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Why does cyclewear matter? 



From largely immobile to mobile citizens 

‘Since a woman’s chief function 
was motherhood, the laws of 
nature demanded that not only 
should a bountiful energy supply 
be reserved for reproductive 
demands, but that more energy 
still should be earmarked to 
compensate for the monthly 
menstrual drain’ (Vertinksy 
1990:48) 
 



 Sir – I see in your columns a doubt expressed 
as to cycle accidents due to dress. We have had 
a terrible one in these parts which can clearly be 
traced to the skirt. I allude to the death of Miss 
Carr, near Colwith Force. The evidence of her 
friend who rode just behind her, says that “Miss 
Carr began the descent with her feet in the 
rests, but finding the hill become much steeper, 
she strove to regain her pedals and failed”. I 
think she failed because she could not see 
the pedals, as the flapping skirt hid them 
from her view, and she had to fumble for 
them. Could she have taken but a momentary 
glance at their position, she would have had a 
good chance to save her life. The poor girl 
lingered a week.  
 
-  (Miss) E. Whittaker, Daily Press, Sept 20, 1896 
 
  
 

Social dangers of cycling in rational dress 

Minnie says Oxford is he most begotted 
place in the kingdom ….It certainly cannot 
be worse to ride in oxford than in London, 
esp in London suburbs. It’s awful – one 
wants nerves of iron. I don’t wonder now 
in the least so many women having given 
up he R. D Costume and returned to skirts. 
The shouts and yells of the children deafen 
one, the women shriek with laughter or 
groan and hiss and all sorts of remarks are 
shouted at one, occasionally some not fit 
for publication. One needs to be very 
brave to stand all that. It makes one feel 
mad at ones ideas of humanity at large sink 
to a very low standard.  
 
- Letter, From Kitty to Uriah (sisters) 
Aug 23, 1897 
  
  
 

Physical dangers of cycling in ordinary 
dress 



British patents 1895-1898 



Extra-ordinary cyclewear 



What can we learn from existing garments? 



Making things to make sense of things 

- Generate new ideas 
- Frame research of the body through the body 
- Invite people into the research 
- Collaborative entanglements 
- Research as a form of making /making as a form of research 
- Experiment with story telling devices 



Garment #1: Alice Louisa Bygrave 1895 















Bloomer making workshops and rides 



Events, exhibitions and performances 



• Occupying a public cycling identity has never been easy 

• Cycling bodies have always pushed at the parameters of acceptable social 

behaviour and norms/ operated as public sites for debate around changing 

ideas on gender, class, morals, citizenship, modernity etc 

• Not all bodies ‘fit’ with conventional ideas about mobility/ technology – need to 

be made to fit – clothing is a way that bodies have been adapted to move at 

speed  

• Women as early creative users/inventors – differently constituted 

• Cycle wear….. 

– not just a boring everyday material artefact but a critical means of carving 

out new forms of mobile citizenship in public space  

– a lens through which to gain a deeper understanding of how socio-cultural 

practice shapes differently mobile bodies in urban contexts 

 

 

Final thoughts….. 
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