
Jubilee Line Quietway will take until 
2016 even only to get to Dollis Hill	

Discussions have commenced between Brent Cyclists, Brent 
council officers and Sustrans, acting in a cross-borough 
coordinating role for Transport for London, on the Jubilee 
Line Quietway. We first heard of this Quietway plan from 
Andrew Gilligan, the Mayor’s Cycling Commissioner, last 
year. The Quietways, according to TfL, will be “cycling 
routes through less-heavily trafficked streets… aimed at 
new cyclist who want a safe, unthreatening experience”. We 
think that actually all cyclists, old or new, want a safe, 
unthreatening experience, and the danger with the 
Quietways concept is that it repeats exactly the mistakes of 
the old London Cycle Network (LCN), in not providing 
direct, efficient routes to places people wish to go.	


After failing to win mini-Holland funding, however, the 
Quietways programme appears to be the only mechanism 
the borough has for getting cycle infrastructure funding 
from TfL. As the Mayor’s Vision for Cycling in London 
stated last year that “we will build new cycling and 
pedestrian bridges across barriers to link up Quietway side-
street routes”, we have been pushing for the Jubilee route to 
run at least as far out as Wembley Park and to be the 
mechanism for the creation of a new cycle crossing (bridge 
or tunnel) of the North Circular Road at Neasden.	


We were very disappointed to see, then, in the schedule for 
the Jubilee line Quietway, that is has been divided into two 
phases of implementation. While the whole route is as we 
expected, running from Wembley Park via Blackbird Hill, 
Neasden Lane North, Neasden  Lane, Dudden Hill Lane, 
Chapter Road (or Burnley Road), St Paul’s Avenue and 
Chatsworth Road, to cross into Camden at Christchurch 
Avenue / Maygrove Road, we were told that only the first 
phase, from Regent’s Park to Dollis Hill Station, will be 
implemented by May 2016. This is, of course, when the 
Mayoral election will be, and Boris Johnson will not be 
standing again. His successor might have no intention of 
continuing his cycling programme, and Gilligan might be 
out of a job. We fear that the full Quietway will never be 
built, and that Brent will get essentially nothing from The 
Mayor’s Vision for Cycling that Gilligan told us about so 
glowingly at our 2013 Annual Meeting. This seems like a 
betrayal, as the Jubilee Line Quietway from Kilburn to 
Dollis Hill is merely a re-badging of the existing LCN route.	


We have, however, made detailed recommendations for how 
the roads in this first phase need improving,  and these can 
be read on our website.	


Chapter Road on the Jubilee Line Quietway is currently a 
poor cycling environment, choked with too many parked and 
moving cars. It needs closing to through-traffic.	
!
Riding on the pavement	

Following a "misunderstanding"with a Community Support 
Officer in central Harrow over cycling on a green pavement 
strip, group co-ordinator Tony Levene complained to 
Harrow Met Police borough commander Simon Ovens. He 
offered to meet Tony to discuss the matter – as did Harrow's 
new inspector in charge of Safer Transport, David Dixon.	


Dixon, along with colleague Sgt Dave McCarthy met Tony 
for a coffee. They cleared up the confusion over the alleged 
pavement cycling – the CSO realised he was in the wrong 
and apologised – but also discussed continuing matters.	


The police are concerned about motorists ignoring advanced 
stop lines at traffic lights. This is a breach of the Highway 
Code. Some motorists claim that the lines have worn away 
and they cannot be seen – especially at night. (Of course 
they will claim this – Ed) The Met can ask the council to 
repair these legal necessities but they need to know where 
they are. Anybody who either spots ASLs that have become 
hard to see – or who wishes to complain about motorists 
flouting the rules – should contact Harrow Cyclists first of 
all so the message can be forwarded to the police.	


