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Sign up now for maintenance classes starting in the new year 
In October 2014 we ran a successful set of maintenance classes at our new venue on 
Coldharbour Lane. We hope to run another course in January, depending upon 
demand. 
 
The classes take place on Tuesday evenings over five weeks. You will be working in a 
small group on your bike. The course covers all aspects of maintaining bikes with an 
emphasis on the practical checks and steps that can be taken to keep 
your bike on the road. The cost of the sessions is £75. If you are 
interested in attending the maintenance classes please email us for 
further details. 
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Vauxhall gyratory gone by 2018? 
Transport for London have set out plans to transform Vauxhall Cross and its good 
news that the dreaded four lane one way gyratory system is set to be abolished 

 
TfL plans to redevelop the area to give it a sense of place and make it a destination 
rather than just being a transport interchange. Key to the plans are returning the one-
way system around Vauxhall station to two-way working, reducing the number of 
motor vehicle traffic lanes and making changes to the bus station to shorten bus 
journey times. 
 
The planned improvements to Vauxhall Cross come about after more than 10 years' 
campaigning by Lambeth Cyclists, local residents, London Assembly members and 
Lambeth Council. Developments in the area that will see 18,000 new homes being 
built and an estimated 25,000 new jobs being created over the next few years will 
increase the number of people passing through the area daily. TfL figures show that at 
peak times only 10% of journeys in the area are made by private cars, the rest being 
made by cyclists, pedestrians and public transport users: making it safer for 
pedestrians and cyclists is therefore a priority. 
  
The plans are currently out for consultation and we will be responding as a group to 
welcome the proposals and highlight ways in which they can be made better for 
cyclists - for example by creating cross-roads. We urge all members to respond to the 
consultation on the  Vauxhall Cross proposals at 
https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/roads/vauxhall-cross  -the closing date is 19/12/2014.  

 
This is the first stage of the process - following this consultation TfL will come back 
with further more definite plans next year and will undertake further consultation. 
Work is likely to start in 2016-2017. 

 
And coming in 2015: a traffic free route from the Oval to Vauxhall 
Whilst consultation goes on about long-term plans for Vauxhall Cross TfL have agreed 
to go ahead with plans for a traffic free route from Oval to Vauxhall as part of Cycle 
Superhighway 5. Slight changes have been made to the design released in the 
summer. Now the segregated cycle lane will be on the Southern side of Harleyford 
Road and changes to crossings and other measures are proposed which should speed 
up cyclists' journey times and reduce pedestrian/cyclist conflict. A mini-consultation is 
being carried out on these proposals -see https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/cycling/cs-
5-harleyford-road. Building work is set to start in early 2015. 

Forthcoming Rides, Meetings and other Events 
 
Wednesday 3 December 2014 Rides planning meeting 6:30pm - see over 
 
Sunday 7 December 2014 London Christmas Lights ride - see 
www.cycleconfident.com/courses/led-rides/ 
 
Tuesday 16 December 2014 Lambeth Cyclists Meeting 7:30pm 
 
(Tuesdays in January - maintenance classes: date to be confirmed) 
 
Tuesday 20 January 2015 2014 Lambeth Cyclists Meeting 7:30pm 
 
Weekend of 24-25 January 2015 ride (tbc) Ride 
 
Tuesday 17 February 2015 Lambeth Cyclists Meeting 7:30pm 
 
28 February 2015 (tbc) Ride 
 
Lambeth Cyclists meetings 
Lambeth Cyclists meetings take place on the third Tuesday of the month 7:30 – 
9:00pm at the Stockwell Community Centre,1 Studley Road, SW4 (behind Stockwell 
tube station); secure bike parking is available in the forecourt of the building. At the  
meetings we consider the latest developments in cycling in the borough, look at and  
comment on plans and discuss problems. They are informal events – everyone is  
welcome! After the meeting we generally go to a nearby pub. 
 
Lambeth Cyclists rides  
We run leisurely, easy going rides generally on the last Saturday of the month, 
starting at 10:30 and lasting all day. These rides are run by volunteers and often final 
routes are not planned until shortly beforehand – information is available at our 
meetings, on the website and the email list. 
 
Lambeth Cyclists email group 
Details of meetings, rides planned and other announcements are circulated on the 
email group as well as discussion of matters of Lambeth cycling interest – sign up 
today by sending a blank email to  
Lambeth_cyclists-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  
 



Seventy nine percent of respondents support Oval junction 
improvements 

In further North of the borough news TfL have published the results of the 
consultation on their proposals for plans for the four junctions around Oval tube 
station. Analysis shows that 79% of consultation respondents were in favour of the 
proposals. TfL has confirmed that plans for the area will go-ahead unchanged with  
building work set to begin soon for completion by 2016. This is good news as we 
believe that the new layout will reduce danger and make the area much more cycle-
friendly. See the plans at https://consultations.tfl.gov.uk/betterjunctions/oval 
 

Can we create Space for cycling in Loughborough Junction and 
Myatts Fields? 

