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December 2014 

Promoting cycling in Bromley Borough, especially 
through example, encouragement and leadership, 

particularly for those who have never cycled! 

We also lobby elected representatives for 
improvements to cycling conditions in our borough 

and beyond. 

See our website for details of all the cycling fun we 

have on our many rides! 

Borough Coordinators Report 

As 2014 draws to a close I take this 
opportunity to send you and your famillies 
and loved ones all the best for a happy 
Christmas and a peaceful New Year!! 

Ride Leader of the Year 
At the LCC AGM in October borough 
secretary and group rides coordinator – 
Eve Evans, was voted ride leader of the 
year by the LCC panel of judges. On Eve’s 

behalf I accepted numerous cycling prizes 
in recognition of her outstanding 
contribution to led rides in the borough of 
Bromley. I am sure readers will wish to join 
me in congratulating Eve on her well 
deserved success! 

Bromley Cyclists 
We have been looking at the structure of 
the group and wondering if some changes 
might steamline our activities giving us 
more bite and greater influence in our 
borough particularly at ward level.  

In 2014 much of our activity has been ward 
based and in the future it seems that more 
and more power will be devolved away 

from the centre. Would a set-up which 
more closely mirrors this be more 
appropriate. This is work in progress and if 
you have any views they would be 
welcome. 

Residents Feedback on Cycling. 
I have recently been invited to address 
residents groups at their meetings. A 
recurring and somewhat worrying theme at 
these meetings is the negative attitude that 
non cyclists have of us and our activities. I 
have set myself up by offering to be a point 
of contact for these disgruntled (and often 
influential) people by inviting them to bring 
their dissatisfatcion with cyclists to me. It 

will often be impossible to address 
individual cases, but many instances are 
caused by unsatifactory provision for 
cyclists and these are matters that I am 

able to address at councillor level.  

We have organised some great rides... 

A Flat(ish) Kent Ride 
From Paddock Wood Station under darkening clouds our friendly 
group set off towards Yalding on this 46 mile circular route. This 
ride avoided the Kent mega-hills, hence the slightly deceptive ride 
name. It was flat by Kent standards. 

At Headcorn aerodrome there was a refreshments stop. As there 
was no parachuting going on because of the weather conditions 
the riders quickly set off again towards the lunch stop at 
Frittenden. The Bell and Jorrocks pub proved a friendly haven to 

a somewhat damp group of cyclists. A warm welcome, reserved 
table and some good food soon restored spirits and energy for 
the ride back to Paddock Wood. 

In the afternoon the rain stopped and eventually under bright 
sunshine the ride reached Paddock Wood. Some departed for 
home by train, others by car. All agreed that it was another great 
BROMLEY CTCLISTS’ ride. 

The British Fayre Ride  
Riders met at the Primo Cafe in Orpington for pre-ride drinks. 
Escaping Orpington in any direction is always challenging, but 
well worth the effort. Once into the adjoining lanes of North West 
Kent the roads are a cyclist’s rural idyll.  

We followed Norsted Lane, Budgins Hill and New Years Lane to 
the top of the downs. Here there are panoramic views over the 
M25, Kent, Surrey and East Sussex.  

Descending Brasted Hill we soon arrived at Westerham. Just 
outside the village we located Squerryes Court and the ‘British 
Family Fayre’. The fayre, in its 2nd year, is a tribute to 
Britishness. Riders spent a pleasant afternoon perusing the stalls 
and watching the various side shows.  

We then cycled back to Orpington for post ride drinks also in the 
Primo. 

PTO 

Wishing you a 

MERRY XMAS 
and a HAPPY CYCLING  

NEW YEAR 
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Come and join our Rides… 
 

Wednesday Weekly Wanders 

Every Wednesday at 7.30 pm we meet at 
Bromley South Station to go for a sociable 
cycle ride to a pub where we enjoy a drink 
and chat. You can register for the wander 
on our website (but you don’t have to). So 

why not come and join us.  

Some Future Weekly Wanders 

03/12/2014 ........ Ramblers Rest, Chislehurst 
10/12/2014 .... Bromley Cyclists Xmas Dinner 
17/12/2014 ........... The Chelsfield, Orpington 
24/12/2014 .................... No Weekly Wander 
31/12/2014 .................... No Weekly Wander 

07/01/2015 .............. Railway Hotel, Bromley 

 

14/01/2015 ......... Bricklayers Arms, Bromley 
21/01/2015 ............ Anglesey Arms, Bromley 
28/01/2015 ........Ramblers Rest, Chislehurst 
04/02/2015 .......... The Cricketers, Orpington 
11/02/2015 ................. The Pickhurst, Hayes 

18/02/2015 ........... The George, Beckenham 
 

Cycle Sundays  
At our monthly meetings in October and November we have been 
discussing how we might develop the very popular ‘First Sunday 
of the Month Rides’ which derived from the 2013 ‘Last Sunday...‘ 
programme in Norman Park. 

