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Next Meetings
We meet on the first Wednesday  of 
the month. The next meeting is on 
Wednesday 3rd December at 7.30pm. 
The following meeting is on Wednesday 
7th January at the same time. Both at 
our regular venue, Café Grove, 65 The 
Grove, W5 5LL.

Contact:
info@ealingcycling.org.uk
www.ealingcycling.org.uk

East-West Cycle Superhighway

The mayor is proposing two new cycle 
superhighways, one of which would 

provide an entirely new route for Ealing 
cyclists to reach central London.  The 
idea is to use one lane of the Westway 
flyover as a cycle route:

Consultation on the central London 
section of the route closed on 9 
November.  This includes the widely 
publicised proposal to provide a wide 
segregated cycle route along the 
Embankment.  Not surprisingly there 
has been a mixed response to this from 
the motor lobby.

Plans for the Westway section have 
yet to be released, but as a preliminary 

step ECC have written to the mayor 
supporting the proposal in principle, 
provided the separation between traffic 
and cyclists is good enough.  We have 
suggested European-style noise and 
wind barriers like the example below.

ECC have also suggested that two 
or more access points be provided, to 
allow cyclists to reach north Kensington 
from the new route along Westway.  The 
Mayor’s scheme would directly connect 
to Ealing Council’s proposed mini-
Holland cycle route along Noel Road, 
and we’ve asked that the whole route 
be built as one.

Horrible Histories note:

When Westway was under construction in the 1960s the traffic congestion 
along the route beneath where the flyover now stands was appalling.  The 

contractor kept a fleet of bicycles in the plant yard, so that fitters could reach 
broken down equipment without getting stuck in traffic jams on the way.  

Besançon bypass alongside Eurovelo 6

Hounslow Council has consulted local 
residents about proposals to improve 

the cycle route along Boston Manor Road. 
The new route would start outside Boston 

Manor Underground station and run to the 
A4. The council has put two proposals to 
residents: the first would create a three 
metre wide two-way segregated route 
that would run alongside the western 
side of Boston Manor Road, and the 
second would create cycle lanes of up 
to two metres wide on either side of the 
carriageway.

The first option would cost about 
£582,000 and would result in the 
loss of 33 car parking spaces, and the 
second option would cost £186,000 and 
would lead to the removal of 21 parking 
spaces. But the proposals have met with 
opposition from some local residents who 
fear the loss of parking spaces. Some 
cyclists at a recent consultation event also 
questioned the wisdom of the segregated 
route option, arguing that many cyclists 
would be not be willing to dismount and 
cross the road when  heading towards the 
A4.

The consultation ended on 24 November 
and the latest designs will be put to 
councillors in January. Hounslow Council 
also plans to talk to Ealing Council about 
its intentions for the upper section of 
Boston Manor road, which falls under its 
boundaries.

Peter Mynors

Boston Manor Road

Andy Hillier



Ealing Council’s Bike Swap scheme has won a 
sustainable travel award.  Bike Swap enables 

pupils to bring unused bicycles (usually outgrown) into 
school at the beginning of the day. Mechanics fix them 
and after school the bikes are matched with a pupil 
of the correct size, and swapped.  Each bike swap 
session costs about £1000 for 25 pupils, so works 
out at around £40 per bike. The pilot scheme at St 
Gregory’s School was so successful they now run one 
every term. If you would like to see this scheme at your 
local school, please email: TelkmanK@ealing.gov.uk 

The council has installed a new cycle shelter 
at North Acton Tube Station providing 48 

covered parking spaces.  Lit at night, and positioned 
immediately opposite the station entrance, it should 
provide secure parking. There were only 5 bikes there 
when I visited, but at least as many were chained to 
railings at the top of the nearby steps. While there 
is a ramp to the new parking, it is a long way round 
for people approaching from the west. It’s a great 
improvement, but perhaps wheeling ramps on the 
steps might make the new shelter more appealing. No
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It looks like a scene from the 1950s... until you 
notice the modern cars. This was 29th October, 

and Ealing’s second PlayStreet. Playstreet is a brilliant 
idea where local residents can obtain permission to 
close their road to moving vehicles for a few hours so 
children can play in the street. It started in Ealing in 
September 2013 when the residents of Goldsmith 
Avenue held the first event. They now hold one every 
month. The council offers help to residents who want 
to organise their own PlayStreets. You will need to win 
support of the majority of residents. Full information 
here: www.ealing.gov.uk/playstreets

Big plans are proposed to improve cycling in 
Southall. In July, the Greater London Authority 

and Ealing Council published the Southall Opportunity 
Area Planning Framework. The framework states that 
walking and cycling will be the preferred mode of 
travel for local trips, and promises a network of cycle 
friendly streets.  Where possible, it says, cycle routes 
should be segregated. Specific proposals include a 
new foot and cycle bridge across the railway just to 
the east of Southall Station. 

Leaping ahead to the end of the month and 
New Year’s resolutions, - the time of the year 

when people normally join a gym. Instead, why not 
learn to look after your bike. Ealing Bike Hub are 
offering two courses in the first months of the new 
year. On 7 February and 7th March they are running 
an Introduction to Bike Maintenance, and on 21st 
February, a more advanced Park Tool School. The 
Bike Hub workshop is in Greenford. To book a course 
visit www.ealingbikehub.co.uk
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The following were elected at our AGM:
Borough coordinator - Nick Manthorpe

Secretary - Tom Hartwell
Treasurer - Jon Chambers
Meeting Chair - Elly Castellano
Council Liaison - Peter Mynors
Social Rides Coordinator - Paul James
Deputy Social Rides Coordinator - Murray Langton
Press Officer - Andy Hillier
Newsletter Editor - Martin GorstAn
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