As far as riding on the pavement goes in general, Harrow 
police intend to apply common sense. If you cycle on the 
pavement in Station Road when there are huge numbers of 
shoppers, it is obviously an offence. Harrow Cyclists would 
agree with this. But if you use a deserted pavement late at 
night, the police probably have better things to do than issue 
a ticket.  (Actually, the law on pavement cycling is in a 
mess: see tiny.cc/p4w5kx. It seems to be the “degree of 
consideration” which is important, not how busy it is. – Ed)	
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Harlesden High Street takes shape	

The changes to Harlesden gyratory system, planned for 
many years, are now being implemented. Brent Cyclists 
always warned that this was a poor scheme, replacing a 
large gyratory system with a smaller one, but with no 
contraflow provisions for cyclists, and involving 
carriageway narrowing that will remove the space for motor 
vehicles to overtake cyclists (and vice-versa when there are 
jams), so increasing aggression. Though the final traffic 
system is not in place, we can see what the problems will 
be. This will not be a good cycling environment. 	


The High Street: would you allow your child to cycle here?	
!
RideLondon – the verdict	

About 60 cyclists (including marshals and ride leaders) set 
out from Harrow, led by Tony Levene, for the Prudential 
RideLondon FreeCycle on 9 August, happily a great 
weather day. About 30 Brent cyclists started at Wembley 
Central, on the same route, following on the Harrow group 
and led by Charlie Fernandes. The two groups became 
united in the Kensington area. The route worked well, and 
we got down to the start of the FreeCycle circuit, at Green 
Park, about 100 minutes after starting from Harrow.	


One rider hauled this pair all the way from Wembley	


We could have been clearer at the start about the return ride 
details; the signs about return journeys only went up after 
most riders (including all of ours) had arrived. Nevertheless, 
a smaller group did set off to Wembley and Harrow only ten 
minutes later than our scheduled 15:00. 	


Our view is that it was a good event but the start and return 
times may not allow enough space to enjoy the day fully.	
!
Surveying borough infrastructure	

One consequence of the new funding offered by TfL to the 
boroughs for cycling is that Brent has been able to employ a 
new officer with overall responsibility for cycling in the 
borough. Annekatrin Dennemann (or Anna) is from the 
Netherlands and an enthusiastic cyclist who commutes by 
bike from Harlesden to the Civic Centre in Wembley. She 
wishes to have ongoing meetings with Brent Cyclists, 
including cycling round the main routes in the borough with 
us. We have the first of these rides, on the route of the 
Jubilee Line Quietway, scheduled for 13 September, and we 
are inviting councillors as well. 	


In Harrow, TfL officers are due to survey the cycling 
infrastructure as this newsletter goes to press. Harrow 
Cyclists hope to meet them and accompany them as they 
search for the good, the bad and the ugly.  More next time. 	
!
Forthcoming events	

Wednesday 3 September: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7:00pm 
Pret a Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley	

Saturday 6 September: Central London Infrastructure 
Ride. Meet 11:00am Roundwood Park café or 11:30 
Kilburn Station for a 20 mile ride examining cycle facilities.	

Saturday 13 September: Jubilee Line Quietway survey 
ride: Meet 11:00 Wembley Park Station (top Olympic Way) 
for a detailed inspection of some Brent streets with officers.	

Wednesday 17 September: Harrow Cyclists Meeting 
7.30pm 60 Longley Road HA1 4TH 	

Wednesday 1 October: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7.00pm 
Atrium of the Crown Moran Hotel, Cricklewood Broadway	

Wednesday 15 October: Harrow Cyclists Meeting 
7.30pm 60 Longley Road HA1 4TH	

Sunday 12 October: St Albans Ride via the NCN Meet 
11:00 Kingsbury Station for a 20 mile ride mostly on minor 
roads and paths. Return on First Capital Connect train.	

Wednesday 5 November: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7:00pm 
Pret a Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley	

Wednesday 12 November: Harrow Cyclists Meeting 
7.30pm 60 Longley Road HA1 4TH (confirm first)

Brent and Harrow Cyclists Contacts	

Brent Cyclists Co-ordinator and newsletter editor: 
David Arditti, 94 Stag Lane, Edgware HA8 5LW, phone 
07866 456390, coordinator@brentcyclists.org.uk	

Harrow Cyclists co-ordinator: Tony Levene, 60 Longley 
Road, Harrow HA1 4TH, phone 07828 580931, 
tony.levene@tiscali.co.uk


