.

One of the LCC Space for Cycling rides: how can we 
persuade our politicians to make Whitehall ‘get’ cycling?

Harrow Cyclists Meetings
These are now on the fourth Wednesday of the month (not 
the second) at Tony Levene’s house, but look at the Harrow 
Cyclists website or Yahoo! group for confirmation. All are 
welcome, and refreshments are provided. Items under 
current discussion are how to respond to the mess of the 
Belmont Trail, and the proposed Harrow Quietway routes.  

Meeting with Brent’s Environment 
lead gives hope for fresh start
Brent Cyclists held a meeting in January with the new Brent 
Cabinet Member for Environment and Transport, Cllr. 
George Crane,  the new Head of Transportation, Tony 
Kennedy (formerly of Haringey Council) and other officers. 

We emphasised the lack of progress on cycling schemes in 
recent years, the continuing tendency of Brent engineers to 
propose schemes for main roads that create extra hazards for 
cyclists (such as a recent proposal to install more centre 
hatching and island pinch-points on Harrow Road), and the 
apparent fruitlessness of our taking part in consultations.

A constructive discussion was held and the following points 
agreed:

• There will be a Cycle Forum within the council 
meeting bi-monthly to which Brent Cyclists will send a 
representative.  This will provide the opportunity for us 
to comment on all plans at an early stage and suggest 
our own ideas.

• Brent Cyclists should provide a list of their top ten 
‘quick win’ schemes for consideration.

• Brent Cyclists will have early input into the developing 
cycling strategy.

• There will be another meeting involving the same 
people in six months time to review progress.

Subsequently we have indeed provided the ten ‘quick 
wins’ (which contain many ideas we have put forward 
before, some of which are Space for Cycling ward asks) and 
have discussed the cycling strategy with the officer 
responsible. 

Bradley Wiggins Way
Brent Cyclists have held another site meeting in Carlton 
Vale, the road where are continuing to press for ‘Bradley 
Wiggins Way’, our idea for a flagship cycle route for south 
Brent and north Westminster. There is considerable 
goodwill towards this in Brent, and even a design by TfL, 
but a lack of funding. We are therefore now appealing to the 
London Cycling Commissioner, Andrew Gilligan, to fund 
this route out of the money he reserves for the Central 
London Quietways. Though Brent is not a central London 
borough, this part of it is so close that we argue it really 
should be treated under the same regime.  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Harrow Cyclists feed into strategy
Harrow Council is (like Brent Council) currently producing 
a Cycling Strategy. Harrow Cyclists have been feeding into 
this. In particular, Anoop Shah has produced for the council 
some superb maps showing both the true current state of 
Harrow’s cycle network, and a vision for the complete 
network that Harrow Cyclists want. The ‘current state’ map 
given above shows how depressingly little of the theoretical 
cycle network for Harrow is actually usable or safe. See the 
Harrow cyclists website for other maps.

Meanwhile, Transport for London have proposed a different 
set of Quietway routes from what Harrow Cyclists or the 
council propose: they seem to be low-cost routes that will 
require ‘little intervention’ (which of course raises the 
question again of how attractive they will be, if like Brent’s 
Jubilee Line Quietway, they are routes that can be cycled 
already). The council say they are still waiting for the TfL 
money, and will consider modifications to the routes.

Forthcoming events
Mon 4 March: Brent and Camden Cyclists Active Travel 
Hustings (See top of Newsletter)
Wed 25 March: Harrow Cyclists Meeting 7.30pm 60 
Longley Road HA1 4TH (Confirm first)
Wed 1 April:  Brent Cyclists Meeting 7.00pm Atrium of 
the Crown Moran Hotel, Cricklewood Broadway
Wed 22 March: Harrow Cyclists Meeting (As above)
Wed 13 May: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7:00pm Pret a 
Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley
Wednesday 27 May: Harrow Cyclists Meeting (As above)

Brent and Harrow Cyclists Contacts
Brent Cyclists Co-ordinator and newsletter editor: 
David Arditti, 94 Stag Lane, Edgware HA8 5LW, phone 
07866 456390, coordinator@brentcyclists.org.uk
Harrow Cyclists co-ordinator: Tony Levene, 60 Longley 
Road, Harrow HA1 4TH, phone 07828 580931, 
tony.levene@tiscali.co.uk
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