As we were going to press we were awaiting confirmation from Lambeth about 
proposals for the area around Loughborough Junction which went out to consultation. 
The scheme, developed in consultation with local residents, would cut rat running 
traffic on Loughborough Road and around Myatt's Fields Park, create a new public 
space and enable quiet cycle routes to be developed. These would make the whole 
area more cycle and pedestrian friendly.  
 
In October the proposals faced strong opposition from some local people at a series of 
consultation meetings. We hope that the council will continue with the scheme, at 
least for the proposed trial period. If implemented this scheme will achieve one of our 
'ward asks' and create real Space for Cycling in an area with one of the lowest levels 
of car ownership in the UK. 
 

100th Lambeth bike hangar unveiled  
In September the 100th bike hangar was installed in Saltoun Road, central Brixton 
with a celebration by the company responsible, Cyclehoop, and Lambeth Transport 

Department.  
 
Each bike hangar provides six  
secure bike parking spaces in a 
special waterproof metal 
container. Bike parking spaces in 
the hangars are available to 
Lambeth residents at a cost of 
£42 a year per bike. 
 
The bike hangars are an 
innovative solution to bike 
storage needs. To meet demand 
it is essential that Lambeth provide many more of these across the borough. The 
Lambeth Cycling Strategy sets the target of getting 20% of the population cycling by 
2020 - this would imply that storage space is required for 40-50,000 bikes in total 
across the borough. To find out more about the bike hangars and to request one in 
your area see www.cyclehoop.com/rentals.  
 

Come and hear from Lambeth Cabinet Member responsible for 
cycling  
At our December meeting, on 16 December 2014, we will be joined by Councillor 
Jenny Brathwaite. Jenny is Lambeth Council Cabinet Member for Environment and 
Sustainability who has overall responsibility for cycling in the borough. This will be an 
opportunity to hear about the latest developments and thinking in the borough and 
your chance to ask questions about progress on the cycling strategy, Space for 
Cycling, bike storage and other matters.  

Ride news 
We continue with our popular architecture rides around London landmarks and street 
features.  
 
In September we looked at the fascinating architecture of London's almshouses which 
were built by charities to house local people who had fallen on hard times. Thanks to 

Lizzy Jamieson for leading this fascinating ride. 
 

 
 
October’s Architecture Ride on the theme of regeneration, led by Tessa Wright and 
Tom Bogdanowicz, attracted 20 cyclists keen to see the changes taking place across 
London. The ride started at Elephant and Castle, site of the controversial Heygate 
Estate redevelopment, where a representative of the developers gave us a view of the 
works from the top of Hannibal House and ably fielded some tricky questions. We 
continued up to Kings Cross to visit the new Granary Square and Central Saint 
Martin’s site (see photo), plus new buildings by David Chipperfield and Allies and 
Morrison, and a Dan Pearson garden. After lunch in Victoria Park, vastly improved by 
recent investment, we rode via Hackney Wick and Fish Island to finish at the Olympic 
Park, looking at the Aquatic Centre and Velodrome, as well as the Athletes' Village 
flats. Many of us were entertained by the ‘cyclist’s bedroom’ in a show flat, fully kitted 
out with all the latest designer cycling gear, magazines and décor – just showing how 
fashionable cycling is these days 
 
Have you got any ideas for rides in 2015? 
Our regular rides generally take place on the last weekend of the month and are run 
by members and other volunteers who have an area of interest or expertise that 
makes for an interesting theme for a ride.  
 
We will be holding a meeting on Wednesday 3 December 2014 to celebrate 
this year's rides, thank ride leaders and plan the rides programme for next 
year. If you have an idea for a ride around some aspect of the London 
cityscape (or indeed any other ride ideas) do come along and talk it through 
with us - we can help with routes and practical arrangements. The meeting will  
take place on Wednesday 3 December at 6.30pm at the Royal Festival Hall, Blue Bar, 
4th Floor. All welcome, contact Tessa Wright -07949 785258 if you have trouble 
finding us. If you can’t make the meeting but have an idea for an architecture-themed 
ride, please email Mark Knox (mpknox@care4free.net). 
 
Other rides 
Lambeth’s cycle training provider Cycle Confident also runs free rides for Lambeth 
residents -including one on Sunday 7 December 2014 around London's Christmas 
lights-  see the Cycle Confident website www.cycleconfident.com/courses/led-rides/ 


