
Ashok Sinha to visit Brent Cyclists
The charismatic CEO of LCC,  Ashok Sinha, will be talking 
to Brent Cyclists at our meeting on Wednesday 3 December, 
7pm, at the Crown Moran Hotel in Cricklewood. This 
should be a good exchange as we will be able to tell him the 
particular issues that we face in outer North-West London 
and he may be able to suggest how the rest of LCC can help 
us more. The meeting will end at 8:30, and we intend to 
have a meal with Ashok after that, to which all are invited. 
Please let Charlie know on rides@brentcyclists.org.uk if 
you would like to be included in the meal, so we know how 
many to book for.

Brent Cross Cricklewood and the A5
One particular issue to discuss with Ashok will undoubtably 
be the Brent Cross Cricklewood development and its 
implications for cyclists using the A5 from north of Staples 
Corner. Early discussions have already suggested that, if we 
do not succeed in negotiating better results from the 
developers, Transport for London and Barnet Council in 
terms of a safe intersection of the A5 and the North Circular, 
we may well be looking at some sort of mass action here in 
2015 involving Brent and Barnet Cyclists, which we would 
be calling on cyclists from throughout London to support, 
with the assistance of LCC’s central communications. 
Ashok wishes LCC to have a more dramatic high-profile 
campaign in outer London, after the success of Central 
London actions such as the Blackfriars protests and the Big 
Rides, and this seems to be a most appropriate issue.

Brent Cycling Strategy Survey
Brent Council officers are producing a Cycling Strategy 
(something we have often requested). Their first stage is a 
survey which is in on-line and paper form. This runs until 
19 December. It is important that we not only get existing 
cyclists to fill it in, but current non-cyclists, who might 
cycle if conditions were better, as well.  So please do it (it 
takes less than five minutes on-line) and get all your friends, 
family and colleagues to do so as well. The survey can be 
found at http://brent-consult.objective.co.uk and we will 
have hard copies at the meeting on 3 December.

Stanmore to the Thames – £2.5m 
worth of mud, delay, and confusion
More than three years after charity Sustrans first proposed 
the Stanmore to the Thames ‘greenway’ cycle route, the 
controversial project is mired in delay – and mud.

The idea was for a cycle and walking route from Stanmore 
via Harrow, Kenton, Wembley, Perivale and Ealing to the 
Thames at Brentford near Syon House. It gained TfL 
funding and interest from the four local councils whose 
areas it should cross – Harrow, Brent, Ealing and Hounslow.

Both Brent and Harrow Cyclists have questions not just 
over the route itself but also the need for such a route. We 
accept that parts could be useful for some journeys such as 
Stanmore to Kenton or Wembley to Ealing. However, these 
sections could be part of other routes – there can be few 
who wish to travel on a regular basis from Brentford to 
Stanmore.

One of the best parts of the route, near Belmont Circle
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Three and more years on, there is little evidence of progress 
on the Stanmore to Thames route other than a near 50-page 
consultants’ report and a short section of marked bike route 
in Harrow on the Belmont Trail from Christchurch Avenue 
(near the Leisure Centre) towards Belmont and Stanmore.

In July 2012, Harrow Council issued a “final report” saying: 
The route proposed by Sustrans was a greenway route, 
suitable for use by a novice adult cyclist, a family with 
young children or a sensible unaccompanied twelve-year 
old. Based on Sustrans preferred options, it was estimated 
that the total cost of building the route to greenways 
standard was £2,250,040 at September 2011 prices.

Two members of Harrow Cyclists rode the marked route 
from Christchurch Avenue towards Stanmore on good 
weather day recently. They found the route is only suitable 
for experienced cyclists – and unless they have a mountain 
bike, few will be willing to risk their wheels on what is 
mostly little more than a track for well-shod walkers.
Despite the first 100m or so having a reasonable surface, 
much of the rest is mud. Even when the weather is dry, 
cyclists have to dodge ruts, narrowing of the path to one 
person width, tree roots, potholes and bumps. In rainy 
weather, it is only accessible to mountain bikes – anyone 
with thinner tyres risks skidding or losing traction. Once off 
the Belmont trail, the route is not easy to follow as it snakes 
through residential streets.

In the summer, women's bike group Breeze tried to use the 
trail as an off-road introduction to first time bike riders. The 
surface was so bad that it discouraged further progress.

The cash is our cash – the £2.25m is now at least £2.5m 
after inflation. Currently, it is not even sub-standard. It is no 
standard and it is difficult to see how the £2.5m spread over 
the whole route will make any difference. 

Brent and Harrow Cyclists firmly believe that this route is 
ill-conceived, will be poorly delivered (if it is ever 
completed) and that the money could be better used. We 
want Dutch-standard bike paths in London. Can anyone see 
people in the Netherlands putting up with the Belmont trail 
as a cycle path?

A tale of an abandoned bike 
A distressing saga that seems to indicate a systemic failure 
of Brent Council to address minor environmental issues, 
even after many, many complaints over several years, is 
provided by Bob Davis, who is Chair of the Road Danger 
Reduction Forum (rdrf.org.uk), a former cycling officer in 
Ealing Council and a Brent resident.

He tells us that outside Kilburn Police Station on the Harvist 
Road side a number of black bollard-style cycle stands were 
installed around 2010, replacing some stainless steel 
Sheffield stands. One of the stainless steel stands was not 

replaced because it had a blue Raleigh bike locked to it. 
This bike was abandoned, and it and the stand are still there, 
four years later. Emails to a succession of Brent officers and 
interventions from councillors have produced no result. Bob 
justifiably points out that if Brent can’t seem to take action 
on a simple problem like this, what hope do we have that 
they can accomplish significant cycling projects?

In addition, we know it is a problem that there are now 
many abandoned old bicycles cluttering up stands at 
crowded places such as Willesden Green and Kilburn 
Stations, reducing capacity. A system needs to be in place 
for identifying and removing these on an ongoing basis.

The odd stainless stand with bike, on Google Streetview

Forthcoming events
Wednesday 3 December: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7.00pm 
Atrium of the Crown Moran Hotel, Cricklewood Broadway
Wednesday 10 December: Harrow Cyclists Christmas 
Meal 7.30pm Mazar Afghan restaurant, 3 Headstone Drive, 
Wealdstone HA3 5QZ (Please book with Tony Levene)
Wednesday 7 January: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7:00pm 
Pret a Manger, London Designer Outlet, Wembley
Wednesday 14 January: Harrow Cyclists Meeting 
7.30pm 60 Longley Road HA1 4TH (Confirm first)
Wednesday 4 February: Brent Cyclists Meeting 7.00pm 
Atrium of the Crown Moran Hotel, Cricklewood Broadway
Wednesday 11 February: Harrow Cyclists Meeting 
7.30pm 60 Longley Road HA1 4TH (confirm first)

Brent and Harrow Cyclists Contacts
Brent Cyclists Co-ordinator and newsletter editor: 
David Arditti, 94 Stag Lane, Edgware HA8 5LW, phone 
07866 456390, coordinator@brentcyclists.org.uk
Harrow Cyclists co-ordinator: Tony Levene, 60 Longley 
Road, Harrow HA1 4TH, phone 07828 580931, 
tony.levene@tiscali.co.uk
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