Whatever Bromley Borough eventually settles on as their cycling 
policy it seems highly likely that Norman Park will be at or near 
the centre of the plan. Cycling is popular in the park, on any 
summer weekend the park is thronging with people on bikes.  

We would now like to extend this cycling presence in Norman 
Park from one Sunday in the month to every Sunday. Our group 
does not have sufficient resources to actually be that presence 
every weekend but by engaging other interested pro-cycling 
parties we can ensure that the park will have some sort of cycling 
focus every Sunday during the summer months. This might 
include: first Sunday: Bromley Cyclists, second Sunday Bromley 
Council Bikeability assessments, third Sunday Go Ride Kids 
Cycling, fourth Sunday Dr Bike and Bike Marking. 

It is hoped that one or more of the major cycling clubs in the 
borough or who use the boroughs roads could also have a 
presence on the fifth Sunday which occurs just twice next 
summer in May and August. 

The Viking Trail - A Winter Ride 
Saturday, 6 December. 32 miles, described as one of the most 
attractive circular leisure cycle routes in Kent, round the coast of 
Margate, Broadstairs and Ramsgate before heading inland 
through the surrounding villages.There will be a morning coffee 
stop & a fish & chip/pub lunch somewhere. No hills.  

Xmas Dinner/Party 
Wednesday, 10 Deceember - our Christmas Festivities will be at 
the Crown and Anchor Pub, Park Road, Bromley. If you wish to 
join us you will need to be quick, it has proved very popular this 
year and places are being taken fast. 

London Xmas Lights  
Sunday, 14 December, Adorn your bike with baubles and tinsel 
and join our festive ride to see the lights of London. The route will 
include main shopping streets; pass the Christmas Markets, and 
a stop for mulled wine/warm spiced apple punch. Train home or 

join us for the return ride which will include a pub stop.  

Bigfoot to Brighton 
Spring 2015. Once again Adam Shepherd will be organising 3 
training rides and then the Bike Ride to Brighton. All details are on 
our website. The training rides are beautifully organised and the 
big day out is fantastic fun. Never ridden to Brighton before? Go 
on, you can do it and you’ll not get a better chance! 

For further information about our rides, please don't hesitate to contact us by email:- rides@bromleycyclists.org 

Space for Cycling and other news 

SPACE FOR CYCLING - Bromley Councillors by and large have not responded to your Space for Cycling emails. At first view this is 
very disappointing. However it is becoming clear that although we are lacking in individual acknowledgements councillors are taking 
note of our requests. We have learned that the Council are considering up to 6 of the ‘CYCLING ASKS’ we submitted during the 
Campaign. Hopefully more information will become available when the Cycling Strategy (see below) is released. 

CYCLING STRATEGY - It is understood that council officers are working on a borough ‘Cycling Strategy’ and the document will be 
presented for consultation early next year. Bromley Cyclists are a relevant stakeholder and will be invited to comment on the document 
as a group. It is therefore important that we give careful consideration to the strategy when it is released  so that our collective views are 
properly represented. It is hoped that the council will grasp the opportunity to publish a robust and ambitious document which reflects 
the growing interest in cycling in the borough and throughout London. We will contact members and others when the consultation period 
is notified so that we can all submit individual responses. 

ECONOMIES - It is absolutely vital that we as a group continue to lobby for the cycling improvements we so desperately need in the 
borough. In its most recent newsletter the council reports that the borough has to make additional savings of £60m over the next 5 years 
(from an annual budget of £200m) it is not difficult to see that the soft underbelly of cycling might look a particularly attractive area into 
which to insert the knife!! 

Meetings (note - another new meeting venue):  

Bromley Cyclists hold monthly meetings on the 2nd Monday of the month, the next one will be at 182, Court Road 
Orpington, BR6 0PY. Why not come and join us; you’ll make some new cycling friends. 

Our Team: 
 

Borough Coordinator .................... Spencer Harradine 
Treasurer .................................................... Paul Hardy 
Secretary ..................................................... Eve Evans 

Rides Coordinator  ................... Eve Evans & John Wood 

Sport, Leisure & Recreation ......................... Steve Hardy 
Transport, Travel & Infrastructure  .................John Wood 
Dr Bike specialist ........................................Steve Watkin 
Elected officers are in bold. 

 


